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Abstract

Islam extended to the shores of East Africa during the Umayyad Caliphate
through Muslim immigrants who came to the region for economic or political
reasons. Later, successive waves of immigration and interactions between the
arriving Muslims and the native citizens followed, allowing Islam to take hold
throughout the region. New Islamic emirates and settlements distinguished by
knowledge, scholarship and the manifestations of Islamic civilization were
established along the East African coastal line. Among the social institutions
that emerged with the advent of Islam in East Africa were the Islamic schools,
which went through various forms and phases and played the most important
role in transmitting Islamic knowledge and civilization across generations as
well as in strengthening Islamic culture and identity. The aim of this research
is to shed light on the history of Islamic education in Kenya by examining the
historical background, phases, categories, developments and reforms
implemented. Furthermore, the study evaluates the impending fundamental
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challenges that prevent Islamic education in Kenya from fulfilling its mission
and provides some suggestions to address these challenges to move forward.
The research adopts both the inductive analytical and historical approaches.
The data is collected as primary sources from library and electronic materials,
university theses, peer-reviewed journals and conference proceedings. The
information was classified, analyzed and documented later to achieve a
harmonious and well-documented study that connects past, present and
future. The article concludes that Islamic education in Kenya has gone through
various stages and forms since the arrival of Islam to the coasts of East Africa
during the first century of Hijrah. It displays that the Islamic education was
exposed to administrative and methodological obstacles during British colony
(1895-1963), but it did not stop or disappear. Rather, reforms occurred in terms
of introducing ‘Islamic education’ and ‘Arabic language’ to the state education
curriculum, the emergence of integrated schools and Islamic universities at
higher education level. However, the Kenyan Islamic education still faces
huge fundamental setbacks that embodied in lack of official legal reference, in
addition to administrative, curriculum, personnel and financial challenges. The
paper recommends conducting more studies on Islamic education in Kenya in
a manner that contributes to the comprehensive reconstruction and
advancement of Muslim education in Kenya and East Africa at large.
Keywords: Islamic Education, Kenya, Islamic Education Renewal, Islamic
Education Reform, Fundamental Challenges.

- v

dadla
Bl bl S5 3 cle 3 aegd) SIS asT ST eyl el 38
o Bk e (Sl dedl e Osaall e o SO B relnad) 23
Loy obad 50 L aslaly aelamn Yy dpwlecdl oVl 3b G ookt
gy 8353 lan sine WLad oY) adadl axlyy (oAl 3 (3 LA g
) jadll bl Aol BT il ] cpslasVly delen V) sy

oo Teds LS oY el Jsm alals 25, @ L) Oy o) Vs
3 bags @ S U Yooy onll ne opshaly W ojpdr olai
I mr s el & Sl il e egall bl LS5 W) ol
Slrlam) o 29 6 op5lals 090 sl (3 et OF (S8 ks Dleogs sl
N I N o

o b eSSV ad e i ¥ el K £ sl s Jols 0]



22025 ] 21446 cazy cOogmadilly paludl sotall .0y gy diadl polall alekl. ozttt 192

1515 Y1 kel b a5 Blas Olomfhg b yme S| g ) L]
IV ey anll ldboze 38T Lo 155 dagt L cisloza Y1y 350G Lassl)
Ldasla))

T 65 g0l @ 2Ll Sluhld) s IV 0 oS5 ol L IS Yl
Al m2lon o paoge o S5 et (il Al i dail ol
Lo o) Jplst (sl Vi L B0l clalSCan alan] 855 pé n LS 3 DY)
S-NoYly U jgaall 3 o oty (LS (3 oY) edadl ol oy
dgrlsh il Sleogdly Jshbly cagrls )l Sbasdl ) Bl ade ol gl
E32sH 3 HRLY Sl e Fraze alag L Sdtes & @bl o2 Sl ells

el S (ST (3 O el g goge (3 el 2BL) Ll

Bl 128 2ol Slulps dls Ly dole Olalys L oSI6 ipkdyly 4a))
10l L Lely (S Ol el B3l U 532 legosng

Slgyy by @I LS8 (Sl Y ) iy e oo L5 2l
odgs MaS 3 JgY ) el e g2 Byl e jpiie et ¢ Junnd)
el dSTang (LS (3 Ol el slan Glas Slaglas e il 2l
B e cdddnnl) Slag lowy (W = pall Jold) janyg dor )y ksl sludy
Vg listomny LiS" @ Y e glgl Jo Yy gl 2l Jo S
Fagll Slegoll e sag cade Slb G Sl-dsY)

Sl LS 3 DY) el T st aaY T Al dlay

Gogt Blygl s jaiin Gt ¢ il ol g1yl 1Py S G Ol el gy e 2
389-367 0 «($2019- 1441 i) nals db 1305) S 3 Jad1 oY) kel e



193 il clusilly sl o GiiS § oddl palatll - dome gele fddl dozme

odng S (3 ¥ ) eladl e st Sl o s st (Jol
g pshdlly ( ) I clisly (o Joldly wlasdl il e @) anl)
25 s Ll & cade Tl g 0oVl (ST Syl lad) o5l
AN

Obde Jad 2y aS™ 3 O (ol poo50 s & Slalldl e
Historical Development of Muslim :0su &4 Y1 2l CuS” ollgy o Jo
e 42,6 4ulys dul,dl oy <Education in East Africa: An Eye on Kenya®?.
b g sk d i) Jold) amy calSTang (LaS™ (3 DY) el 21 ghad)
el e b ) Aol Ll 03f L) pé coleosdl Jan ae (JSLE
LS )

Muslim Education in :Olsie; 89 cawdi ¢ ool 028 Goral dler) Sliny

o, *9 Kenya with Special Reference to Madrasa System in Nairobi.?

S S o eS8 Yl ) 10lgin; #1992 pls BlaS Aaslst gl
(Lo SLY) oy ) b igmg B Ays g (a5 ol onyld pllad
ST 3 BV ol 909 afliasy cmaling (b e S5 LT (L b
el Jo olb & oYU o Yy el @) bl e U] BLo)
il G e g 256 Al LT ) BLOYL candly e Yy LS 3 3Ly
B oY i) (o5 Ly alals p il g cade cly Ll o 3

Gl LS ks Lty g e o8y (iSO bl e Tb

Y el E5e S0t Blgl e jsiie Et (gl Sl 1S G Ol oladl anl oae !

287-263 o (+2019-1441 @Yl dasls b 1 390) (xS 3 JsY)
2 Ali Adan Ali, “Historical Development of Muslim Education in East Africa: An Eye
on Kenya”, Journal of Education in Muslim Societies 4, no. 1 (2022), 128-139.
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Madrasa System in Nairobi,” (MA Thesis, Kenyatta University, 1992),1-303.
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