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Vocabulary Units as a Means for the
Analysis of Qur’anic Discourse
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Abstract

This article deals with a methodological issue that is still new in Qur’anic
studies. It discusses the approaches that are based on vocabulary units as a
means for understanding the Qur’an and analyzing its discourse wholly or
partially. Thus it critically traces the rise and historical development of
these approaches. In order to develop and refine the usage of vocabulary
as a basis for analyzing the Qur’anic discourse, the article also attempts to
make some theoretical and methodological suggestions on how to deal
with the question at hand by combing the traditional methods of Muslim
scholarship with the insights of modern linguistics and discourse anaylsis
in such a way as to uncover the possibilities that vocabulary-based
analysis may provide for the understanding of the Qur’an and the future
development of Qur'anic studies.

Key terms: Qur’anic studies, Qur’anic discourse, Muslim scholarship,
Qur’anic vocabulary units, interpretation, thematic interpretation,
modern linguistics.
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