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Abstract

This research aims to know the truth about the sale of loyalty and its modern
applications in Islamic banks and financial institutions in the manner in which
some financial institutions and Islamic banks deal in various fields with
contemporary names, and jurists differ in explaining its ruling, dealing with it,
and identifying it. Based on the fact that the approach followed in this study is
the qualitative and analytical approach, therefore the research used books,
scientific journals, and official articles in this article, and then analyzed them
qualitatively. It is noted that the basic problem is that people want to keep their
movable and immovable property, so if their property is sold, their ownership
is cut off, so the option that gives them hope of recovering their property is the
loyalty sale, and one of the most important things that can cause the problem
in the schools of jurisprudence is the lack of a clear text from the Qur’an or
the Sunnah in it, Then he points out that the contemporary uses and
expressions of the opinions of contemporary jurists regarding the loyalty sale,
the most important of which are: the (usurious) sale contract, the banker’s
guarantee, the mortgage, and the real estate loan. The research has concluded
that the loyalty sale is one of the formal contracts, as the buyer is required to
fulfill it by returning the property. To the seller, when the seller returns the
price to him, it is apparently a mortgage in the form of a sale, and it violates
the provisions of the sales contract and its ruling, which benefits ownership of
the sold item as a matter of permanence and stability.

Keywords: Loyalty sale, contemporary applications, Islamic banking,

analytical study.
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Abstract

The practices and corruption of the Papacy, its opposition to science, its
restrictions on public freedoms, its endorsement of religious superstitions, and
the sale of what became known as indulgences, led to the emergence and
success of the Protestant movement and the diminishing role of the Catholic
Church. A significant similarity has been observed between some of the
foundations of Protestant reform and certain Islamic concepts and beliefs,
raising questions about the possibility of these ideas being borrowed from
Islam. Opinions on this question differ. Some thinkers believe that
Protestantism is a purely Christian experience, unaffected by Islam, and that
the fundamental differences between Islam and Christianity make it difficult
to attribute Protestantism to any Islamic influence, suggesting that the
similarities are coincidental or the result of universal human thought. Others
argue that the basic ideas of Protestantism are directly borrowed from Islam.
By using a range of methodologies, including historical, comparative, and
analytical tracking methods, the research concluded that the significant
similarity, sometimes reaching the point of exactness, combined with the
strong connections between the Christian West and the Islamic world
throughout history, and the proven extensive exposure of Protestants to the
Quran, the Hadith, and Muslim experiences, strongly supports the hypothesis
of borrowing from Islam.

Keywords: Islam, Protestantism, Catholicism, papacy, indulgences.
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Abstract

This study aimed to highlight the scientific value of the city of Nizwa,
demonstrate the scientific status of Imam Abu Saeed Al-Kudami and his
leadership of the Nizwa school of thought, and introduce this school and its
most important historical developments and its role in forming the specialized
intellectual and political class of its time. The study sought to highlight the
value of this distinguished intellectual school and its contributions to Arab-
Islamic thought compared to other similar schools. The study relied on the
inductive approach to extrapolate various aspects of the emergence of the
Nizwa School and its most important historical developments, and on the
descriptive and analytical approach to explain the role of the Nizwa School
and its contributions to Islamic thought. The study concluded with a number
of results, the most important of which is that the Nizwa School was formed
as a reaction to the extremist positions that appeared in the Rustag school
regarding the issue of the removal of Imam Salt Ibn Malik al-Kharusi (272 AH
/ 885 AD). The Nizwa School adopted moderate views on the issue of
isolation, and on the walayah and bara a.

Keywords: Omani schools of thought; Abu Saeed Al-Kudami; Nizwa School.
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Abstract

Norman Calder is a British orientalist renowned for his research on Islamic
law. In his book 'Studies in Early Muslim Jurisprudence’, Calder provides a
comprehensive study on early Islamic law, and reveals how Islamic law was
formed and developed. In this context, he examines the content and the form
of some of the early Islamic Law works. One of these works is Imam Malik's
Muwatta, which is a significant work for the science of hadith in terms of the
comprising narrations from the Prophet (pbuh), his companions, and
followers, as well as for Figh in terms of comprising the practices of the people
of Medina, reflecting the early practices of Figh in Islam. However, Calder
questions the belonging of this work to Imam Malik and provides evidence for
this claim in his book mentioned above. The subject of our study is the
criticisms of Harald Motzki, who responded to these claims in his article "The
Prophet and the Cat", and the evaluation of these criticisms. Motzki is known
for his work on hadith and Islamic law. In his hadith criticism, he applies the
"Isnad cum Matn" method to the narrations and criticizes the orientalist views.
The study firstly presents Calder's views and then Motzki's responses to these
claims and gives the opinion of Muslim scholars are regarding these claims
and evaluates how accurate of Motzki's views are. The study followed a
descriptive-analytical approach. It also relied on comparative and critical
methodologies. The study reached several conclusions, the most important of
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which is that Calder relied in his claims on the methods and theories of earlier
Orientalists, such as the (e silentio) theory, which was described as weak by
Motzki and the view of Muslim scholars who dated the compilation of the
Muwatta to around 159 AH and attributed it to Imam Malik, considering this
attribution historically more accurate.

Keywords: Norman Calder, Harald Motzki, Malik, Muwatta, Hadith.
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! Calder, Norman, Studies in Early Muslim Jurisprudence, (Oxford: Oxford University
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3 Motzki, Harald, “The Prophet and The Cat: on dating Malik’s Muwatta and legal

traditions”, Jaruselam Studies in Arabic and Islam, (Jerusalem: The Hebrew University
of Jerusalem), Vol. 22, 1998, pp 18-83.
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ISAM), Vol. 42, 2019, p 195.
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Vakft), Vol. 4, 2004, p 275.
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Abstract

The study aimed to explore the impact of employing Frayer’s model in
teaching to develop grammatical concepts among students at the fourth level
of the Arabic Language Teaching Institute for non-native speakers in in
Islamic university of Madinah. The research adopted a quasi-experimental
method with a single group and involved a sample of 35 students. To achieve
the objectives of the study, a grammatical concepts test was utilized. The
results indicated statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level between
the students’ average scores on the pre-test and post-test, favoring the post-test
application with an average score of 19.6. Furthermore, the study
demonstrated that Frayer’s model had a significant effect on concept
development, with an effect size of 0.83, which is considered high.

Keywords: Fryer's Model, grammatical concepts attitude towards training
course, Arabic language teaching, Islamic University of Madinah.
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Abstract

Islam extended to the shores of East Africa during the Umayyad Caliphate
through Muslim immigrants who came to the region for economic or political
reasons. Later, successive waves of immigration and interactions between the
arriving Muslims and the native citizens followed, allowing Islam to take hold
throughout the region. New Islamic emirates and settlements distinguished by
knowledge, scholarship and the manifestations of Islamic civilization were
established along the East African coastal line. Among the social institutions
that emerged with the advent of Islam in East Africa were the Islamic schools,
which went through various forms and phases and played the most important
role in transmitting Islamic knowledge and civilization across generations as
well as in strengthening Islamic culture and identity. The aim of this research
is to shed light on the history of Islamic education in Kenya by examining the
historical background, phases, categories, developments and reforms
implemented. Furthermore, the study evaluates the impending fundamental
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challenges that prevent Islamic education in Kenya from fulfilling its mission
and provides some suggestions to address these challenges to move forward.
The research adopts both the inductive analytical and historical approaches.
The data is collected as primary sources from library and electronic materials,
university theses, peer-reviewed journals and conference proceedings. The
information was classified, analyzed and documented later to achieve a
harmonious and well-documented study that connects past, present and
future. The article concludes that Islamic education in Kenya has gone through
various stages and forms since the arrival of Islam to the coasts of East Africa
during the first century of Hijrah. It displays that the Islamic education was
exposed to administrative and methodological obstacles during British colony
(1895-1963), but it did not stop or disappear. Rather, reforms occurred in terms
of introducing ‘Islamic education’ and ‘Arabic language’ to the state education
curriculum, the emergence of integrated schools and Islamic universities at
higher education level. However, the Kenyan Islamic education still faces
huge fundamental setbacks that embodied in lack of official legal reference, in
addition to administrative, curriculum, personnel and financial challenges. The
paper recommends conducting more studies on Islamic education in Kenya in
a manner that contributes to the comprehensive reconstruction and
advancement of Muslim education in Kenya and East Africa at large.
Keywords: Islamic Education, Kenya, Islamic Education Renewal, Islamic
Education Reform, Fundamental Challenges.
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! Abreau, E. “The role of Voluntary organizations in Education with Special Reference
to African and Asian Communities,” Kenya Historical Review Journal 4, no. 2 (1976),
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3 Swalha Salim, “A History of the Yemeni Arabs in Kenya,” (MA thesis, University of
Nairobi, 1983), 96-97.
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2 Aden Ali Abdi “Integration of Islamic and Secular Education in Kenya: A Synthesis of
the Literature,” International Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research 5, no.

3 (2017), 67-75.
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Abstract

Free verse poetry represents a significant innovation in modern Arabic poetry,
as Arabic poetry transitioned from imitation and suggestion to renewal in both
form and content. Free verse poetry is one of the most important modern
literary movements that has gained substantial attention in literary studies due
to its role in transforming the course of Arabic poetry. Free verse first emerged
in Europe and then influenced Arabic, Malay, and other literatures. Based on
this context, this study investigates the emergence and development of free
verse poetry in both Arab and Malay societies, presenting examples of free
verse by four of its pioneers: Nazik al-Malaika, Badr Shakir al-Sayyab,
Muhammad Yasin Makmur, and A. Latiff Mohidin. The study compares free
verse in Arab and Malay poetry in terms of history, themes, and artistic
techniques. This research uses both analytical and comparative
methodologies, starting with the emergence and development of free verse,
followed by a comparison of the similarities and parallels between Arabic and
Malay free verse poems, highlighting the artistic creativity in both. The study
concludes that free verse exists in both Arab and Malay countries and provides
significant freedom of expression by not adhering to traditional poetic rules
such as rhyme and meter.

Keywords: Free verse, Nazik al-Malaika, Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, Muhammad
Yasin Makmur, A. Latiff Mohidin.
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Journal of Arabic Language and Education, 1(1), p1-15.
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3 Ismail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p47.
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Ahmad mendengar / kata bondanya,
Terlalu pilu / rasa hatinya,
Menangislah ia / di ribaannya,
Terkenangkan akan / untung nasibnya.?
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! Mohamad Shaidan, Shaiful Bahri Md. Radzi, “Tradisionalis, Penyimpangan dan Puisi
Sukar dalam Puisi Melayu Moden”, (International Journal of the Malay World and
Civilisation), Vol. 8, No 3, 2020, p 20.

2 Nazri Atoh, Saipolbarin Ramli, Zamri Arifin, Zubir Idris, “Konsep Puisi Tradisional
antara Kesusasteraan Aran dengan Kesusasteraan Melayu”, (Sibawah, Journal of
Arabic Language and Education), Vol. 1, No 1, 2020, p 8.

3 Nazri Atoh, Saipolbarin Ramli, Zamri Arifin, Zubir Idris, “Konsep Puisi Tradisional
antara Kesusasteraan Aran dengan Kesusasteraan Melayu”, p 9.

4 Nazri Atoh, Saipolbarin Ramli, Zamri Arifin, Zubir Idris, “Konsep Puisi Tradisional
antara Kesusasteraan Aran dengan Kesusasteraan Melayu”, p 9.
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! Nazri Atoh, Saipolbarin Ramli, Zamri Arifin, Zubir Idris, “Konsep Puisi Tradisional
antara Kesusasteraan Aran dengan Kesusasteraan Melayu”, p12.

2 Mohamad Shaidan, Shaiful Bahri Md. Radzi, “Tradisionalis, Penyimpangan dan Puisi
Sukar dalam Puisi Melayu Moden”, p12.

3 Mohamad Shaidan, Shaiful Bahri Md. Radzi, “Tradisionalis, Penyimpangan dan Puisi
Sukar dalam Puisi Melayu Moden”, p13.

4 Mohamad Shaidan, Shaiful Bahri Md. Radzi, “Tradisionalis, Penyimpangan dan Puisi
Sukar dalam Puisi Melayu Moden”, p14.
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! Mohamad Shaidan, Shaiful Bahri Md. Radzi, “Tradisionalis, Penyimpangan dan Puisi
Sukar dalam Puisi Melayu Moden”, pl4.

2 Ismail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p12.

3 Ismail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p12.

4 Ismail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p12.
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Adindaku Sayang

Bukan tak terdengar ratapmu, oh dinda!

Buka tak terdengar keluhanmu Si buahhati (buah hati)
Sesungguhnya hamba mendengar dan mengerti
Menantikan masa hendak dipelawa

Bukan hamba tak Rahim, oh adinda!

Bukan kanda tak kisah sibuahhati (Si buah hati)
Adikku dicinta sampai ke mati

Kuletak di dalam piala jiwa.
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Y 1smail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p12.
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Anjing itu, sering menyalak-nyalak selalunya mendayu-dayu
Bukan kerana ada musuh

Tetapi meminta makanan, perutnya lapar,
Tuannya hanya mencampakkan cebis-cebis roti kering.

L 1smail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p207.
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Duhai Kampung talang

pada teguh tenagamu

menerima hari-hari yang pergi dan datang

pasti ditiduri jaga anak-anakmu

sayu matanya di sawah ladang
pilu hatinya di bukit berjuang.

Salmi ) Lete oho oo LM Bl e i U oleladl o gb 4
Zanariah ) &gl ds Olg 4,055 (Zurinah Hassan) > 4y959 «(Manja
\Ea3 (3 (Salmi Manja) FLe Ml oy Eo> (Wan Abdul Wahab

tedl G g pdeg bzl e 553l (Keluhan) ssa)
Sama ada tangan melambai
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Sama ada suara menghimbau
tapi hamba dalam kurungan
kawan sepi beradat larangan

(Muhammad Yasin Makmur) sgeas (e dos
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.2(Melayu, Pensil Biru, Pengarang, Pujangga, Malim, Tanah Emas

Keluh Kesah - Keluh Kesah - Muhammad Yasin Makmur

Waktu senja burung terbang
Waktu adinda bersedih cita
Hancur dan lebur di kalbu abang
Sedihkan adik panah dewata

Waktu dinihari malam yang sunyi
Waktu anak-anak kehilangan ibu
Abang meratap berbagai bunyi
Merindukan adik menyala di kalbu

Waktu subuh menyingsing di angkasa
Waktu tabuh bersahut-sahutan
Abang bermimpi berbagai rasa
Adik disangka hanyut di lautan

Ismail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p210."
Ismail Yusoff, Kesusasteraan Melayu Lama dan Baru, p209.2
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Waktu kabus menyambut siang
Waktu makhluk bangun bekerja
Abang terlalai waktu sembahyang
Asyikkan adinda intan durja
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Pesisir Waktu, 1981 - Abdul Latiff Mohidin

Rumah terpencil itu

tidak pernah kosong

angin datang perlahan

dengan selendang suteranya
menaiki tangga membuka pintu
menyusur ruang tengah
menghembus debu lantai
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menyentuh bingkai gambar
di dinding kamar

menyapu sarang labah

di depan almari kaca
menjatuhkan tirai kelambu
sambil menyanyi perlahan
sebelum tertidur

di atas katil besinya

Rumah terpencil itu

tidak pernah kosong

angin berjalan mundar-mandir
dengan megah di dalamnya
bagai seorang seripanggung tua
mengingati zaman gemilang
sebelum saat runtuh itu tiba
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Abstract

The research presents a scholarly figure from Khorasan who actively
engaged in advanced theological debates, embraced intellectual pluralism,
and, like many other scholars from Khorasan, migrated to the cultural hubs
of the Islamic world, including Irag and the Arabian Peninsula, to contribute
to scientific production. Abu Ghanim al-Khurasani was particularly
dedicated to documenting the jurisprudence of the Ibadi school and
comparing the views of the disciples of Abu Ubaidah Muslim ibn Abi
Karima on internal and external disputes within the school. He authored a
significant work titled Al-Mudawwanah, the first comprehensive Ibadi text
on advanced theological debates. This book was later referred to as Al-
Mudawwanah al-Sughra (the Minor Compilation) to distinguish it from Al-
Mudawwanah al-Kubra (the Major Compilation), a more extensive version
developed by subsequent Ibadi scholars. Exploring such obscure figures
within the Ibadi school—who are less known to other Islamic schools—is
highly significant. It offers scholars a chance to investigate the early
intellectual contributions of Islamic schools and addresses many judgments
made on incomplete studies when comparing different schools of thought.
Given the limited writings available on Abu Ghanim, this research represents
an essential contribution to peer-reviewed journals, as it is directly relevant
to contemporary scholarship. The study delves into Abu Ghanim’s
personality, his intellectual capabilities, and his ethical excellence. It also
explores the Ibadi school’s origins, its jurisprudential and political
characteristics, and its relationship with Sunni schools. Furthermore, the
researcher highlights the school’s commitment to independent reasoning
(ijitihad) and its separation from the Kharijites in both jurisprudence and
politics.

Keywords: Abu Ghanim al-Khurasani, Abu Ubaidah, the Ibadi school’s, Al-
Mudawwanah, comparative figh.
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Abstract

Microfinance institutions represent an effective tool that has proven successful
globally in combating poverty. However, their implementation in Afghanistan,
due to contradictions with Islamic principles, has not contributed to solving
the problem of poverty but has instead exacerbated it. Accordingly, this study
aims to present a model for a microfinance institution based on the Qard al-
Hasan (interest-free loan) principles as a strategy to alleviate poverty and
achieve sustainable development in Afghanistan. The proposed model
integrates Qard al-Hasan mechanisms with waqf (endowment), zakat, and
takaful (solidarity), drawing insights from successful experiences in Islamic
microfinance, particularly the Malaysian experience. The model relies on
diverse funding sources, including cash waqf, hujaj (pilgrim) deposits,
donations, zakat funds, proceeds from sacrificial animal skins, customer
deposits, permissible service revenues, profitable investments, and
governmental support, enhancing the institution's financial sustainability. The
study aims to clarify the concept and significance of Qard al-Hasan in light of
Islamic texts, emphasizing the necessity of establishing an official institution
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to implement Qard al-Hasan as a tool to combat poverty in Afghanistan.
Additionally, it provides a practical model for a Qard al-Hasan institution
integrated with wagf, zakat, and takaful to help reduce poverty in Afghan
society. aimed at poverty alleviation in Afghan society. The research employs
an inductive approach to examine successful experiences, the field method for
collecting primary data, the descriptive method to explain concepts, and the
analytical method for data analysis to determine a suitable model for
implementation in Afghanistan. Key findings suggest that a Qard al-Hasan
institution, if implemented within an appropriate legislative and administrative
framework, could play an effective role in reducing poverty and
unemployment, and in creating sustainable job opportunities through interest-
free microloans for the neediest segments of society. The study recommends
adopting policies to support this model’s implementation and conducting
further research on developing Islamic finance and its institutions in
Afghanistan.

Keywords: Qard al-Hasan, Islamic microfinance, poverty, Afghanistan.
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2 Chapra, M. Umer & Khan, Tariqullah, “Regulation and Supervision of Islamic Banks”,
Occasional Paper No. 3, Islamic Development Bank, Islamic Research and Training
Institute, Jeddah, 2000, p n.

3 Najeeb, Syed Faiq & Lahsana, Ahcene, “Qard Hasan: its Sharriah Rules and
Applications in Islamic Finance”, Journal of Islamic Business and Management, Vol. 3,
No. 1, 2013, p 2.
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10850 ¢(p2010 copanndd (bl aaboghl ol daal
5 See Faroog, M. Omar, “Qard Hasan, Wadi'ah/Amanah and Bank Deposits:
Applications and Misapplications of Some Concepts in Islamic Banking”, Arab Law

Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 2, 2011, p 120.
® See Najeeb & Lahsana, “Qard Hasan: Its Sharriah Rules and Applications ...”, p 9.
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2 See Obaidullah, M., Introduction to Islamic Microfinance, (New Delhi: IBF Net (P)
Limited, 2008), p15-17.
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! See Hassan, S. Salman, “Islamic-Based Microfinance and Poverty Alleviation: Case
Study of Home-Based Women Workers in Pakistan”, (Thesis, University Sains
Malaysia, 2014).

2 See Rob, Dixon, John Ritchie, Juliana Siwale, 2007. “Loan Officers and Loan
‘Delinquency’ in Microfinance: A Zambian Case” Accounting Forum, Vol. 31, No. 1
(2007): 47-71. doi: 10.1016/j.accfor.2006.11.005.

3 See Saad, Norma Md & Ouasa, Jarita, “An Economic Impact Assessment of a
Microcredit Program in Malaysia: The Case of Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia (AIM)”,
International Journal of Business and Society, (Sarawak: Universiti Malaysia Sarawak),
Vol. 12 No. 1, 2011, p 2.

4 See Obaidullah, Muhammed, “Role of Microfinance in Poverty Alleviation: Lessons
from Experiences in Selected IDB Member Countries, (Jeddah: Islamic Research &
Training Institute, 2008), p64.
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! See Pramanik, et al., Integration of Wagf and Islamic Microfinance ..., 4.
o (bt g A padl - g 2
3 See Akhter, Waheed, et al., “Islamic Micro-Finance and Poverty Alleviation: A Case

of Pakistan”, Proceedings 2nd CBRC, Lahore, Pakistan November 14, 2009, p 1-8.
4 See Pramanik, et al., Integration of Waqf and Islamic Microfinance ..., 10.
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4 See Widiyanto, et al., “Effectiveness of Qard-Al-Hassan Financing ..., p 27-42.
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! See Mustafa, Shams, et al., Beacon of Hope: an impact assessment study of BRAC’s
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3 See Adawiah, Engku Rabiah, “Successful Models of Social Finance Initiatives: Lessons
from Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia (AIM)”, 14th International Shariah Scholars Forum,
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Abstract

This research discusses the challenges related to issuing legal fatwas on
medical cases, and because the jurist is not a specialist in medical science, his
fatwa depends on the correct news from a trustworthy doctor, who informs
him of what helps him to visualize the medical incident well. The research
discusses how to conceptualize the medical incident, then this is followed by
the initiation In editing the procedures for jurisprudential consideration
thereof, by revising the incident, and editing its rank in the hierarchy of legal
demands: necessities, needs, and improvements, then considering the
appropriate rulings, Since this work is composed of the stages referred to
above; The problems related to it are discussed in this research. This research
employs the descriptive approach in narrating the sayings and opinions of
jurists, and then uses the critical approach in examining the opinions and
possibilities proposed to address contemporary medical issues. The researcher
draws attention to the importance of taking care to sort the medical cases that
fall into the three levels of interests, which are necessities, needs, and
improvements, especially this last level. Because problems occur frequently,
and there are forms of beautification that resemble some of the forms
mentioned in texts and fatwas, but they do not match them, because they are
fraught with details that make the ruling on permissibility closer than
prohibition, and | mentioned that in the research.

Keywords: Fatwas, downloading rulings, realizing the mandate, sick cases,
medical rulings, calamities, developments, purposes.
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Abstract

Pre-university Islamic Education in Egypt is provided through Al-Azhar
Institutes where more than 2 million students are enrolled today. Since its
establishment, Al-Azhar Institutes have gone through various changes with
regards to the length of the study period and its educational curriculum. This
study focuses on the most recent modifications in al-Azhar Institutes’ figh
curriculum introduced in 2013, after the outbreak of the Arab Spring. In the
aftermath of the Arab Spring, Al-Azhar faced accusations of teaching classical
books that include ideas that promote extremism and preach a sectarian divide.
This was followed by the authoring of a “simplified” version of the figh
textbooks instead of the classical figh textbooks. Hence, this study seeks to
answer the following questions: What is the nature of these modifications in
the figh curriculum? Was it for ideological or pedagogical reasons? Is it a state
sponsored project or ‘ulama led effort? Using content analysis and
comparative methods, the study analyzes and compares the “simplified”
textbooks with the “original” textbooks to identify the patterns of changes and
to outline the nature of the modifications and hence the reasons behind it. The
analysis shows that one of the main purposes for the modification is to simplify
the textbooks and to make them age appropriate for middle and secondary
school students. The modification was conducted in accordance with the
‘ulama’s conceptualization of the revival (¢ajdid) that Islam needs, a revival
that preserves the authenticity of the Islamic tradition (furath).
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Introduction

More than two million students in Egypt today receive their Islamic
education through Al-Azhar Institutes. In the aftermath of the Arab
Spring, Al-Azhar faced accusations that its teaching of classical
jurisprudence promotes extremism and preaches sectarian division. In
response, al-Azhar prepared “simplified” versions of the classical figh
textbooks to be used at the middle, and high school levels. This study
examines the most recent modifications to al-Azhar Institutes’ curriculum
introduced in 2013, namely, the simplification of the figh textbooks taught
to middle school students.
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This paper opens with an overview of its research focus, outlining the
research questions and providing a concise literature review. It then
transitions into the study’s three main sections. Sections one gives a brief
background on the structural and curricular reforms al-Azhar has
undergone from the late 19th century to the beginning of the 21st century.
In this section, the researcher points out the main characteristics of
Tantaw1’s tajdid, introduced in 2007, and how the new curriculum of 2013
differs from it. Section two focuses on the content of the new simplified
Shafi‘1 figh textbooks. The author compares the content of the simplified
texts with the original texts to identify patterns of changes. In Section
three, the author discusses the findings of the analysis, which suggest that
the purpose of the changes was pedagogical and ideological.

Problem statement

Since its establishment in1936, Al-Azhar Institutes’ Islamic curriculum
has undergone various changes with regards to the topics covered and
textbooks used.! These calls to modify and modernize al-Azhar curricula
are not recent. Since the establishment of Al-Azhar Institutes in its modern
structure in 1936, al-Azhar taught classical books. Then, with the
development of al-Azhar education, in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, al-Azhar started using a mixture of traditional texts and modern
textbooks.? Yet, the need to develop modernized textbooks in simplified
Arabic continued to be seen as an urgent need for the reformation of al-
Azhar.

In fact, in the 19" and the 20™ centuries, there were many calls, from
the state and scholars such as Afghani, ‘Abduh,® Tantawi, Gomaa, and
‘Imarah to modernize al-Azhar curricula and write new textbooks. 4
Responding to these calls, Al-Azhar, under the leadership of Tantawi as
its Rector in 2007, introduced his newly authored figh books into the
curriculum for middle and high school students. With the appointment of
al-Tayyib as the Rector in 2010, al-Azhar introduced yet a new figh
curriculum in 2013, one that continues to be taught until today.

! Dalal Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 1st ed.
(Cairo: Dar Al-Fikr, 2010).

2 Nakissa Aria, Aria Nakissa - The Anthropology of Islamic Law_ Education, Ethics, and
Legal Interpretation at Egypt’s Al-Azhar-Oxford University Press (2019) (Oxford
University Press, 2019).

8 Muhammad al- Ahmad al-Zawahiri, Al-’Iim Wa-l ‘Ulama Wa- Nizam al- Ta lim
(Tanta: Al- Matba‘a al- ‘Umiuimiyya bi- Tanta, 1904).

4Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir.
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Thus, this study focuses on the recent fajdid in al-Azhar’s curriculum
in the period from 2013 until today. The author seeks to answer the
following questions:

1. What was the nature of these modifications in the figh curriculum?

2. What were the topics discussed in the Islamic Heritage subject?

3. Were the modifications motivated by ideological or pedagogical
reasons?

4. Were the modifications a state-sponsored project or ‘ulama led-
effort?

Using comparative content analysis and focusing on the figh sections
of the middle- and high-school textbooks, this study compares the
“simplified” content with the original content to identify patterns of
change and to propose reasons behind the changes.

The analysis suggests that one main purpose of the modifications was
to make the figh textbooks age-appropriate for middle and high school
students. The comparison shows the systemic removal of topics and
passages that could be seen as threatening the national security of Egypt.
Hence, the author argues that state stability, national unity, and security
were main purposes for curricular modification. However, did this make
the curricular changes a state-led project? Evidence suggests that, though
the curricular changes eventually served the state and its stability, they
were not directed by the state, but rather were conducted in accordance
with the Azhari ‘ulama’s conceptualization of a revival (fajdid) of the
Islamic tradition (turath).

Literature Review

A preliminary literature review of shows that previous studies on al-Azhar
are primarily focused on understanding its historical role and the
development of learning system at al-Azhar Mosque and riwaq. Mary
Elston in her dissertation titled Reviving Turath: Islamic Education in
Modern Egypt focuses on the construction of an ideal form of turath
through the texts, discourses and practices of the ‘ulama and their learning
community. A few studies highlight the tension between the state and Al-
Azhar and the call for the renewal of religious discourse. Ahmed
Mustafa’s study, Al-Azhar’s Renewal of Religious Discourse and Power

! Mary Beinecke Elston, “Reviving Turath: Islamic Education in Modern Egypt” (Ph.D.,
United States -- Massachusetts, Harvard University, 2020),
https://www.proquest.com/pgdtglobal/docview/2512790773/4B92BB3C8AC3473FPQ/
4,
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after the 2011 Egyptian Revolution, provides an overview of the
development of religious discourse in al-Azhar in the last 10 years. ! He
argues that al-Azhar’s independence from the state increased after the
Egyptian revolution. This independence enhanced al-Azhar's overall
credibility in the view of the Egyptian public and transformed it into a
critical player in the social and political contexts.

Many other studies written in Arabic focus on the enrollment ratio.
However, my survey of both Arabic and English scholarship suggests that
minimal attention has been given to the curriculum itself and pressures
toward its reformation. For example, one of the earliest in-depth writings
that pays serious attention to the curriculum is a book written by the
former Rector of al-Azhar, Sheikh Mohamed al-Zahrawi (d.1953). In his
book, Al-'lim wa-l ‘ulama’ wa- Nizam al- Ta ‘lim, al-Zahrawi provides a
critical analysis of the curriculum taught at the time he wrote the book,
1905, at al-Azhar.® Though al-Zahrawi’s book is useful to provide a
historical context of learning at Al-Azhar, it is outdated. What remains
missing in our contemporary time is a critical analysis of the curriculum
and its implications in the contemporary context.*

Another study conducted by Ahmad ‘Abd al-Rahman and ‘Abd al-
Fattah al-Khatib demonstrated that the restructuring of Al-Azhar's
curriculum, particularly the reduction of advanced religious sciences, not
only weakened the institution’s appeal among traditionalist families but
also raised concerns about its role as a bastion of Islamic scholarship in
Egypt.> In Egypt, families choose to enroll their children in al-Azhar
Institutes instead of public schools because of the rigorous religious
education offered at al-Azhar. Through reducing the number of religious
studies classes, al-Azhar lost one of its advantages that used to attract
more families.

! Ahmed Mustafa, “Al-Azhar’s Renewal of Religious Discourse and Power After the
2011 Egyptian Revolution,” accessed November 8, 2022,
https://www.proquest.com/openview/eb6d9d5dc480ade3e8d17a6dfd1fflda/1?pg-
origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y.

2 Mustafa, “Al-Azhar’s Renewal of Religious Discourse and Power After the 2011
Egyptian Revolution.”

3 al-Zawahiri, Al-"Iim Wa-1 ‘Ulama’ Wa- Nizam al- Ta ‘lim.

4 Atlantic Council, “Al-Azhar and Sisi’s Regime: Structural Roots of Disagreement,”
Atlantic Council, April 2017, https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/al-
azhar-and-sisi-s-regime-structural-roots-of-disagreement/.

5 ’Ibrahim Raslan, Mohamed Nasr, and Hasan Mahmod, “Al-Talab al-’Ijtima’it Ala al-
T alim al-’ AzharT Qabl al-Jam’ii Hatta ‘Aam 2030 (Cairo: Mijalit kulliyat al-Tarbiyah,
2019).



at-Tajdid-Volume 29, Issue 57, Rajab 1446 AH / January 2025AD 356

The development of Al-Azhar's curriculum has always been closely
tied to Egypt's political landscape. After the January 25" (2011)
revolution, Al-Tayyib often demonstrated strong opposition to the state’s
policies and its approach to religious renewal, an approach that he
believed contradicted the Islamic heritage.! This was followed by a
conflict between al-Azhar and the Egyptian state, led at that time by al-
Tayyib on one hand and state’s officials and pro-state national media
channels on the other hand. The conflict was manifested in the state’s
critique of the religious discourse and Islamic education offered.?

This conflict between al-Azhar and the state enticed many activists,
thinkers, and journalists to investigate and criticize the curriculum taught
in Al-Azhar Institutes. They argued that the curriculum contains texts that
promote violence and extremism, cause division among the Egyptian
people, dehumanize the followers of other faiths, and impede the
development of Egypt. Several activists and journalists wrote articles in
local newspapers and appeared on Egyptian TV channels claiming that
Al-Azhar’s approach is not moderate (wasati). For example, Ahmed
Mahir is an Egyptian judge known for criticizing turath. In a televised
interview on ETC channel, Mahir criticized al-Azhar’s Shafi'T figh
textbooks for forbidding Muslim to greet non-Muslims in their religious
holidays. He also blamed al-Azhar for promoting the sectarian division.®

Thus, this research focuses on changes in the figh curriculum since
the appointment of Ahmed al-Tayyib in 2010 as the Rector of Al-Azhar
—that is, in the last 10 years. The study argues that the newly introduced
modifications to its curriculum have allowed al-Azhar to retain its role
in providing Islamic education to Muslim children in Egypt and to
thousands of students who attend al-Azhar from across the world.
Additionally, the study contributes to the literature on modern Egypt by
bringing the research attention to the significance of the pre-university
Islamic education in Egypt. It also shows the role al-Azhar can play in
maintaining the stability of the state and strengthening its national unity
during critical times.

! Tajdid Al-Fikr Al-Islami: Jadal Bayna Shaykh Al-Azhar Wa Ra ‘its Jami ‘at Al-Qahirah,
2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EOW9XYzwf4.

2 Mustafa, “Al-Azhar’s Renewal of Religious Discourse and Power After the 2011
Egyptian Revolution.”

3 Ahmed Maher: Ihtiwa ManahijAl-Azahr Ala Tahrid Did Al-Agbat, 2017,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOGP1qTsstU.
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1. Educational and Structural reforms at al-Azhar

The end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth
century witnessed significant reforms at al-Azhar system and curricula
that shaped the field of Islamic education in Egypt for the rest of the
twentieth century. In the past century, al-Azhar was able to overcome
three interconnected challenges that represented obstacles to keeping up
with the changes of modern times and their necessities. These obstacles
were the lack of a standardized curriculum, lack of certification, and the
inconsistent length of the study period.

1.1 Study Period

The lack of specific study period in al-Azhar Mosque represented a huge
challenge and resulted in a very low number of graduates. Until the late
19" century, al-Azhar followed the traditional method of learning which
is the distinctive feature of Islamic learning since medieval times. James
Heyworth-Dunne highlighted that student spent an estimated eight to ten
years to complete a set of general books.! Bayard Bayard adds that more
serious students who were aspiring to reach the highest levels of
scholarship spent their entire lives studying at al- Azhar. Shaykh al-Azhar
Muhammad al- Ahmadi al- Zawahiri (d.1907) shared the same concern
when he highlighted that aspiring students spend at least 20 years at al-
Azhar to reach the level of scholarship.? As a result of these long periods
of study, the learning process in al-Azhar was inefficient and, to a certain
extent, disorganized.

To overcome this problem, the Law of 24 March 1885 mandated that
students must be registered, and attendance be recorded. This meant that
a person who was not registered in riwaq could not be counted as a student
of al-Azhar. ® This change made the learning process more organized and
controlled the number of students to ensure the efficiency of teaching.
Moreover, additional requirements such as the age of the students and
their reading abilities were introduced to ensure that students had the
aptitude to benefit from the classes taught.

For example, in order for a student to be eligible to study at al-Azhar,
he had to have been at least 15 years old, have memorized half of the
Qur'an, and been able to read and write. Blind student had to know the

! Bayard Dodge, Al-Azhar: A Millennium of Muslim Learning (Washington, D.C: Middle
East Institute, 1961).

2 al-Zawahiri, Al-"Iim Wa-l ‘Ulama’ Wa- Nizam al- Ta ‘lim.

% Dodge, Al-Azhar.
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entire Qur’an by heart.! These reforms were extended to the rest of the
teaching mosques that were independent from al-Azhar, most prominently
the Ahmadi Mosque in Tanta — the very same mosque at which Abduh
studied and about whose teaching methods he complained. When Al-
Azhar Administration Council was established in 1895, schools at
mosques of Tanta, Distiq and Dimyat were placed under the control of Al-
Azhar and the same rules were applied.

By 1911, the length of study was specified for each educational
stage, with four years allocated to each of the following three
stages: ibtida T (equivalent to middle school nowadays, i.e., 6"-8t"
grades), thanawt (equivalent to high school nowadays, i.e., 9t-12t
grades) and higher education (equivalent to university nowadays).?2
The Law of 1961 modified the study period and divided it into three
stages: elementary, middle and high school. In 1961, the study
period was six years for elementary, three years for middle and five
years for high school. The age of students in each stage was
equivalent to nowadays. Then, in 1967, Law 49 was passed to
reduce the high school study period from five years to four years,
which remained unchanged until 1998,° when the study period in
the high school was reduced to three years.* By the end of the 20"
century, Al-Azhar study periods have been restructured to align
with the modern educational system in public schools and to meet
K-12 educational standards.

1.2 Standardized Curriculum

The second problem that al-Azhar needed to overcome was the absence
of a fixed curriculum. Each teacher used to choose what books to teach
and there were no study plans. To combat this inefficiency a mandatory
fixed curriculum was assigned. 5 According to Aria Nakissa, this step was
crucial to other reforms because “once a basic curriculum was in place,
further efforts could be undertaken to boost educational efficiency by (1)
increasing the speed at which students completed the curriculum, (2)

! Dodge, Al-Azhar, 135.

2 Dodge, Al-Azhar, 141.

3Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 90.

4 SabrT Mohamed Hamad, “Al-T‘alim al-’AzharT Qabl al-Jam’it Fi Misr,” Mijalat
Markaz Al-Bufoth al-Jughrafiyah, no. 2 (2003): 80.

5 Aria, Aria Nakissa - The Anthropology of Islamic Law_ Education, Ethics, and Legal
Interpretation at Egypt’s Al-Azhar-Oxford University Press (2019).
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decreasing the per-capita cost of completing the curriculum, and (3)
maximizing the number of students completing the curriculum”. *

Thus, in 1896, al-Azhar took the first step towards establishing a
fixed curriculum. First, courses were divided into two categories: uliim
al-magasid ( substantive disciplines) which included legal theory (Usiil
al- Figh ), law (Figh ), theology (Tawhid), Hadith reports, Qur anic
exegesis (Tafsir); and ulim al-wasa’il (instrumental disciplines) which
included syntax (Nahw), morphology (Sarf), and logic (Mantiq), as well
as the three sciences of rhetoric (Ma ‘ani, Bayan, Badi‘).? The first of
these categories comprised the substantive aims of religious study, while
the second comprised study of supporting methods. There was also a
move to ensure that these subjects were taught using relatively standard
texts.® When the law of May 13,1911 divided the study period into three
stages, a set of courses was designated for each stage.* Going forward,
al-Azhar had a set of texts and courses taught at each grade level, which
is the case until today.®

1.3. Standardized certification
The third challenge that went hand in hand with the above two was the
lack of standardized certification and therefore recognized degrees. Al-
Azhar graduates could not take state jobs because they lacked
certification. Until the end of the 19" century only ijazas were granted by
the sheikh. Nakissa remarks that “After spending countless years at al-
Azhar, a student had no official degree to show for his efforts. Rather, his
chief accomplishments largely consisted in the personal relationships he
had cultivated with various shaykhs. It was on these relationships that he
based his authority and from which any ijazas he had collected derived
their value.”® The lack of official degrees and certifications prevented al-
Azhar from controlling the teaching that takes place under its name.

To overcome this challenge, the law of 1896 instituted a new
examination to be given after eight years of study and after the completion

! Aria, Aria Nakissa - The Anthropology of Islamic Law_ Education, Ethics, and Legal
Interpretation at Egypt’s Al-Azhar-Oxford University Press (2019), 135.

2 Dodge, Al-Azhar, 135.

3 Aria, Aria Nakissa - The Anthropology of Islamic Law_ Education, Ethics, and Legal
Interpretation at Egypt’s Al-Azhar-Oxford University Press (2019).

4 Dodge, Al-Azhar, 141.

5Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir.

® Aria, Aria Nakissa - The Anthropology of Islamic Law_ Education, Ethics, and Legal
Interpretation at Egypt’s Al-Azhar-Oxford University Press (2019), 223.
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of eight courses. Students start this phase after they have graduated from
kuttab school. Thus, the eight-year study period is equivalent to middle
and high school nowadays. If the student passed the examination, he
would be awarded a degree equivalent to a high school diploma (al-
shahadah al-ahliyyah). This certificate qualified the graduate to be imam
or khatib (preacher) in a mosque. After 12 years of study — that is, after an
additional four years of study, students could take the test of Al-shahadah
Al- ‘Alamiyah (higher diploma) administered by a committee of shaykhs.
This degree represented the highest level of education.? This would be
equivalent to a Ph.D. degree in today’s educational system. This shahada
‘alamiyya degree was later made a requirement for teaching at al-Azhar.
An individual without a degree would be barred from teaching in the
mosque.?

The latest changes of 1961 marked the introduction of secular
subjects to al-Azhar’s educational system, for the purpose of making al-
Azhar’s high school diploma equivalent to public school’s high school
diploma. Since then, the certificate of al-Azhar has become equal to those
of public schools, which means students can transfer between al-Azhar
and public schools and transfer between colleges and universities.

Undoubtedly, the reforms in the study period, curriculum and
certification were much-needed and played a central role in transforming
al-Azhar into a system of education parallel to the national public school.
Yet, what remained missing was the modification of the content of the
textbooks and the authoring of modernized textbooks for religious
subjects and selecting the books and the content that will be taught.

1.4. Need for Newly Authored Books

Authoring a creative and modernized Islamic studies curriculum relevant
to the contemporary context has been a pressing need in modern Egypt,
highlighted by many scholars. For example, the highly influential
modernizing figure Jamal al-Din al-Afghani warned that “the ummah will
never be revived as long as the books taught at Al-Azhar are still in use.”*
Muhammad ‘Abduh also emphasized that “the reformation of al-Azhar
and its education requires authoring new books accompanied by bylaws

! Dodge, Al-Azhar, 136.

2 Dodge, Al-Azhar, 136.

3 Aria, Aria Nakissa - The Anthropology of Islamic Law_ Education, Ethics, and Legal
Interpretation at Egypt’s Al-Azhar-Oxford University Press (2019).

4 Mansor Ali Rajab, Al-Azhar Bayna al-Madi Wal-Hadir (Matba‘at al-maktaf, 1946), 52.
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(lawa’ih) to organize its use.”! In 1895, using his ties with Khedive
Abbas, ‘Abduh proposed a plan to reform al-Azhar that included the
reformation of the curricula and the incorporation of modern sciences. As
a result, in 1887, the Khedive designated part of al-Azhar’s budget to
encourage the ‘ulama’ to write new textbooks for the religious studies
curriculum.?

Mansour, in his book Al-Azhar Bayna al-Madi wal-Hadir (Al-Azhar
between the past the present) (1946), asks: Al-Azhar had fulfilled its
mission in the past in a way that was suitable to the time, but is al-Azhar
fulfilling its mission in the modern context? He stressed that “the religious
studies textbooks contain a lot of confusion (awshab) that is not part of
the religion, and it is our duty to purify religion from it.”® He concludes
his book with a set of recommendations, one of them being the “necessity
to revise the books taught at al-Azhar.”* Mostafa al-Maraghi also pointed
out the urgency of authoring new books. He asserts, “The religious studies
books contain precious contents but what needs to be changed is the
presentation of the content and the teaching methods.”® Though the calls
for authoring new textbooks started in the early 20™ century, Al-Azhar
continued to teach turath books in their original form until the 21% century
when Tantaw1 introduced his series of newly authored textbooks, which
were then assigned to al-Azhar middle and high school students.
However, none of these efforts paid any attention to tazkiyah and
tasawwuf curriculum. It was completely absent from this project.

1.5 Tantawi Reforms

For example, Tantawi focused on fajdid in figh subjects. The first attempt
to modernize the curriculum by authoring new textbooks happened at the
beginning of the 21% during the period of the former rector of al-Azhar
Mohammad Sayyid Tantawi (1928-2010). After his appointment in 1996,
he ordered the revision and the reformation of the textbooks of the al-
Azhar Institutes. The revision focused on simplification (zabsit) and
abbreviation (ikhtisar) of the texts and curricula.® The reformation

1 Rajab, Al-Azhar Bayna al-Madt Wal-Hadir, 54.

2 Elston, “Reviving TuraTh.”

3 Rajab, Al-Azhar Bayna al-Mdadr Wal-Hadir, 80.

4 Rajab, Al-Azhar Bayna al-Madi Wal-Hadir, 87.

5 Muhammad Abd al- Mun’im Khafaji, Al- Azhar Ft Alf ‘Amm, vol. 2, 3 vols. (Beirut:
‘Alam al- Kutub., 1987).

® Elston, “Reviving TuraTh,” 277.
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introduced by Tantaw1 prioritized the simplification (fabsif) and
abbreviation (ikhtisar) over preserving the original Arabic form of the
turath texts.! Tantaw1 discontinued the teaching of the figh of the four
madhahib at the middle and high levels and replaced them with his newly
authored book called al-Figh Al-Muyassar (simplified jurisprudence) for
middle school and al-Figh Al-Wasit (moderate jurisprudence) for the high
school level .23

Though TantawT introduced changes to all the religious subjects, the
modifications of the figh curricula were the most noticeable and
controversial. Many of al-Azhar’s scholars opposed cancellation of
teaching the four madhahib from middle and high school Institutes and
considered this to be a threat to the rurath and the identity of the Muslim
ummabh.

1.6 Al-Tayyib’s Reforms

With the death of Tantawi and the appointment of Ahmad al-Tayyib
as the Rector, al-Azhar returned to teaching the four madhahib:
Shafi ‘i, Hanaft, Malkt and Hanbalr. Each of the four schools teaches
its own classical books. This reflects that al-Tayyib prioritized the
preservation of turath. As a result of this return to the four madhahib,
al-Tayyib and al-Azhar faced a lot of criticism. After the Arab Spring
and the rise of extremist groups, al-Azhar was accused of spreading
religious extremism. The critics and state media claimed that al-
Azhar’s curriculum contains too much of the rurath texts, including
sections from hadith and jurisprudence that deal with slavery, the
jizyah tax, and jihad.* External pressure led to al-Tayyib’s decision to
again reform the figh curricula at the middle and high school
Institutes. In 2015, Al-Azhar announced it had revised curricula for
all pre-university levels of education.>®

! Elston, “Reviving TuraTh.”

2 Elston, “Reviving TuraTh.”

3 Ismael El-Kholy, “Al-Azhar Controversy Leads to Curriculum Updates,” Al-Monitor,
accessed December 29, 2022, https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2015/06/egypt-
azhar-university-curriculum-updates-extremist-sisi.html.

4 Elston, “Reviving TuraTh”; El-Kholy, “Al-Azhar Controversy Leads to Curriculum
Updates - Al-Monitor.”

5 El-Kholy, “Al-Azhar Controversy Leads to Curriculum Updates - Al-Monitor.”

6 «Al-Azhar Rewrites Curricula - Al-Monitor: The Pulse of the Middle East,” accessed
May 10, 2022, https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2015/06/egypt-azhar-curriculim-
revise-religious-discourse-extremism.html.
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The curriculum in its revised form continues to cover all the classical
religious and Arabic subjects such as hadith, Qur’anic exegesis (fafsir),
jurisprudence (figh), logic (mantiq), rhetoric (balagha), grammar (nahw),
syntax (sarf), and prosody (‘arud), but the textbooks through which these
subjects are currently taught were revised in 2015. This study focuses on
the figh textbooks. This study focuses the figh subject because it is the
subject that has received most attention in all tajdid efforts due to due to
criticism directed at it by secularists for including ideas that were seen as
a threat to Egypt’s national unity. Also, figh texts are amongst the most
difficult to understand due to their technically difficult terminology. The
remaining part of this paper is dedicated to the figh subject. Through this
analysis, the study highlightsthe main changes in the ShafiT figh
textbooks to show how has al-Azhar responded to the accusation it faced
after the Arab Spring.

2. Modification in the Figh Curricula

In this section, the author examines the modification in al-Azhar
Institutes’ figh curriculum. The author begins with a brief history of the
figh books taught to middle and high school students. Then, he discusses
the author’s introduction of simplified texts where they outline the
principles and the approach of modification. After that, the study
identifies four types of changes that characterize the new textbooks,
namely: 1) reformatting the text and topics; 2) editing out topics from the
curricula; 3) rephrasing the complex sentences and rulings; 4) the addition
and the removal of passages and sections under topics.

2.1. History of the Figh Curriculum at Al-Azhar

Figh is one of the main subjects that has always been taught in al-Azhar
since its establishment. During the Ayyubid dynasty (1171-1260), figh
was one of the main subjects alongside kadith and tafsir. Similarly, during
Ottoman and modern Egypt, the four madhahib were taught in al-Azhar.!
The reformation in the second half of the 19" century brought many
changes, such as the integration of secular subjects or modern sciences
(al- ‘ulum al-Hadithah), elimination of some religious subjects, and
removal of certain books and commentaries, yet the teaching of figh
remained central. Although the teaching of figh as a subject continues to

! Mohamed al-Bahiyi, Al-Azhar: Tarikhoh Wa-Tarawruh (Cairo: Dar wa-Matab’i al-
Sh‘ab, 1964), 287.
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be a core component at al-Azhar, the content of what is taught has
undergone significant flux in recent decades. In this section, the researcher
traces the changes in the Shafi 7 figh subject in the last 12 years, since the
appointment of Ahmad al-Tayyib as the Rector of al-Azhar in 2010.

Many ShafiT figh textbooks have been utilized at al-Azhar
throughout its history. Mohamed Al-Bahyi in his book Al-Azhar:
Tarikhuh wa-Tarawwuruh (Al-Azhar: Its history and Development) lists
the Shafi 7 figh books taught at al-Azhar in 1892, 1899 and 1908. These
include Matn Abii Shuja‘ (MAS)* and its two commentaries (shars), Ibn
Qasim’s ( d.1512 ) Fath al-garib al-mujib fi sharh alfaz al-Tagrib
(abbreviated Fath al-Qarib, or FQ) and al-Khatib’s (d.1570) commentary
al-Igna“ fi Hall Alfaz Abi Shuja‘ fi al-Figh al-Shafi T abbreviated
henceforth as al-Igna‘? Shaykh Mohammad al-Ahmadi al-ZawahirT in
his book Al-'llm wa-! ‘Ulama’ wa- Nizam al- Talim (Scholars and
knowledge and the Educational System) states that Fath al-garib (FQ)
and al-Igna were taught at al-Azhar in 1904.% Mansor Ali Rajab also
pointed out that the two books were taught in al-Azhar in 1946.* This
shows that Matn Abi Shuja (MAS) and its two commentaries, Fat/ al-
Qarib (FQ) (taught to middle school) and al-Igna (taught to high school),
have continuously been central to the teaching of the Shafi 7 figh at al-
Azhar Institutes.

For the first half of the twentieth century, Ibn Qasim’s Fatk al-
Qarib (FQ) ®and al-Khatib’s al-Igna‘ ® were taught without any
changes. Then, in 1981, Ibn Qasim’s Fath al-Qarib was simplified. The
new simplified version was titled Taqrib Fatk al-Qarib (TFQ).” The
book was printed in three volumes, one volume for each of the three
middle school years, i.e. grades 7, 8, and 9, for ages 12, 13, and 14. On
the other hand, Al-Igna‘ remained unchanged and continued to be

! Ahmad ibn al-Husayn Abii Shuja‘ al-Isfahani, Matn al-ghayah wa-al-tagrib: gism al-
‘ibadat, al-Tab‘ah 1. (Dimashq: Majid al-Hamawi, 1979).

2 al-Bahiy1, Al-Azhar: Tarikhoh Wa-Tazawruh, 287-302.

3 al-Zawahiri, Al-"Iim Wa-1 ‘Ulama’ Wa- Nizam al- Ta ‘lim.

4 Rajab, Al-Azhar Bayna al-Madi Wal-Hadir.

5> Al-Sayyed Nadal Al-mu’mini, Al-Sharif Hussain Bin Ali and Calipahte (Jordan: Al-
Maktabah Al-Wataniyah, 1996).

& Muhammad ibn Ahmad Shirbini, al-Igna° fi hall alfaz Abi Shuja’, ed. < Ali Muhammad
Mu‘awwad and ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjid, al-Tab‘ah 3, vol. 2, 2 vols. (Bayrilt,
Lubnan: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 2004).

" Al-Husayni Yusfu Al-Sheikh, Mohamed Al-Burulus, and Mustafa Al-‘Isawi, Tagqrib
Fath Al-Qarib Fi al-Figh al-Shafi 7: Al-Juz’ al-Awwal, vol. 1, 3 vols. (Cairo: Matabi* al-
Hayah al-Masriyah al-‘Aamah, 1984).
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taught to the high school students, ages 14 to 18 through 2016. Both
TFQ and Al-Igna “were taught at the middle and high school levels until
TantawT introduced his two books, al-Figh al-Muyassar (FM) and al-
Figh al-wasit (FW) in year 2007.

In 2012, Ahmad al-Tayyib announced the return to the teaching of
the four madhahib using the curriculum that was taught before
Tantawi’s book. Taqrib Fatk al-Qarib (TFQ) and Al-Igna“ in their
original forms became part of the curriculum again until al-Tayyib’s
new revised curriculum was introduced. As shown in figure 1, by 2013,
Taqgrib Fath al-Qarib (TFQ) was revised in a new book and titled
Taysir al-Taqrib fi al-Figh al-Shafi T (abbreviated Taysir al-Taqrib, or
TT). ! Al-Khatib al-Shirbini’s Al-Igna ‘ was taught until 2016 when the
first edition of its modified version Taysir al-Igna‘ fi Hall Alfaz Abt
Shuja’ fi al-Figh al-Shafi 7 (abbreviated Taysir al-Igna‘, or TI) 72 was
published and introduced to the high school level.® Then in 2019 the
title for the high school book, Taysir al-Igna‘, was changed to al-
Mukhtar min al-Igna“ fi Hall Alfaz Abr Shuja‘ fi al-Figh al-Shafi T
(abbreviated al-Mukhtar min al-Igna‘, or Mml).* Both Taysir al-
Tagrib and al-Mukhtar min al-Igna ‘ are printed in three volumes with
a volume assigned to each grade of the three middle and high school
grades.

In this analysis, the author contrasts the two original shafi 7 textbooks,
Taqrib Fath al-Qarib (TFQ) and Al-Igna ‘, which were taught before the
most recent modification in the curriculum, with their modified versions
Taysir Al-Taqrib (TT) and al-Mukhtar min al-Igna‘ (Mml) which are
taught today. My analysis is based on 2021 editions of the latter. two titles.

The following chart gives a summary of the development of the
Shafi‘1 figh textbooks.

1 Lajnit Tatwir wa i‘dad al-Manahij bi al-Azhar, Taysir Al-Taqrib Fi al-Figh al-Shafi i:
Li al-Saff al-Awwal al-I ‘dadi, vol. 1, 3 vols. (Cairo: Azhar Press, 2021).

2 Lajnit Tatwir wa i‘dad al-Manahij bi al-Azhar, Taysir Al-Igna ‘ FT Hall Alfaz Abi Shuja *
F1 al-Figh al-Shafi 1: Li al-Saff al-Thani al-Thanawt, vol. 2, 3 vols. (Cairo: Azhar Press,
2015).

3 In the second edition of Taysir Al-Igna‘ (TI), the title of the book was changed to Al-
Mukhtar min al-Igna‘ fi Hall Alfaz Abi Shuja‘ fi al-Figh al-Shafi 7 (abbreviated al-
Mukhtar min al-Igna‘, or Mml).

4 Lajnit Tatwir wa i‘dad al-Manahij bi al-Azhar, Al-Mukhtar Min al-Igna‘ Fi Hall Alfaz
Abt Shuja‘ Fr al-Figh al-Shafi 7: Li al-Saff al-Awwal al-Thanawr, vol. 1, 3 vols. (Cairo:
Azhar Press, 2021).
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Figure 1: a summary of the development of the Shafi 7 figh textbooks.

MAS (Matn Abu Shuja)
= FQ (Fath al-Qarib by lbn Qasim) - for middle school
=TFQ (Taqrib Fat/ al-Qarib, 1981, by al-Husayni) — for middle school, in 3v
= replaced by FM (al-Figh al-Muyassar) by Tantawi in year 2007
= TFQ (Taqrib Fatk al-Qarib) reinstated by al-Tayyib in 2012
= replaced by Taysir Al-Taqrib (TT) under al-Tayyib in 2013, in 3v
= Al-Igna‘ (by al-Khatib) — for high school
= replaced by FW (al-Figh al-Wasir) by Tantawi in year 2007
= al-Igna ‘ reinstated by al-Tayyib in 2012.
= replaced by TI (Taysir Al-Igna“ (TI) under al-Tayyib in 2016, in 3v
= retitled Mml (al-Mukhtar min al-Igna ‘) in 2019 under al-Tayyib

2.2. Principles of Curricular Modifications

Taysir al-Taqrib (TT) and al-Mukhtar min al-Igna“ (Mml) were written

by the Committee of Designing and Developing Curricula in al-Azhar (

Lajnat i’dad wa tatwir al-manahij bi al-Azhar al-Sharif). In the

introduction of each series, the committee outlines the simplification

approach (manhaj al-taysir) that was followed to modify the previous
textbooks. For Taysir al-Taqrib (TT), the committee listed five key
guiding principles for the modification process:

1- To modify (tangih) the textbook to be suitable for the middle level
students.

2- To explain (tawdih) classical figh terminology in modern terms
(ma ‘ant mu ‘asirah) such as the explanation of old measurements in
modern measurement units.

3- To rephrase (i ‘adat siyaghat) technical terminology that the students
cannot comprehend its meaning in a simpler format easier to
understand.

4- To organize (tartib) the topics of the book in a more suitable way and
to put figh rulings under the appropriate sections and topics. This
should help in conveying knowledge to the students
comprehensively.

5- To proofread (tadqig) the book and to reference hadiths.

These five principles define the approach of modification and
simplification for the middle school figh curriculum.



367 Al-Azhar's Approach to Tajdid: A Case Study of FighTextbooks - Attia Omara & A. Berghout
PP ! Y q: g

As for high school curriculum, the first edition of Taysir al-Igna “ (TI)
was published in 2015 and added to the curriculum in the school year
2015/2016. This edition of the book was called Taysir al-Igna‘ fi Hall
Alfaz Abt Shuja‘.* The edition published in the school year 2020/2021,
taught until today, is called al-Mukhtar min al-Igna“ fi Hall Alfaz Abt
Shuja’ (abbreviated Mml, or al-Mukhtar min al-lgna‘).? The difference
between the two editions is the replacement of the word Taysir
(simplification) with “al-mukhtar” (the selected), to indicate that the
approach will not be just simplification but will also include the omission
of topics. In the introduction of al-Taysir edition (2016), the committee
outlines “manhaj al-taysir” (the simplification approach) in nine
principles. The following are three key principles:

1- To maintain (al-mukafadhah) the matn (base-text) and shark
(commentary) of original textbook.

2- To only include (igtisar) the topics that will be studied from each
book.

3- Toremove (hadhf) some of the rules that were relevant to the people
of the past and no longer relevant to the contemporary time provided
that these rules can be removed without changing the content of the
book or the legal theory of the madhhab.

In al-Mukhtar edition (2021) the committee listed the same principles
with a few changes. There is a total of ten principles instead of nine. The
main differences are the addition of two more principles:

1- To add learning goals and objectives at the beginning of the selected
topics

2- To incorporate practice questions at the end of every section to
reinforce understanding and retention.

In addition to adding the above two principles in al-Mukhtar edition
(2021), the main difference between the high school two editions (edition
2016 and 2019) is changing the title of the book from “al-Taysir”
(simplification) to “al-Mukhtar” (the selected). This is because the
modification of “al-Igna ”> was not just a simplification of the original
textbook while keeping all the topics, sections, and subsections. Instead,
many topics and sections were removed from the original text and that is
why it could no longer be called “Taysir”.

! Lajnit Tatwir wa i‘dad al-Manahij bi al-Azhar, Taysir Al-Igna ‘ Fi Hall Alfaz Abi Shuja ¢
Fr al-Figh al-Shafi T: Li al-Saff al-Thant al-Thanawi.

2 Lajnit Tatwir wa i‘dad al-Manahij bi al-Azhar, Al-Mukhtar Min al-Igna‘ Fi Hall Alfaz
Abt Shuja ‘ Ft al-Figh al-Shafi T: Li al-Saff al-Awwal al-Thanawi.
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Overall, outlining these principles at the beginning of each book gave
the committee the freedom to make the changes they wanted to make in
the original textbooks. It allowed them to remove the parts that were
controversial and for which al-Azhar is accused of promoting extremism.
These principles suggest that the main purpose of the modification is to
reduce the learning load for al-Azhar students who, on top of studying
religious subjects, are also required to study the modern subjects that their
counterparts in public schools are studying.

The usage of words like “tawdih” (explaining), “tanqih” (refining),
“hadhf’ (removing) and “tartib” (organizing) foretells the types of
modification contained in the new curriculum which include omitting
parts of the text, simplifying, clarifying.

One of the most common forms of this type of tajdid in curriculum is
the omission of sections and topic. The Curriculum Committee states in
the introduction of the new figh textbook edition that their methodology
includes refining (tangih) of the original textbooks and selecting limited
number of topics (igtisar). This means the removal of certain topics and
sub-topics in their entirety. Analysis of the Taysir’s three volumes taught
to middle school students reveals that in fact, a small number of topics
that were included in Taqrib Fath al-Qarib have been removed. In this
section, the author illustrates with examples the types of topics that were
removed. My analysis shows that controversial and irrelevant topics were
removed. By controversial, the author refers to the topics for which al-
Azhar is accused of promoting extremism. By irrelevant, the researcher
refer to the topics that are irrelevant to middle school aged students.

For example, volume one of middle school Taysir covers acts of
worship such as prayer, Zakat and fasting and Hajj (pilgrimage). The
Figh of prayer is one of the main chapters in the study of figh. In the prayer
chapter, there are many sections such as the obligatory prayer and its
conditions, times, and pillars; rulings of performing prayer in
congregation; Friday prayer; and supererogatory (sunnah) prayer.
Supererogatory prayer is the prayer that is recommended to perform but
not obligatory. In other words, the person can choose to perform it or not,
and whoever performs it is rewarded and whoever misses it is not
penalized.

From the sunnah prayer section, the following prayers were removed:
eclipse prayer (salat al-kusiif), fear prayer (salat al-khawf), rain prayer
(salat al-istisqa’). These topics were included in the middle school Tagrib



369 Al-Azhar's Approach to Tajdid: A Case Study of FighTextbooks - Attia Omara & A. Berghout
PP ! Y q: g

Fat/ al-Qarib,! but removed from the high school al-Mukhtar. Why were
these topics removed from middle school textbookslt is true that these
prayers are Sunnah, and they are among the least frequently performed
because they are offered in specific circumstances. For instance, the
eclipse prayer is performed only during a solar or lunar eclipse, which
occurs rarely. The rain prayer is offered during times of drought, as a
supplication to God for rain. Similarly, the fear prayer is performed in
situations of imminent danger or threat. Despite their infrequent nature,
these prayers hold significant spiritual value and remain integral acts of
worship in the life of every Muslim. Therefore, their exclusion from the
new curriculum is unjustified

3. Discussion

The types of modification observed reveal that the motives and the
driving force for tajdid were pedagogical and ideological reasons.
Pedagogical modification is represented in simplifying the text and
selecting age-appropriate topics for each stage, middle and high school.
ideological modification is reflected in editing texts that might be
misinterpreted or seen as a threat to the national unity. In this section, the
study elucidates upon the pedagogical dimension of the modifications
which include two aspects: accessibility and age appropriateness.

3.1. Accessibility

With a quick look at the Curriculum Development Committee’s approach
to reforming the curriculum stated at the introduction of each book, it
becomes evident that the new curriculum was intended be to more
accessible to the students than the original one. This accessibility has been
achieved by simplification and clarification. In the Introduction, the
committee states that approach to modification is called simplification
approach (manhaj al-zaysir). The emphasis on simplification (ZTaysir) is
manifested in the titles of the middle and high school figh books, which
are Taysir al-Taqrib and Taysir al-Igna ‘. Moreover, the committee states
that the main objectives of the revisions are simplicity (al-suhilah) and
ease (al-yusr). All this aims at reading accessibility and facilitating
comprehension. Why is accessibility a priority? There are a number of
reasons.

L Al-Sheikh, Al-Burulus, and Al-‘Tsawi, Taqrib Fath Al-Qarib Fi al-Figh al-Shafi i: Al-
Juz’ al-Awwal, 1:97-101.
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The first reason is to give all students a point of connection to Islamic
tradition (turath) regardless of their background knowledge. Al-Tayyib,
Gomaa and ‘Imarah all perceived furath as necessary to the progress of
the Ummah and held that any revival must begin with turath. But they
found that students found the study of rurath books difficult due to the
insufficient preparation, itself as result of reducing both the study period
and the hours of study in each phase or level of study. Insufficient
preparation and the consequent difficulty in studying original classical
texts caused students to abandon the study of rurath entirely and look for
something simpler and easier to understand, which meant transferring
from Al-Azhar or not considering Al-Azhar at all. Al-Azhar found in the
simplification of figh books a solution to the dilemma of teaching turath
books to middle and high school students who are not familiar with the
language in which that rurath was written. This step not only enabled
students to better comprehend the topics studied in figh, but it also gave
access to the public, who are not necessarily specialized in any religious
studies, a point of connection to furath. Giving access to public readers is
a common goal shared by many scholars. Al-Maraghi is one of the
scholars who emphasized that one of the missions of Al-Azhar is to
simplify religious knowledge to make it more accessible to the public. *

To illustrate, al-Azhar chose to teach a simplified version of turath
books instead of authoring new books in order to preserve turath from
being lost. But teaching the rurath books in simplified Arabic might risk
the loss of the Arabic language of the turath as well.2 That is why al-Azhar
revived the riwag system and put emphasis on teaching books of rurath
without any modification at the riwaq. Both Ali Gomaa and Al-Tayyib
played a significant role in reviving the riwaq system. Today, riwaq Al-
Azhar is found not only in al-Azhar Mosque, but in additional mosques
across Egypt.2 Thus, the riwag learning system plays the role of both
preserving turath and preserving its original language, its discursive
medium while the simplified texts aim at giving students easier
accessibility at the beginner level. Together, the riwag and al-Azhar
Institutes curriculum provide a balanced approach that combines both
modernity (mu ‘asarah) and originality (asalah).

! Muhammad Abd al- Mun’im Khafaji, Al- Azhar Fi Alf ‘Aam, vol. 4 (Beirut: ‘Alam al-
Kutub., 1987).

2 Gomaa, Al-Tarig lla Al-Turath.

3 “Arwigat Al-Azhar Dakhil al-Bayt al-Marsi,” accessed April 19, 2023,
https://gate.ahram.org.eg/daily/NewsPrint/819400.aspx.
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Al-Tayyib’s approach to revival and modernizing the curriculum is
different from Tantaw1’s method. During his appointment as the Rector
of al-Azhar, TantawT tackled the dilemma of the inaccessibility of turath
books by authoring new books. But his critics considered this to be a first
step towards a complete disconnection with the rurath. Al-Tayyib
disagreed with Tantawi’s approach, which is why he brought back the
teaching of four madhahib. But al-Tayyib is aware that middle and high
school students are not yet specialized in the study of religion.
Additionally, after high school, when students go to college, fewer than
30% of them choose further studies in colleges in colleges of shariah, usil
al-Din, while the rest study at secular colleges. With this mind, al-Azhar
at least ensures that students grasp the basic foundational knowledge, and
have an appreciation of turath, part of their identity.

The second reason for modifications is to solve the problem of the
condensed study plan for middle and high school students. The law of
1961, approved by sheikhs and al-Azhar representatives?, stressed the role
of al-Azhar as the protector of the religious and sacred knowledge. The
Law also instituted that al-Azhar degrees must be equivalent to the
degrees of public school system. This meant that students in al-Azhar
were required to study the same religious subject in addition to the secular
subjects taught at the public schools. The incorporation of seculars
subjects resulted in the reduction of the number of classes assigned
religious subjects by 35%. 23

This reduction in the number of classes assigned to Islamic and
Arabic studies continue was not one time reduction. It started in 1961 and
continues to decrease to this day. Yusn in her study compared between the
study plan of 1979/1980 and 2000/2001 and noticed a significant decrease
in the Quran, Islamic and Arabic studies classes. This reduction was due
to the newly introduced secular subjects, the incorporation of
extracurricular activities. In 1998 the problem culminated when the study
period of high school was reduced from 4 years to 3 years. # Education
specialist and teachers expressed their concern that the study plan based
on a 3-year high school makes it difficult for the high school to excel in

LYusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 57.

2Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 56.

3  Afaf Rizq Mohamed, “Tasawr Mugtarah Li-Lhad Min Tahwil al-Tulab Min al-T ‘altm
al-AzharT Ila al-T alim al-‘Aam,” Mijalit Kulliyat Al-Tarbiyah Bil-Mansurah 108, no. 4
(2019): 28.

4Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 57-75.
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achieving proper Islamic education or even master the secular knowledge
as their counterpart in public schools. * Simplifying the content makes it
possible for the students to achieve and excel not only in Islamic and
Arabic studies subject, but also in the secular subjects.

The third reason is to increase enrollment in al-Azhar. The difficulty
of the Islamic studies subjects and the condensed study plan causes a
decrease in the ratio of enroliment compared to the increase in the overall
population. Not only that, but it also increased the percentage of transfers
from al-Azhar to public school. ? Rizq traced the percentage of enroliment
and transfer from 2014-2017 and noticed a decrease in the number of
enrollments, decrease in the transfers from public schools to al-Azhar and
increase in the number of transfers from al-Azhar to the public schools. 3
According to Rizg, the main reason for the decrease in the number of
students are three: 1) the difficulty of the religious studies curriculum as
students were required to study turath books; 2) condensed study plans;
3) the lack of extracurricular. These factors also account for the high
percentage of failure in both middle and high school.*

Many researchers also pointed out that past efforts were not
successful because there were caught in the dilemma of modernizing the
curriculum while preserving rurath.® Al-Azhar responded to this first by
omitting sections from turath books. Education experts found this to be
inefficient and led to more confusion and difficulties. They called for
return for rurath books as they give full instructions and context of topics
instead of parts. Rizq, Yusn and others emphasized the need to author new
books instead of removing sections. But this will risk the loss of furdth.5
The author think the approach al-Azhar took is better turath while
maintain the simplicity. Both al-Taysir and al-Tagrib were also presented
in a way that gives students full understanding, sequence that does not
interrupt understanding that is why.

LYusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 79.

2 Rizq Mohamed, “Tasawr Mugtarah Li-Lhad Min Tahwil al-Tulab Min al-T alim al-
Azhari Ila al-T alim al-‘Aam.”

3 Rizg Mohamed, “Tasawr Mugtarah Li-Lhad Min Tahwil al-Tulab Min al-T alim al-
Azhart Ila al-T alim al-‘Aam,” 14.

4Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 181-95.

5Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi Wal-Hadir, 129.

® Rizq Mohamed, “Tasawr Mugtarah Li-Lhad Min Tahwil al-Tulab Min al-T‘alim al-
Azhari Ila al-Talim al-‘Aam”; Yusn, Al-Taleem Al-Azhari Qabl Aljami ‘e Bayna Almadi
Wal-Hadir.
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In summary, the approach al-Azhar took in the recent modifications
addressed many pedagogical issues but continued to ignore spiritual
education. Figh books are of the most difficult, as they require
terminology. As a result, difficult terminologies were removed. For more
simplicity, in the middle school Al-Taysir the matn was not included,
memorization of the matn is not required. Whereas in the high school
level, the matn is included but the clarification still makes it easier to
digest. Such modifications show that al-Azhar believes in tajdid that is not
only reviving books of turath, but also a renewal that produces new set of
knowledge and the authoring of new books. There is another reason for
this tajdid which is to increase enrollment in al-Azhar. Research suggests
that this rajdid will lead to a significant increase in al-Azhar enrollments
by 2030. !

3.2. Age appropriateness

In al-Azhar, students begin the systemic learning of Islamic studies
subjects such as figh, hadith, tafsir and tawhid from the first year in middle
school. Their ages are between 12-14 years old. Students continue more
advanced studies in high school years, ages between 14-17 years old. If
modification of the figh textbooks is the solution, then, pedagogically
speaking, what topics should be taught? What topics are appropriate for
middle and high school students?

What makes the simplification of figh textbooks difficult is the wide
scope of topics taught under figh. Figh is comprehensive and covers many
sections: 1) Al-’ibadat (Rituals or devotional matters), which covers
cleanliness (Tahara), ritual prayer (Salah), fasting (Sawm), and
pilgrimage (Hajj); 2) Al-Mu’amalat (civil transactions), which includes
financial transactions, matrimonial law, equity and trusts, civil litigation,
and administration of estates; 3) Al-Jinyat wal-hudiid, which covers
crimes and penalties. 2 Of all these topics, what is suitable for the students
to learn at the middle school and high school stage? What topics or
passages should be kept or omitted? Know that students in middle and
high school are not trained to be scholars, do they need to study all topics
in depth? After all, in middle and high school they are given the

! Raslan, Nasr, and Mahmod, “Al-Talab al-’Ijtima’it Ala al-T‘alim al-’ Azhar Qabl al-
Jam’i1 Hatta ‘Aam 2030.”

2 Nadeem A. Memon, Mariam Alhashmi, and Mohamad Abdalla, CURRICULUM
RENEWAL FOR ISLAMIC EDUCATION Critical Perspectives on Teaching., Routledge
Research in Religion and Education Ser. (S.I: ROUTLEDGE, 2021).
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foundation to be prepared for further advanced studies at the university
level.

The curriculum development committee chose to make the textbooks
more age appropriate by omitting topics, sections, and passages. This
principle was stated in the introduction of the book where it says, “to
modify (tanqih) the textbook to be suitable for the middle level students”.
The above Analysis of the topics showed some of the topics that were
removed. For example, the topics (restrictions) al-kajr, testimonies (al-
Igrar), Reconciliation (al-sulh), poll tax (jizyah), sodomy (al-liwat) and
apostasy (al-riddah) were removed entirely from the middle school and
high school figh textbooks.

Other topics were removed only from middle school but kept in the
high school textbook. For example, jihad was removed from the middle
school textbook but included in the high school textbook. Some sections
such as jihad were removed from Taysir but included in al-Mukhtar. Even
when included in the high school textbooks, sections on al-ghana im were
removed. Also, the chapter on marriage sections on the ruling regarding
the disobedient wife(nushiiz) and polygamy (ta ‘ddud) were removed from
the middle school curriculum but included in the high school al-Mukhtar
also. Such modification shows that age appropriateness for the new
curriculum was a goal, while keeping in mind the difference in aptitude
between middle and high school students.

Some other topics were removed because of their irrelevance to the
social context. These topics are not only difficult, but they were also
socially irrelevant to the modern context. For example, the waiting period
for the slave women and the jiziyah.

Some of the removed topics which are difficult to understand why are
eclipse prayer (salat al-kusuf), fear prayer (salat al-khawf), rain prayer
(salat al-istisqa’). These topics were included in Tagrib Fath al-Qarib,*
and al-Igna‘ but removed from Taysir and al-mukhtar. It is true that these
prayers are sunnah and they are the least often repeated prayer because
they are prayed in special circumstances. For example, eclipse prayer is
only offered during the solar or lunar eclipse which does not happen as
often. Rain prayer is only offered when there is a drought. It is a prayer to
ask God to send down rain.

While it can be argued that the purpose of removing these topics is
for suitability of the age as stated in the introduction, there is also an

L Al-Sheikh, Al-Burulus, and Al-‘Tsawi, Taqrib Fath Al-Qarib Fi al-Figh al-Shafi i: Al-
Juz’ al-Awwal, 1:97-101.
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ideological dimension for all these changes. The introduction and the
simplification approach did not mention the ideological purposes of the
modification. This is because the figh was the most highlighted in the
attack on Al-Azhar. It was criticized by media commentators for
containing too much of the turath texts, including sections from hadith
and jurisprudence that deal with slavery, the jizyah tax, and jihad.
Conclusion

In Egypt, particularly, Al-Azhar is entrusted with the preservation of the
Islamic identity of the country and its citizens. While the institution of al-
Azhar does not enjoy the power or freedom to influence government
decisions, al-Azhar finds in its educational curriculum the leeway to
construct the spiritual and the ideological identity of the public. Through
its learning system, al-Azhar continues to fulfill its mission regardless of
the orientation of the government, secular or religious. Such a stand is
what gained al-Azhar its credibility and the trust of the Egyptians and
millions of Muslims across the world.

Moreover, Al-Azhar’s adaptability to modern challenges is one of the
key factors that makes al-Azhar what it is today. Its authentic (asil)
approach to the renewal of the Islamic tradition and learning is what
continues to make it one of the leading Islamic institutions in the world.
Without authentic renewal of religious discourse, al-Azhar will have no
value and impact in everyday life.1

In this study, the author demonstrated how al-Azhar led a renewal
project to modify its curricula to adapt to modern society and the needs of
the modern learners. The modifications in the figh curriculum show that
al-Azhar continues to teach turath books but in a new fashion that relates
to the modern context. Al-Azhar considers the preservation of turath
integral to preservation of the Islamic identity.

In the study, the author argued that the curricular changes were an
‘ulama-led effort for the purpose of countering extremism. Someone may
raise the concern that the changes and the renewal project in its entirety
were state-sponsored and served other purposes. For example, Bosmat
Yefet states that the calls to renewal serve another purpose and that is to
legitimize the rule of the President.2 Yefet bases his argument on the

! Mustafa, “Al-Azhar’s Renewal of Religious Discourse and Power After the 2011
Egyptian Revolution.”

2 Bosmat Yefet, “Defending the Egyptian Nation: National Unity and Muslim Attitudes
toward the Coptic Minority,” Middle Eastern Studies 55, no. 4 (July 4, 2019): 638-54,
https://doi.org/10.1080/00263206.2019.1573365.
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wider calls of renewal which includes many facets. Yefet agrees with me
that the calls to renewal were aimed at combating religious radicalism and
terrorism through the promotion of a moderate understanding of Islam and
its true values.

The study recommends that the curricular changes and modifications
introduced by al-Azhar serve as a model for Islamic educational
institutions worldwide. These changes effectively blend turath and tajdid,
as well as asalah and mu ‘asarah, creating a balance between tradition and
modernity. It is my conviction that this mechanism of tajdid established
by al-Azhar will guide future reforms in educational curricula and Islamic
learning globally throughout the 21st century.
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Abstract
The Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka, which has a history of more than a
thousand years, has been questioned recently. Following the Easter attack in
2019, the work of contemporary Islamic organizations has been viewed with
suspicion by others. This has necessitated an explanation of the history of
Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka. A study of the origin, development, and
contemporary status of Islamic organizations, which are considered to be the
contemporary ambassadors of Islam, is required. For this, qualitative research
based on the library and relevant authentic sources has been used as the
research method. This study begins with a brief historical introduction to the
Muslims of Sri Lanka. Then, in a two-part discussion, the Sufz orders, Islamic
scholars and individuals, Islamic Educational Institutions, Islamic Da 'wah
organizations, etc. that have supported the development of Islam in Sri Lanka
are explained in historical order. In the second part, the selected Islamic
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Da’wah organizations carrying out Islamic discourse in contemporary Sri
Lanka such as Tabligh Jamaat, Jamaati-Islami, and Jamaati-Tawheed are
examined. Finally, this study attempts to record the history of Islamic
discourse in Sri Lanka descriptively from past to up to date.

Keywords: Historical Exploration, Islamic Discourse, Descriptive Analysis,
Da’wah Organizations, Sri Lanka.
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Introduction

Sri Lanka is a famous country in the world, also known as ‘Serendib’ or
‘Sapphire Island’ among Arabs and Muslims. It was also known as
‘Ceylon’ until 1972 when it was renamed ‘Sri Lanka’, and currently its
official name is ‘The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka’. Sri
Lanka is an Asian country in the south of India which is a multi-religious,
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multi-racial, and multilingual island with an estimated population of 22
million, where the majority of them are Buddhists. Sri Lanka has a
significant religious diversity. Buddhists make up 70.1% of the
population, Hindus 12.58%, Muslims 9.7%, Christians 7.62%, and others
1%.1 In Sri Lanka, the history of Islam and its religious discourse dates
back to the time of the Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) and the Caliphate.
The introduction and the actual spread of Islam on the island of Sri Lanka
started at the end of the first century of Hijri and the beginning of the
second century when it spread along the island’s coasts.?

Sri Lankan prominent scholar Sithi Lebbe writes in his Magazine
named ‘Muslim Nation’ that the Prophet (PBUH)'s companion, Wahab
Ibnu Abi Hafsa, visited Sri Lanka and welcomed the Sri Lankan king to
Islam during his voyage to China as the Prophet (PBUH)'s envoy to China.
In response to this appeal, the Sri Lankan King provided permission to
promote Islam, accept it from those who were interested, and build a
mosque. According to the note, after teaching Islam to the Arabs who
were present at the time, the Prophet (PBUH)'s companion left the island
in Hijr7 632.3

In his work, *Ajaib al-Hind, Ibnu Shahryar expresses the theory that
Islam was brought to Sri Lanka during the reign of the second Caliph,
Umar (RL). According to Dr. Sirima Kiriyamuna, Sri Lankan King
Aggabodhi 111 (624-640 A.D)* sent an envoy to Arabia to learn about
Islam when the people of Sri Lanka became aware of the arrival of a
Prophet (PBUH) in Arabia. When that envoy arrived in Arabia, the
Prophet (PBUH) and his first Caliph had both died, and the second Caliph
was in power (634-644 A.D.). After learning about Islam from the Caliph,
he died on the way to Sri Lanka, on the Pakistani coast near Macron and
his servant returned to Sri Lanka with the news about Islam.® In the 10

1 DSC, Latest reports and bulletin, Department of the Censure and Statistics, Colombo,
Sri Lanka, 2012.

www.statistics.gov.lk

2 M.A.M. Shukri, Muslim of Sri Lanka: Avenues to Antiquity, (Beruwala: Jamiah
Naleemiah Institute, 1986)

3 Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, As Seera Wttahareekh (Seera
and History), (Colombo: Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, 2017),
P.114.

4 lbnu Shahryar, ‘Aja 'ib al-Hind: Barruha wa-Bakruha wa-Jaza ‘iruhd, (Cairo: Matba‘at
al-Sa‘adah, 1908), p. 117-118; M.A.M. Shukri, Muslim of Sri Lanka: Avenues to
Antiquity, (Beruwala: Jamiah Naleemiah Institute, 1986), p. 96.

5 Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, As Seera Wittahareekh (Seera
and History), P.116.
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century, in order to develop the religious knowledge of Sri Lankan
Muslims, the Abbasside Caliph sent a religious scholar named ‘Khalid
Ibnu Baghaya’ to Sri Lanka, and this was the first attempt to introduce
Islam in Sri Lanka. After teaching the Islamic code of Life, he passed
away in 950 A.D (317 Hijrz). The inscription stone at his graveyard is
evidence of this fact.

In this context, it is necessary to study how Islamic discourse
developed among Sri Lankan Muslims with a thousand-year historical
tradition and who are its founders and contributors. As its modern-day
ambassadors of Islam in the Sri Lankan context, Islamic organizations are
under various threats? in the country today, especially after the Easter
attacks.® This necessitates a study of the work, history, and contemporary
status of Sri Lankan Islamic Institutions.

Despite its rich and longstanding history of Islamic discourse, Sri
Lanka’s Muslim community faces significant challenges in preserving
and advancing their religious traditions and institutions in the modern era.
While the island’s historical ties to Islam trace back to the time of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the early Caliphates, contemporary
Islamic organizations such as the Tablighi Jamaat, Jamaat-e-Islami, and
Thawheed face increasing scrutiny and societal pressures, particularly in
the aftermath of the 2019 Easter attacks. These events have intensified
public and governmental perceptions of Islamic institutions, often
conflating religious practice with extremism. However, there remains a
lack of comprehensive academic studies that trace the historical evolution
of Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka while analyzing the current role and
contributions of major da’wah organizations. This gap in scholarship not
only limits understanding of the unique challenges faced by Sri Lankan
Muslims but also undermines the potential for fostering interreligious
harmony and informed dialogue in a pluralistic society. Addressing this
issue is crucial for preserving the historical and contemporary legacy of

! Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, As Seera Wttahareekh (Seera
and History), P.118.

2 The National Shoora Council, Sri Lanka (NSC), published a guideline handbook on
Guidance and Mechanisms for the Coordinated Engagement of Social Reformist
Institutions following the aftermath of the Ester attack. Hence, the NSC requested that
the country's challenges be utilised as opportunities and that guidelines be proposed for
the social reformist mission with utmost concern for national interests. (Colombo: NSC,
2020). p. 2.

3 A.R.M. Imtiyaz, The Easter Sunday Bombings, and the Crisis Facing Sri Lanka’s
Muslims, Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vol.55(1). (2020): pp. 3-16.
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Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka and for ensuring the sustained relevance of
Da’wah organizations in promoting peace, understanding, and religious
values in the island nation.

The limitation of this research lies in its specific focus on da'wah
organizations and movements, as outlined in the study. While da'wah
encompasses a wide range of activities, including societal reform (Islah)
and introducing Islam to others, this study narrows its scope to organized
da'wah efforts, excluding other forms such as the establishment of
educational institutions. These institutions are indeed effective and
detailed methods of da'wah, but the research objective necessitated
concentrating on three selected groups to maintain clarity and
manageability.

Therefore, this study consists of two parts. First, the history of Islamic
discourse in Sri Lanka is briefly examined up to 1950. Second, the three
major Da'wah organizations engaged in Islamic discourse in
contemporary Sri Lanka, namely Tablighi Jamaat, Jamaat-e-Islami, and
Thawheed, are examined. For this, the research adopts a qualitative
methodology that involves textual and library research. The data are
gathered according to chronological order and the historical method is
used to know how Islamic discourse has emerged and evolved in the
modern context of Sri Lanka. As a result, this study attempts to record the
history of Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka up to date.

Literature Review

The discourse on Islamic da’wah in Sri Lanka has been extensively
explored through various lenses. Fara Mihlar examines the politicization
of Islam in Sri Lanka, emphasizing the interplay between piety and
separatist ideologies, though its focus on political undertones may
overshadow grassroots da’wah activities.! Vanniasinkam and Franchina
critically analyze intra-group dynamics among Sri Lankan Muslims,
shedding light on fracturing community relations; however, their scope on
da’wah efforts is limited, emphasizing social rather than theological
dimensions.? Jalaldeen provides a comparative analysis of Islamic and
Hindu revivalist movements, offering insights into revivalist

! Fara Mihlar, The Pursuit of Piety and the Quest for Separatism: The Politicisation of
Islam in Sri Lanka (SOAS, University of London, 2015).

2 M. F. Vanniasinkam and Franchina N. Vanniasinkam, Fracturing Community: Intra-
group Relations among the Muslims of Sri Lanka, International Centre for Ethnic
Studies, vol. 7, issue 2 (2015).
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underpinnings but lacks a detailed account of the unique challenges faced
by contemporary Da’wah organizations. * The research on Islamic
movements in Sri Lanka sheds light on the primary Da ‘'wah organizations
and identifies certain groups that have deviated from mainstream Muslim
society. However, this study does not address the contemporary issues
facing these Da’wah organizations, leaving a gap in understanding the
current dynamics and challenges within the Islamic community.2 The
National Shura Council's work on Guidance and Mechanisms for the
Coordinated Engagement of Social Reformist Institutions presents
practical frameworks for coordinated engagement, though its generality
may limit its applicability to the Sri Lankan context.® The paper on
Strategic Imperatives of Muslim Leadership in Post-War Sri Lanka:
Citizenship, Rights and Reconciliation covers some works of Muslim
organizations in Sri Lanka yet it does not specifically address the
historical exploration of Islamic discourse or contemporary Da’wah
organizations in Sri Lanka. It focuses on the responses of Muslim civil
organizations to the Sinhala Buddhist ideological paradigm in post-war
Sri Lanka.* Finally, Fernando discusses Islamism and the challenges of
being a Muslim minority in Sri Lanka, offering a macro-level analysis that
may benefit from deeper engagement with local Da’wah strategies.®
Together, these works provide a multifaceted view of the socio-political,
communal, and revivalist aspects of Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka, but a
gap remains in analyzing the operational frameworks and challenges of
contemporary Da 'wah organizations specifically.

1. History of Islamic Discourse in Sri Lanka
The history of Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka is linked to the history of
Islam in Sri Lanka, which still needs further research and study. Travel

M. S. M. Jalaldeen, “Revivalist Movements in Sri Lanka—A Comparative Study of
Hindu and Islamic Revivalist Movements,” Journal of Emerging Trends in Educational
Research and Policy Studies (JETERAPS), September 2016.

2 S.M. Moosa, llankayil Islamiya lyakkangal: Our Vettumuham (Islamic Movements in
Sri Lanka).

3 Nsc, Guidance and Mechanisms for the Coordinated Engagement of Social Reformist
Institutions, n.d

4 Mohamed Zacky, Md., Moniruzzaman., Mohamed, Ashath. (2024). 5. Strategic
Imperatives of Muslim Leadership in Post-War Sri Lanka: Citizenship, Rights and
Reconciliation. Jurnal ilmu kemanusiaan, doi: 10.21315/kajh2024.31.2.8

5 P. Suresh Noel Fernando, Islamism and Muslim Minority in Sri Lanka (Naval
Postgraduate School, Monterey, California, December 2018).
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records and information from colonialists are the main sources of
information in this area. Though in the years before European colonialism,
the Kings of Sri Lanka had employed Arabs and Muslims as advisors for
them, Sri Lankan Muslims had to compete with Christian missionaries for
four centuries as a result of Portuguese, Dutch, and eventually British
colonization. More than half a million people in this country converted to
Christianity during these centuries, and Islam continued to spread through
individual efforts without any financial or political assistance from outside
the country.! As for the demography of Muslims in Sri Lanka, they were
scattered in all provinces of the nation, and it is the same until today.

From the inception of Islam on the island, Sifis, Muslim scholars,
Islamic organizations, educational institutions, and individuals
contributed to conveying the message of Islam and encountered various
challenges that Sri Lankan Muslims have been facing in different periods
throughout history. They have continued to guide them in upholding a
strong sense of religion, belongingness, and identity?. In the mid-20th
century, the Islamic revivalist approach impacted the Muslim minds
across the world whether Muslims constitute a majority or minority.> As
a result, the Sri Lankan Muslim minority community was also influenced
by the revivalist approach to Islam that brought a holistic view covering
all walks of life.

1.1. Safr Tarriqas (Safr orders)

Sufism is a mystic body of Islamic practice focused on purification,
spirituality, ritualism, asceticism, and esotericism. It promotes spiritual
advancement and self-awareness, emphasizing the development of innate
spiritual abilities and the concept of the "Perfect Man" al-Insan al-Kamil.*
Traditionally, Muslims of Sri Lanka followed Sifism, and the Sri Lankan
Muslim identity is also rooted in Sifrism which in Sri Lanka includes two

1 M.A.M. Shukri, Muslim of Sri Lanka: Avenues to Antiquity, (Beruwala: Jamiah
Naleemiah Institute, 1986).

2 AJ.M. Arafath Careem, llangay Muslimkalin Shirthirutta Waralaru (reform History of
Sri Lankan Muslims), Journal of Islamiya Sinthanai, (Beruwala: Publication Bureau of
Naleemiah Institute of Islamic Studies, 2013) no:35, 1:2, P:33-39.

3 M.S.M. Jalaldeen, Revivalist Movements in Sri Lanka- A Comparative Study of Hindu
and Islamic Revivalist Movements, Journal of Emerging Trends in Educational Research
and Policy Studies) no: 7(6) 2016 P: 397.

4 Nazir Asiya, Sufism and Mysticism: Short Biography of Hazrat Abdul Qadir Jeelani
(R.A). British Journal of Multidisciplinary and Advanced Studies, 2024, doi:
10.37745/bjmas.2022.04139
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main interconnected branches, Tarigah and Taqqgiyah. There were three
important Tarzgas! on the island and now they are branched to another
few smaller ones. The most popular Sifz order in Sri Lanka, as in the case
in South Asia in general is Qadiriya, established by Abdul Qadir Jilant
(1077-1116). Second is the Shadhuliya founded by Abal Hasan al-
Shadhuli (1196-1258), an order which gained popularity in coastal areas
along the southwest coast of Sri Lanka, including Colombo, Beruwala,
and Galle. The third major Sufr order in Sri Lanka is the Rifaiya followers
of Ahmad al-Rifai (1118-1182).

Sufrs played an essential role in educating Sri Lankan Muslims on
Islamic principles, and rituals and creating an intellectual Muslim society
from the early time of Islam in Sri Lanka till the end of the colonial era.
Even today, Tarigas and Taqqgiyas continue to preserve Sifz traditions and
culture in Sri Lanka and their influence is particularly strong in coastal
areas like Beruwala, Galle, Matara, and Kalmunai. Nowadays, in addition
to these three Sufr orders, there are also some Muslims in some parts of
the country who have been attracted to other Sufi orders such as the
Nagshabandz? order, the Mustafaviya (or Nabaviya)®, and the Alaviya
order*

1.2. Islamic Scholars and Individuals

In the history of Islam in Sri Lanka, Sri Lankan Muslim intellectuals have
made various significant contributions to the Islamic discourse. Their
roles and revolutionary contributions emphasized a wide range of aspects
of Muslims’ religious and spiritual lives on the island. Without the
contributions made by these Muslim intellectuals, Sri Lankan Muslims
would not be as evolved as they are now. Hence, it is critical to appreciate
these individuals’ achievements and recognize the accomplishments
achieved by them. A few of them are detailed here with their major

! Mohamed Faslan & Nadine Vanniasinkam, Fracturing Community: Intra-group
Relations among the Muslims of Sri Lanka, Islamic Reformist Movements in Sri Lanka,
(Colombo: International Center for Ethnic Studies, 2015) P:12.

2 The Nagshbandi is a major Sunni order of Sufism. Its name is derived from Baha-ud-
Din Nagshband Bukhari. (1318-1389)

3 This is one of the branches of the Nagshabandi order.

4 Ahmad al-Alawi (1869 — 14 July 1934), in full Abi al-°Abbas Ahmad ibn Mustafa ibn
‘Aliwa, known as al-‘Alawi al-Mustaghanimi was an Algerian Sufi Sheikh who founded
his own Sufi order, called the Alawiyya.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunni_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariqa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sufism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baha-ud-Din_Naqshband_Bukhari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baha-ud-Din_Naqshband_Bukhari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheikh_(Sufism)
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contributions briefly mentioned in the footnote:*

Kasawaththai Aalim Appa? (1829-1893) | Akurana
Mohamed Cassim Siththy Lebbe® | (1838-1898) | Kandy
Orabi Pasha* (1841-1911) | Egypt
I.L.M. Abdul Aziz® (1867-1915) | Jaffna
Vappichchi Maraikar® (1868-1925) | Colombo
M.C. Abdul Rahman’ (1868-1933) | Weligama
M.C Abdul Cader® (1875-1946) | Jaffna
N.H. Abdul Gaffoor ° (1875-1931) | Colombo
Justice Akbar?® (1880-1944) | Colombo
Dr. AM.A. Azeez!! (1889-1973) | Jaffna
Dr. T.B. Jayah*? (1890-1960) | Colombo

! Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, Islamic Scholars and Pioneers,
n.d.,

https://muslimaffairs.gov.lk/en/home/islamic-scholars-pioneers/ , 01.04.2024.
2 Leading Islamic Theologian and expert in Arabic-Tamil literacy and published several
books in Arabic-Tamil. His famous book is DeenMalai”.
3 He is a Pioneer in Sri Lanka for Muslim Social Development and as well as Pioneer of
the His role in the establishment of Colombo Zahira College and Muslim Ladies
Education. He is the author of 1% the Tamil Novel in Sri Lanka (Asanbe Sariththiram).
4 He was exiled by the British from Egypt for Political Reasons. He Contributed to the
Muslim Social Development along with Siththy Lebbe and Encouraged the Muslims to
Learn English and Returned to Homeland in 1901.
®He Engaged in Social Development activities along Sithy Lebbe and Published the
Magazine titled “Muslim Guardian”.
® He Donated his own land to the Government of Sri Lanka, free of charge for the
establishment of the National Museum in Sri Lanka. It is closed on Friday on his request
until now. He was a Main donor to Zahira College and Served as Manager at Zahira
College.
" He is the First Muslim Member of the “Ceylon Legislation Council” and Colombo
Municipal Council and as well as the first un-official Municipal Magistrate
8 15t Muslim Graduate in Sri Lanka. He was successful in securing Muslim Identity
through approval to wear “Turk Cap” everywhere, including the court of Law.
®He was a gem merchant during the British Ruler’s time and a great donor and founder
of Gafforiya Arabic College.
10 He is the First Muslim Justice in Sri Lanka. The main contributor to the creation of
Muslim Personal Law while holding the Position of state councilor and Main contributor
to the establishment of the University of Peradeniya.
11 He is Sri Lankan’s first Civil Servant. He served as Principal of the Colombo Zahira
College and Founder of the Sri Lanka Muslim Scholarship Fund.
12 He served as Principal of the Colombo Zahira College for more than 27 yrs. Moreover,
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Sir. Razik Fareed? (1893-1984) | Colombo

M.S. Kariyappar? (1899-1989) Kalmunaikudy
Dr. M.C.M. Kaleel® (1899-1994) | Colombo
Al-Haj H.S. Ismail* (1901-1993) | Puttalam

Dr. Badiudeen Mahmood® (1904-1997) Matara

Prof. M.M. Uwais® (1922-1996) | Panadura
Naleem Hajiar’ (1932-2006) Beruwala
M.H.M. Ashraff 8 (1948-2000) | Sammanthurai

Apart from them, other prominent Islamic figures and individuals
sacrificed their lives, knowledge, wealth, and time in order to protect the
religion of Islam in Sri Lanka, educate its adherents, and raise them to be
good men in the home, society, and country.

he established Zahira Colleges in several parts of the country. He is identified as one of
the leaders who fought for the Independence of Sri Lanka. He served as Minister in the
Parliament of Sri Lanka and as an Ambassador for Sri Lanka in Pakistan.

! He is the Founder of nearly 250 Schools in Sri Lanka. Through the education field, he
Contributed to Community Development. He is considered as a Founder of Teachers’
Training Colleges at Addalaichenai & Aluthgama.

2 Most research had been done by him in Tamil Literature. More than 2000 books were
founded.

3 He was a leading Physician, social worker, politician, and leader of the community in
Sri Lanka He Contributed to Muslims’ Education and Social Development. As well as
he was president of the ‘All Ceylon Muslim League.

% He is the Uncontested 1 Parliamentarian of Sri Lanka by the 1%t Parliamentary Election
in 1947 and 1% Speaker of the Independent of Sri Lanka as well as He is the Creator of
the Baithul Mal Fund in Sri Lanka.

% He served as Minister of Education for two terms (10 years). Schools in Sri Lanka were
Nationalized during his term of Office and Jaffna University also was established during
his tenure.

® He was a pioneer Researcher in Islamic Literacy (more than 2000 Books) and the First
Professor at the Faculty of Tamil Literature at Madurai Kamaraja University (South
India)

"He was a great donor in Sri Lanka and the Founder of Jamia Naleemiya, a Higher
educational institute for Islamic Studies and the Arabic language in Beruwela, the
Establisher of Igra Technical College, and the Founder of the Islamic Renaissance
Movement in Sri Lanka. Arafath Careem & Ashker Aroos, Jamiah Naleemiah: Concept
and Emergence, (Beruwala: Naleemiah Bureau of Islamic Publications, 2023).

8 Founder of a Political Party for Muslims for the first time to confirm the identity of
Muslims in Sri Lanka. Southeastern University and Oluvil Port were created on his
philosophy.



389 AHistorical Exploration of Islamic Discourse in Sri Lanka... - Ashker Aroos, et al.

1.3. Islamic Educational Institutions

The establishment of Arab-Islamic educational institutions (Madrasa)
in Sri Lanka followed the nature of the establishment of Islamic
institutions in Arab and Islamic countries based on Masjids since the
Prophet (PBUH)'s time. The ‘Makky Madrasa’ in the city of Galle was
the first Islamic Institution in the history of Sri Lankan Islamic
Institutions?, it was established in 1870 AD by two Scholars named
‘Ahmed Saleh al-Yamani’ and ‘Abu Bakr Maskin al-Qahri,” and it was
followed by ‘al-Bari Madrasa’ in 1884 AD in the city of Weligama by
a Scholar named ‘Mawelevi Labby’ and it was dominated by Sufi
doctrines. The Institutions subsequently began to arise in the south of
the island at a period when there was no indication of any Islamic
Da’wah organizations’ activities. Then the rich people throughout the
island were engaged in constructing Islamic Institutions, and by the
grace of Allah (SWT), there were several Madrasahs established in
each major city like Puttalam, Weligama, Maharagama, Muthur, and
several other important cities in the nation.

In the late 20" century these educational institutions were subjected
to the supervision of the country’s government, and subsequently, the
prominent Madrasas according to the country law were officially
registered in the Department of Islamic Affairs and Culture in Sri Lanka.
The following are some of the Madrasas listed in chronological order.?

No Madrasah/Jamiah Established Place
Year

01 | Al-Bari Institute 1884 Weligama

02 | Al-Qasimiya Arabic College 1884 Puttalam

03 | Al-Bahja Al-Ibrahimiya 1892 Galle

04 | Gafooriya Arabic College 1935 Maharagama

05 | East Arabic College 1954 Attalchchenai

06 | Arabic Institute of Falah 1955 Katankudi

07 | Nadwathul Ulama  Arabic 1956 Muthur -5
College

08 | Sayyidat Muslimat Arabic College 1959 Kaleliya

1 Community Association of Professionals, A study on Contemporary Madrasah
Education System in Sri Lanka, (Colombo: 2020), p.7, All Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama,
https://acju.lk/news-ta/acju-news-ta/1673-2019-06-12 05.04.2024.

2 Department of Sri Lankan Examination, Rules, and Regulations for al-A’alim
Examination (Colombo: Department of Sri Lankan Examination, 2013), p.38.
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09 | Deniya Arabic Institute 1963 Panadura

10 | Rahmaniya Arabic Institute 1971 Akurana

11 | Rahmaniya Arabic Centre 1971 Puttalam

12 | Arabic College for Preaching of 1973 Sammanthurai
Islam

13 | Naleemiah Instiute of Islamic 1973 Beruwala
Studies

14 | Siddeqiya Ladies College 1976 Katankudi

15 | Zahriya Arabic College 1976 Hemmathagama

16 | Anwar Al-Uloom Arabic College 1978 Macola

17 | Dar Al-Tawheed Salfiya Centre 1980 Parkahadeniya

18 | Manar Al-Huda Institute 1981 Derumpola

19 | Al-lhsaniya Arabic College 1988 Colombo

In addition, these Madrasas, which were founded later after them,
played in the past and still play a great role from the beginning until now
in preserving the religious faith of Muslims, raising them on the principles
of Islam, purifying them, and conveying the message of Islam to all
people. When the topic of Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka is brought up
The Madrasas’ significance to Sri Lankan Muslims’ religious affairs and
activities won’t be overlooked or discounted.!

1.4. Islamic Da’wah Organizations (IDO)

The primary reformist DOs in Sri Lanka are the Tablighi Jamaat?, Jamaat
Islami®, and Thawheed Jamaat®*, which are based in Pakistan, India, and
Saudi Arabia, respectively, and impacted the nation around the 1950s.
These IDOs are currently functional IDOs, which follow in detail in the
next pages. Later in the 1980s, Jamaat Salamah® was established on the

! M.S.A. Barie, The Role of Arabic Madrasa (Institution) in the Social-Cultural
Renaissance of the Sri Lankan Muslims, (An Unpublished Thesis, University of
Peradeniya), (2001), p 40-45.

2 This was established in Sri Lanka in 1953 with the objective of involving Muslims in
religious rituals, particularly in regular daily prayers.

3 1t was officially established in Sri Lanka in 1954 with the objective of Islamization of
the Muslim community in all its socio-cultural aspects.

41t was called Jam ‘iyyat ’Ansari al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyyah and was founded in
1947 in Sri Lanka.

5 It was established in Sri Lanka in 1990 in the name of Dar al-Argam with the objective
of the Brotherhood movement. However, these four organizations do have not any
political activities in the country.
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island, based on the ideas of Egypt's Ikhwan Muslimeen. It is crucial to
emphasize here that these IDOs have no political ambitions and are
primarily concerned with social welfare and the spiritual upliftment of the
people. Their contributions to the modern history of Islamic discourse are
undeniable and unforgettable.

At the same time, there are lots of other organizations® continuing
their contributions to keep the Muslim community educated and religious
until now. Some of them are All Ceylon Jamiaythul Ulama (ACJU), the
Young Muslim Men’s Association (YMMA), the Islamic Renaissance
Movement (IRM), the Muslim Council of Sri Lanka (MCSL), and the
National Shoora Council (NSC), are considered comparatively most
important organizations in Sri Lanka. The following table shows the
Islamic groups and organizations that worked in the past and some of them
are working at present on the island of Sri Lanka.

Da’wah

Traditional Groups

Organizations

Social Organizations

e ACTJ (All Ceylon

Siafrs Orders (a) Tablighi Jamaat e SHABAB
- Tharigas (b) Jamaat Islami e IIRO (International
e Qadiriyyah (c) Thawheed Jamaat | Islamic Relief
e Shazuliyyah e JASM  (Jamathul | Organization)
e Rifaiyyah Ansari Sunnathul | ¢ IRO (Islamic
e Jistiyyah Muslimeen) Research Organization)
o Nagshabandiyyah | ¢ NTJ (National | « CIS  (Centre for
e Nabawiyyah/ Tawheed Jamat) Islamic Studies)
Musthafawiyyah e SLTJ  (Srilanka | e Hira Foundation
e Alaviyya Tawheed Jamat) ¢ NIDA Foundation

* Dharus Salaf e Discovery Islam
- Thakkiyas o Dharul Adhar e MFCD (Muslim

Foundation for Culture

Thawheed Jamath) and Development)
e lIthihad Ahlul | ¢ Mishkath Research
Tawhid Institute

(d) Jamathus Salama

! Mohamed Faslan, Fracturing Community intra-group relations among the Muslims of
Sri Lanka. P:13-20, M.1.M. Jazeel, Islam and Muslim Youth Movements in Sri Lanka,
7" international symposium 2017- SEUSL.
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2. An Introduction to Institutionalized Islamic Discourse in
Contemporary Sri Lanka

From the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h) to the present, Islamic discourse
has undergone several stages, with responsibilities completed individually
and collectively, until today, it is seen as more collective than individual.
Hence, in Sri Lanka, Islamic discourse has been implemented as a
collective work of various IDOs. Although several collective works are
related to Islamic discourse in Sri Lanka, this study primarily focused on
three Da 'wah organizations, namely Tabligh Jamaat, Jamaati-Islami, and
Jamaati-Tawheed, to explore and analyze their efforts toward Islamic
discourse in Sri Lanka. The three compelling arguments for selecting the
aforementioned Da 'wah organizations can be articulated. Firstly, the
influence of these organizations on the socio-cultural norms of Sri Lankan
Muslims is notably profound. Additionally, they have been instrumental
in enhancing religious knowledge, ethnic identity, and cultural cohesion
among the community.! The second reason is that they have a long
historical background in Islamic discourse. The third reason is the
prevailing Islamophobic propaganda against Islamic activism along with
the "Ester Attack” in the year 2019 that happened? in Sri Lanka, which
directed concern of the state and other communities towards the activities
of these organizations and intensified investigation against active
organizations.

2.1. Tabligh Jama‘at

Tabligh Jama‘at is an Islamic reformist organization established by
Moulana Muhammad Ilyas Khandhlawi® (1885-1944) targeting reforming
Muslims during the late 1920s in India. It carries out its activities by
inviting Muslims to mosques, especially aiming to reform the common
Muslim people in their daily rituals and practices. Meanwhile, Tabligh
Jama‘at is working on the idea that every Muslim, irrespective of
education or religious knowledge could make the Da’'wah and would

1 M.A. Nuhman, Understanding Sri Lankan Muslim Identity, (Colombo: International
Centre for Ethnic Studies, 2004).

2 AR.M. Imthiyaz, “The Easter Sunday Bombings and the Crisis Facing Sri Lanka’s
Muslims”, Journal of Asian and African Studies. 2020, Vol. 55(1) 3-16.

3 M.K. Masud, Travellers in Faith: Studies of Tablighi Jama’at as a transnational
Islamic Movement for Faith renewal, (Leiden: Brill, 2000), Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, Life
and Mission of Moulana Mohammed llyas, translated from the Urdu by Mohammed
Aasif Kidwi, (Lucknow: Academy of Islamic Research and Publication, 1979).
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engage in reforming activities. Furthermore, this organization grew after
its leader Moulana llyas, under the leadership of his son and successor
Moulana Muhammad Yousuf, and spread globally out of India in Asia,
Africa, and Arab countries.® Behind this backdrop, Tabligh Jama ‘at
entered into Srilanka.

The inception of Tabligh Jama ‘at in Sri Lanka originated between
1951 and 1953. According to the records, initially, it was founded either
in Colombo or Kandy by some Indian traders. Another narrative says that
it was founded in Colombo and was warmly welcomed in Kandy. In 1953,
Dawood Moulana from Mehwat in North India brought a few volunteers
for Tablighi work in Colombo?. It is important to note that the early
members of the Tabligh Jama ‘at were Indian Muslims. Moulana Kaleel
al-Rahman, Haji Mohammed Ali, and Haji Meera Mohideen led the
organization during the time 1953 and 1956. according to the decision
taken as a full-time Amir M.T. Mohamed Haniffa (1907-1982) was
appointed, he was known well as Periya Ameer Sahib.® Today this
organization has grown in all parts of the country and is considered the
biggest Islamic religious organization in Sri Lanka.

The goals of Tabligh Jama ‘at in Sri Lanka primarily are twofold. The
first is to bring back Islam into the lives of Muslims as it was during the
Prophetic period when ‘pure Islam’ was practiced. So, members of
Tabligh Jama‘at strictly try to follow the Prophet (PBUH) and his
companions in all practices such as even in dressing, growing beards,
using Miswak, and so on. The second is self-purification. While the water
itself is pure, stagnant water is dirty. Pure water rushes to purify itself, not
to purify anyone else, but to purify themselves. For this, the members of
Tabligh Jama'at embark on a path of Jama'at.*

The basic principles or essential components of Tabligh Jama ‘at in
Sri Lanka are generally called ‘the six numbers’ which are known as the
following: article of Faith, compulsory praying five times a day, seeking
knowledge and remembering Allah, respecting other Muslims, sincerity
of purpose, and finally sparing time for the organization. Furthermore, Sri

1 S.Mayaram, Hindu and Islamic Transnational Religious Movements. Economic and
Political Weekly, 39 (1), p.84.

2 S.M. Moosa, llankayil Islamiya lyakkangal: Our Vettumuham (Islamic Movements in
Sri Lanka), (Maruthamuni: al-Manar Publication Bureau, 2000), p.28.

3 Musammil, M.S.M. llangay Tablig Jama't Tanda Periya Ameer Sahib (Periya Ameer
Sahib of Sri Lankan Tabigh Jama’at), (Colombo: al-Siraj Publication, 2005).

4 Farah Mihlar. “The pursuit of piety and the quest for separatism: The politicization of
Islam in Sri Lanka,” (Ph.D. dissertation, SOAS, University of London, 2015), p.153.
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Lankan Tabligh Jama ‘at suggests to its members some good deeds to be
implemented. Its activities and work move around these things. They are
such as seeking consensus the morning after the Subah prayer and the
evening after the Maghrib prayer, reciting some religious texts approved
by the organization such as ‘Tha’lim’, or Hayatus Sahaba or ‘Riyad al-
Salihin’, inviting people to the mosque, and dedicating a few days every
month for its work.!

The most important approach of Tabligh Jama‘at in Srilanka is to
invite Muslims to the mosque which is considered the best way to get
people into pure Islam. Especially, they arrange a gathering every
Thursday night to explain and remind religious guidance and to emphasize
the brotherhood between them. It’s called ‘Jumma Rathiri’. Another
approach is to travel to various villages in the path of Allah to call people
to the mosque. This travel is inherently linked to the organization. As a
result, the members of Tabligh Jama ‘at bear the organization’s ideology
wherever they go and taste the experience of self-satisfaction in the path
of Islam. This approach contributed in the past to the growth of this
organization and engagement with all kinds of people in society. This is
one of the primary reasons for Tabligh Jama‘at being the largest
organization in Sri Lanka.?

The socioeconomic role of Tabligh Jama ‘at comparatively with other
organizations is less than others. The members are involved in social
harmony and charitable works, but they are not conducted under the
organization’s name. Meanwhile, this organization, like other
organizations inside of the country, doesn’t have any political identity or
any involvement in mainstream politics at all. However, it is undeniable
that the contribution of Tabligh Jama ‘at to relate Muslims with Islamic
identity especially with mosques at the grassroots level throughout the last
seven decades.

2.2. Jama‘ati-1slami

Jama ‘ati-1slami is a reformist organization founded in 1941 by Moulana
Seyyid Abul A’la al-Mawdudi (1903-1979) in the Indian subcontinent. He
was living at the end of the colonial era of Britain in India. The
background for establishing this organization was the formation of Islamic

1 S.M. Moosa, llankayil Islamiya lyakkangal: Our Vettumuham (Islamic Movements in
Sri Lanka), p. 26.

2 Farah Mihlar. “The pursuit of piety and the quest for separatism: The politicization of
Islam in Sri Lanka,” p.173.
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cadres to lead the Islamic nation by taking over the political leadership
and reforming Islamic society following Sharia rulings. After the
deviation of Pakistan from India Mawdudi was a leader in Pakistan until
he died in 1979. For India, Moulana Abul Lais Islahi Nadwi led Jama ‘ati-
Islami of Hind from 1948. Even though both of them have been registered
as an independent party according to their constitutions. There are no links
or connections between them too.*

The organization of Jama ‘ati-Islami in Sri Lanka officially started in
1954 among the Indian Muslim traders familiar with Mawdudi’s thoughts
and literature. They used to conduct religious classes and distribute books
to Muslims of Sri Lanka. The preacher and well-known orator M.A.C.
Jaylanee visited Sri Lanka in 1951 from Kayalpattanam, in Tamil Nadu to
introduce the first Tamil translation of the Quran.? The Indian Muslim
traders requested him to stay here and form a team of Sri Lankan
Jama ‘ati-Islami. He agreed and was appointed the first Amir of the
Organization in 1954.2

From the inception of Jama ‘ati-Islami in Sri Lanka They interacted
in educational endeavors to reshape the Muslim mind holistically that
Islam is a way of life guiding familial, social, economic, and political
aspects of life. They conducted Quran classes and training programs, and
published a monthly Islamic magazine called ‘Arul Jozi’ and ‘Valihatti’.
As a result, this organization was in particular welcomed and attracted by
educated Muslims from schools and universities. In 1980 the student
organization of Jama ‘ati-Islami known as ‘Jammiyat Talabatul
Islamiyyah’- Sri Lanka Islamic Students’ Movement was started. It must
be noted that the role of this student movement in guiding Muslim
students at schools and universities within the framework of Islamic ethics
and moral behaviors is not only undeniable but a remarkable endeavor
too. The ladies’ wing of Jama ‘ati-1slami in Sri Lanka is called ‘Talibat’
which is the most activist part of the organization. It has been working
since 1980 all over the country independently even though ladies’ classes
were conducted before. In addition, now they have membership in the
Majlis, general committee (Majlisul ‘Aam), and high authority committee

! Farah Mihlar. “The pursuit of piety and the quest for separatism: The politicization of
Islam in Sri Lanka,” p.178.

2]. Hartung, A System of Life: Mawdudi and the Ideologistion of Islam, (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2014), p.303.

3 Souvenir of Sri Lanka Jama’athe Islami — 70" Commemoration, (Colombo: Islamic
Book House, 2024), p. 8.
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(Shara) of Jama ‘ati-1slami.t

Sri Lankan Jama ‘ati-1slami aims to introduce Islam not just as a
religion but as a complete code of life according to the Srilankan
minority and pluralistic context. In doing this Sri Lankan Jama ‘ati-
Islami differentiated itself from other organizations by introducing the
‘moderate path’ which focuses on this world and hereafter. Since the
dawn of history, Sri Lanka has seen the split of communities and groups
based on race, religion, and language. In contrast, the Islamic
Organization seeks to develop bridges across Muslims and other
communities as well. Therefore, since the 2000s Sri Lankan Jama ‘ati-
Islami has been working under five themes: Humanitarian interest, we
are Srilankan, Conservation of natural wealth, Good governance and
democracy, and ethical and moral-based media. After the Ester-attack
tragedy, they have added the aims mentioned above teamwork and
cooperation with others.?

The most important approaches to spreading the ideology of Sri
Lankan Jama ‘ati-1slami could be defined in three folds: first conducting
weekly, and monthly religious classes under various names such as Usrah,
‘Imarah, at circles, and public programs. Furthermore, they have been
running educational religious institutions in the part of the island such as
Islahiyyah at Madempe, Ladies Islahiyya at Putalam, Aysha Siddega at
Mawanella, Fatimatuz Zahra at Ottamavadi, and so on. The second is to
publish books and magazines. Until the Easter Sunday tragedy in 2019,
there were numerous magazines published in multiple languages such as
‘Alhasanath’, ‘Engal Thesam’, ‘Aharam’ for kids in Tamil, ‘Trend’
magazine in English, and ‘Probodaya’ in Sinhala. However, all these
kinds of publications have been stopped due to the tragedy faced after the
Easter Sunday attack and lastly, they have published a quarter magazine
of *Vizumiyam’ in Tamil since 20233, The third approach to fostering the
ideology of Sri Lankan Jama ‘ati-Islami is to engage in socio-economic
works and services such as charitable funds for orphans and needy people,
loan systems, relief work, co-existence projects, and so on.*

! Souvenir of Sri Lanka Jama’athe Islami — 70" Commemoration, (Colombo: Islamic
Book House, 2024), p. 7-16.

2 Souvenir of Sri Lanka Jama’athe Islami — 70" Commemoration, (Colombo: Islamic
Book House, 2024), p. 66.

3 The co-researcher was appointed as sub-editor for the first issue of Vizumiyam 2023.
4 Souvenir of Sri Lanka Jama’athe Islami — 70" Commemoration, (Colombo: Islamic
Book House, 2024)
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2.3. Tawheed Jama‘at

The organization of Tawheed Jama’at is an ideology that belongs to the
reformist thoughts of scholar Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab (1703-1792)
who lived in Saudi Arabia. He was calling the people to remove the
practices deemed to be ‘Shirk’ and ‘Bid‘ah’ in the Islamic world and
inviting them in the line what was done during the time of the Prophet
(PBUH) and his successors. After that, Prince Muhammad bin Saud allied
with him to spread this ideology, which led to the establishment of the
first Saudi state, which controlled the Arabian Peninsula and parts of Iraq,
the Levant, and Yemen.! The followers of Tawheed Jama ‘at called
themselves ‘Salafi” which indicates them as followers of the Salaf- First
generation of Islam who implemented pure Islam.

Currently, in Sri Lanka, Tawheed Jama ‘at represents the number of
Islamic groups and individuals’ works. Although they didn’t function as
one unified organization until today, they commenced with their ideology,
aims, objectives, and approach. Against this backdrop, the origin of
Tawheed Jama ‘at in Sri Lanka could be traced to Sheikh Abdul Hameed
Bakri who studied in Saudi Arabia. After returning to Sri Lanka, he
founded the ‘Jamiyyatu Ansari Sunnatul Muhammadiyyah’ (JASM) in
1947 in his village Pargahadeniya at Kurunagala.? Some other Srilankan
scholars of the same ideology, such as Abdul Wahab Alim Shah from
Passiyala, Mohamed Alim Shah from Puttalam, and Umar Hazarat, started
to spread the same ideology all over the country. Even though, this
organization took a long time to take hold among the people for reasons
that are because it began in the villages and not in the capital and it was
challenging mainstream Islam of Sifzism which had been dominated in Sri
Lanka at that time.3

From the inception and formation of Tawheed Jama ‘at, They spread
their thoughts and ideologies in various ways. Considering the national
voice of the Tawheed organization and the insufficiency of calling for
statements, sermons, and teachings, in 1955 Bakri began a monthly
newspaper called ‘Unmay Uzayam’. In 1970 onwards Nisaar Kuwaththi
formed the ‘All Ceylon Tawhid Jama’at’ (ACTJ) in the capital of Sri

! Farah Mihlar. “The pursuit of piety and the quest for separatism: The politicization of
Islam in Sri Lanka,” p.178.

2 S.M. Moosa, llankayil Islamiya lyakkangal: Our Vettumuham (Islamic Movements in
Sri Lanka), p. 41.

3 Farah Mihlar. “The pursuit of piety and the quest for separatism: The politicization of
Islam in Sri Lanka,” p.182.
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Lanka- Colombo. Academically, another remarkable step of Tawheed
Jama ‘at was to establish the Institute of ‘Darul Tawhid Assalafiyyah’
which was founded in 1980 by Abu Bakkar Siddeeq who was one of the
students of Bakri and completed his studies in Saudi Arabia.! From the
beginning to the date, it is regrettable that this organization has been
dispersed into multiple groups so it cannot be united under one umbrella
body.

The theologies of Tawheed Jama‘at, are as follows: “a particular
understanding of Tawhid (Oneness of God), making sure unbelief is
fought, especially Shirk or drawing partners to Allah (SWT), accepting
the Quran and Sunnah based on the consensus that the first four Caliphs
are the only authoritative source of Islam, Ridding society of Bid‘a and
strict interpretation of Quran and Sunnah is sufficient to guide
Muslims.”? However, despite the Srilankan Tawheed Jama ‘at, carries
these theologies within its aims and objectives, it is much more concerned
with eliminating Shirk such as praying at the tombs of saints, wearing
charms, talismans, and types of witchcraft or faith healing, as well as
eradicating Bid‘ah such as recitation of Mawlid, marking the birth
anniversary of Prophet (PBUH), generally celebrating birth and mourning
death from the Islamic community.?

Regarding the approaches of Tawheed Jama ‘at, of Sri Lanka, they
follow clearly in their orientation their aims and objectives of eliminating
Shirk and eradicating Bid ‘ah from the Muslim society. For that, they use
harsh language in their approaches to writing and arguments. As well as
they propagate the teachings of Islam in the name of two types of classes
such as Arabic language and Quran classes all over the country
independently. Due to zero tolerance maintained with others, they
establish a mosque wherever they start their activities and try to spread
their ideologies which are believed pure Islam. Their lack of huarache and
national structure inside them and the independence to declare whatever
they considered to be true Islam led them to emerge and inceptions of
several internal religious groups among them.

1 S.M. Moosa, Ilankayil Islamiya lyakkangal: Our Vettumuham (Islamic Movements in
Sri Lanka), p. 41-55.

2 B. Haykel, The Global Salafism: Islam’s new religious movement, (New York:
Columbia University Press, 2009), p. 36-37.

3 S.M. Moosa, llankayil Islamiya lyakkangal: Our Vettumuham (Islamic Movements in
Sri Lanka), p. 50-51.
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Analytical Conclusion

Sri Lanka, despite being a Muslim minority country, showcases a
distinctive Islamic religious discourse shaped by various global Dawah
organizations and movements. This discourse is influenced by the
historical context of Islamic revivalism, the dynamics of minority status,
and the internal pluralism within the Muslim community. Muslims of Sri
Lanka, a scattered minority, are undertaking different ways to defend their
religious identity. In order to prepare Muslims for a proper understanding
of religion and to use their knowledge to provide religious leadership that
can lead them to promote sustainable, peaceful social and religious
coexistence, one of the goals of holistic and comprehensive religious
education is to understand contemporary realities.! Islamic scholars and
individuals, Islamic Educational Institutions, and Islamic Da 'wah
organizations have contributed significantly to this cause throughout
history. The current Srilankan Da’wah organizations of Tabligh Jamaat,
Jamaati-Islami, and Jamaati-Tawheed have been active in the nation for
more than a half-century and are among the most reputable. They have
never worked against this country, the people, or the country's laws. It is
worth noting that they have been involved in religious activities among
Sri Lankan Muslims and social service work nationwide. They have
neither political agency nor ideas of religious conversion. However, the
article suggests establishing a National Da 'wah Forum’2 as mentioned by
NSC that should be formed catering to the general interest of the Muslim
society, comprising all IDOs working in Sri Lanka, to promote mutual
understanding and open discussions between them. Through this, as far as
possible, the gaps and misunderstandings between the IDOs should be
bridged. As well as coordinated leadership structure for all the people
should be created to keep the Muslim community in order. From the
analysis, Dawah organizations can cater to three aspects of Muslim
society: spiritual, moral, and knowledge empowerment, as the following
figure highlights Islamic Dawah organizations.

1 Mohamed Hassan Thameem Ushama, Mohamed Zacky, Rishad Najmudeed, Mohamed
Ashath, “MUSLIM RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP EDUCATION IN THE MINORITY
CONTEXT : THE ROLE OF NALEEMIAH INSTITUTE OF ISLAMIC STUDIES,”
Hamdard Islamicus XLVI, no. 2 (2022): 29-46.

2 National Shoora Council, Guidance and Mechanisms for the Coordinated Engagement
of Social Reformist Institutions, (Colombo: NSC, 2020), p. 8.
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In conclusion, this paper therefore records the history of Islamic
discourse in Sri Lanka and demonstrates the positive participation of
modern Islamic Da 'wah organizations in Sri Lanka among Muslims. The
research observes two concerns: a constructive criticism of the Islamic
discourse that has been carried out by Sri Lankan Da ‘'wah organizations
and a critical examination of the contributions these organizations have
made to the nation and society
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