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Abstract

This research aims to explore the political heritage of Omanis in particular and
the Ibadi community in general, through their jurisprudential encyclopaedias
on the topic of the Imam, his attributes, and the limits of his jurisdiction. To
achieve this, the research will start with an important prelude on the
connection between Omanis and the lbadi sect, followed by a general
introduction to the history of the Imamate in Oman, its sequence, periods of
interruption, and some of the conflicts that occurred between them and certain
contemporary governments, as well as their stance towards these governments.
Despite the extensive discussion by Ibadi jurists on the subject of the Imam,
the researcher needs to gather their most significant and scattered opinions,
particularly from their jurisprudential encyclopaedias. Therefore, the research
adopts the inductive method by tracing the opinions of the Ibadis on the topic
from Omani and non-Omani sources, and the analytical method to reveal the
purposes behind the statements and views. The research will also uncover the
ruling of the Imamate according to the Ibadis, the method of pledging
allegiance to the Imam, the format of the contract, the duties, responsibilities,
and solemn covenant it entails, the personalities involved in it, and the qualities
they must possess. It will examine the duration of the Imam’s tenure, the
process of his selection, the reasons leading to his dismissal and
accountability, the key conditions required, and the attributes he must exhibit.
The research will also address the scope of the Imam’s authority,
distinguishing between actions he can undertake without consultation and
those requiring the counsel of the elite and scholars, as well as decisions he
must not finalise without their advice. It will investigate whether the Imam has
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the authority to make significant decisions such as engaging in combat, his
freedom in handling matters related to spoils and prisoners, and relinquishing
parts of his dominion to achieve benefits or avoid risks. Furthermore, the
research will provide examples embodying justice and adherence to the
solemn covenant, safeguarding the territory and the populace in the noblest
manners and situations. Finally, the conclusion will summarise the key
findings of the research.

Keywords: Imamate, Imam, attributes of the Imam, jurisdiction of the Imam,
pledge of allegiance, allegiance.
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