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Abstract

Norman Calder is a British orientalist renowned for his research on Islamic
law. In his book 'Studies in Early Muslim Jurisprudence’, Calder provides a
comprehensive study on early Islamic law, and reveals how Islamic law was
formed and developed. In this context, he examines the content and the form
of some of the early Islamic Law works. One of these works is Imam Malik's
Muwatta, which is a significant work for the science of hadith in terms of the
comprising narrations from the Prophet (pbuh), his companions, and
followers, as well as for Figh in terms of comprising the practices of the people
of Medina, reflecting the early practices of Figh in Islam. However, Calder
questions the belonging of this work to Imam Malik and provides evidence for
this claim in his book mentioned above. The subject of our study is the
criticisms of Harald Motzki, who responded to these claims in his article "The
Prophet and the Cat", and the evaluation of these criticisms. Motzki is known
for his work on hadith and Islamic law. In his hadith criticism, he applies the
"Isnad cum Matn" method to the narrations and criticizes the orientalist views.
The study firstly presents Calder's views and then Motzki's responses to these
claims and gives the opinion of Muslim scholars are regarding these claims
and evaluates how accurate of Motzki's views are. The study followed a
descriptive-analytical approach. It also relied on comparative and critical
methodologies. The study reached several conclusions, the most important of
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which is that Calder relied in his claims on the methods and theories of earlier
Orientalists, such as the (e silentio) theory, which was described as weak by
Motzki and the view of Muslim scholars who dated the compilation of the
Muwatta to around 159 AH and attributed it to Imam Malik, considering this
attribution historically more accurate.

Keywords: Norman Calder, Harald Motzki, Malik, Muwatta, Hadith.
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! Calder, Norman, Studies in Early Muslim Jurisprudence, (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1% edition, 1993).
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3 Motzki, Harald, “The Prophet and The Cat: on dating Malik’s Muwatta and legal

traditions”, Jaruselam Studies in Arabic and Islam, (Jerusalem: The Hebrew University
of Jerusalem), Vol. 22, 1998, pp 18-83.
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2 Yilmaz, Rabhile, “Norman Calder’in Studies in Early Muslim Jurisprudence Adh Eseri
Cercevesinde Sarkiyat Literatiiriinde Muvatta’in Tarihlendirilmesi”, /slam Hukuku
Arastirmalart Dergisi, (Konya: Mehir Vakfi), Vol. 24, 2014, pp 393-407.

3Yilmaz Kizilkaya, Rahile, “Oryantalist Bir Fikrin Kendi Paradigmasi Iginden Tenkid
Edilme Serencamia Ornek: Norman Calder’mn Muvatta’1 Tarihlendirmesine Y&neltilen
Elestiriler”, /lahiyat Akademi, (Gaziantep: Gaziantep Universitesi), Vol. 7-8, 2018, pp
269-82.
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! Sperl, Stefan, “Norman Calder 21 March 1950 - 13 February 1998, Journal of Semitic
Studies Supplement, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), Vol. 12, 2000, p 2.

2 Toprak, Mehmet, “Norman Calder”, Islam Hukuku Arastirmalar: Dergisi, (Konya:
Mehir Vakfi), Vol. 4, 2004, p 197.

3 Sperl, “Norman Calder 21 March 1950 - 13 February 1998, p 2.

4 Toprak, “Norman Calder”, p 197.

5 Adnan Bilent Baloglu, “CALDER,Norman”, TDV /slam Ansiklopedisi (Ankara: TDV
Yayinlar1), Vol. EK2, p 240.
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