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Literary and Critical Issues in the
Writings of Sheikh Muhammad al-Ghazali

Isu-Isu Kritis dan Sastera dalam Karya Syeikh Muhammad al-Ghazali
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Abstract

Sheikh Muhammad al-Ghazali (1335/1917-1416/1996), may Allah
bless his soul, is regarded as one of the great contemporary Islamic
scholars of modern times. He was one of the most prominent
advocates of Islam through his balanced approach and moderate
discourse. He lived a life of continuous struggle against alien
ideologies and pernicious ideas and cultures, using his full energies
and talents to defend the truth and promote the spirit of constructive
attitude and efficacy among the Muslim ummah. He used his strong
rhetorical ability and eloquent style to convey the Islamic missionary
discourse to the public, thus combining the originality of ideas and
beauty of literary expression to reach out to his audience. Al-
Ghazali’s diversified writings abound with many literary and critical
issues which he tackled in relation to the central issues of renewal and
change in Muslim intellectual and cultural life throughout the
twentieth century. Of those literary and critical issues five have
caught our attention, namely: Islamic literature, literature and its
relationship with the religious discourse, the style in the Islamic
missionary discourse, the new Arab poetry not abiding by the rules of
classical meter prosody, and the future of the Arabic language. This
study looks into these important issues and examine them critically so
as to highlight al-Ghazali’s position regarding them. The study also
includes an exploratory review of his diwdn titled al-Hayat al-Uld.

Key terms: Islam, Islamic thought, religious discourse, call to Islam,
renewal and change, literature and literary criticism, literature and
Islamic missionary discourse, Arabic language, intellectual and
cultural westernization.

Abstrak

Sheikh Muhammad al-Ghazali (1335/1917-1416/1996), dianggap sebagai
salah satu ulama besar Islam kontemporari zaman moden. Dia adalah
salah satu pendakwah Islam yang sangat menonjol melalui pendekatan
yang seimbang dan wacana sederhana. Dia hidup dalam perjuangan terus-
menerus melawan ideologi asing, idea-idea dan budaya yang merosakkan
dengan menggunakan tenaga penuh dan bakat untuk membela kebenaran
dan meningkatkan semangat sikap konstruktif dan kecekapan antara umat
Muslim. Dia menggunakan kemampuan retoris yang kuat dan gaya yang
fasih untuk menyampaikan wacana dakwah Islam kepada masyarakat,
sehingga menggabungkan orisinalitas ide dan keindahan ekspresi sastera
untuk menjangkau pendengarnya. Kepelbagaian tulisan Al-Ghazali penuh
dengan masalah sastera yang kritis sehubungan dengan isu sentral
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pembaharuan dan perubahan dalam kehidupan intelektual muslim dan
budaya sepanjang abad kedua puluh. Dari isu-isu kritis sastera ada lima
hal yang menangkap perhatian kita, iaitu: sastera Islam, sastera dan
hubungannya dengan wacana agama, gaya dalam wacana dakwah Islam,
puisi Arab baru tidak mematuhi peraturan prosodi meter klasik, dan masa
depan Bahasa Arab. Kajian ini melihat ke dalam isu-isu penting dan
memeriksa mereka kritis sehingga untuk menyerlahkan kedudukan al-
Ghazali. Kajian ini juga merangkumi kajian eksplorasi diwan berjudul al-
Hayat al-Ula.

Istilah kunci: Islam, pemikiran Islam, wacana keagamaan, seruan
kepada Islam, pembaharuan dan perubahan, sastera dan kritikan sastera,
sastera dan wacana dakwah Islam, Bahasa Arab, intelektual dan
westernisasi budaya.
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