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Historical Novels between Objectivity and Art according to Ali
Ahmad Bakathir and Jurji Zaydan

Novel Sejarah antara Objectiviti dan Nilai Artistik Mengikut
Pandangan Ali Ahmad Bakathir dan Jurji Zaydan
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Abstract

The research seeks to critique the historical novels of the Ali Ahmad
Bakathir and Jurji Zaydan between the artistic imageries and historical
objectivity. Through the analytical approach the study will address the
aesthetic elements of the historical novels of the writers as found in titles
such as: "Salah al-Din al-Ayyabi","Shajarat Al-Durr","Al-Hajjaj Bin Yasuf";
and "Wa Islamah”, "Sirat al-Shuja’", "Al-Faris al-Jamil", by Ali Ahmad
Bakathir. The research is interested the fiction elements in selected novels,
such as: narrative style, temporal element, personalities, historical data, and
the aesthetical techniques of the writers in the organization of historical data.
In terms of historical objectivity, the research has touched on the historical
data as presented by the writers in terms of facts and fiction and the means
through which they deal with historical documents. The research concluded
that Bakathir was dedicated to objectivity but on the expense of the aesthetic
image, while Zaydan was dedicated to the art but on the expense of
objectivity. Bakathir also relied on the influence of the characters in the
construction of the novel, while Zaydan relied on the influence of the place,
both of which preserved historical results, but differed in the narration of
history and its interpretation.

Keywords: Novel, historical, thematic, artistic, Ali Ahmad Bakathir, Jurji
Zaydan.

Abstrak

Kajian ini akan menkritik novel-novel sejarah yang dihasilkan oleh Ali
Ahmad Bakathir and Jurji Zaydan dari sudut nilai artistik dan objektiviti
sejarah melalui kaedah analitikal yang akan menonjolkan elemen artistik
dalam novel-novel sejarah oleh dua sasterawan ini dalam: "Salah al-Din al-
Ayyubi","Shajarat Al-Durr","Al-Hajjaj Bin Yasuf'; and "Wa Islamah",
"Sirat al-Shuja’™, "Al-Faris al-Jamil”, oleh Ali Ahmad Bakathir. Kajian ini
akan mengkaji beberapa elemen naratif penceritaan dalam novel-novel
dipilih ini seperti naratif, masa dan tempat, watak serta data sejarah. Kajian
juga akan menunjukkan teknik-teknik seni kedua-dua novelis ini dalam
menyusun data sejarah sama ada dari segi objektiviti sejarah, kebenaran dan
fiksyen, dan cara mereka bagi menangani dokumen-dokumen sejarah. Kajian
mendapati bahawa Bakathir melebihkan objektiviti dari nilai artistik
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sebaliknya Zaydan nilai artistik dari objektiviti. Bakathir menumpukan
kepada pengaruh karakter manakala Zaydan pulan menumpukan pengaruh
tempat dalam membina penceritaan novel. Kedua-dua mereka masih
menjaga sejarah walaupun berbeza cara penceritaan dan tafsiran sejarah.

Kata kunci: Novel, Sejarah, Tematik, Artistik, Ali Ahmad Bakathir, Jurji
Zaydan.
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