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Textual cohesive devices in old Arabic poem: Basyar bin Burd’s
(Jafa widdudhu)

Unsur kohesif teks dalam puisi Arab lama: Basyar bin Burd (Jafa
widdudhu)
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Abstract

This paper studies the textual cohesive devices in the old Arabic poem entitled ‘jafa
widduht’ by the Abbasid poet Basyar bin Burd. This would be done from the
perspective of text linguistics. It aims to uncover the extent of organic unity in the text
as an example of the old Arabic poetry. The study uses textual method and focuses on
three salient aspects of the poem namely: reference, repetition, and conjunction. The
study begins with reference as it is the most stand out feature in the text and a
grammatical cohesive feature. Three of its categories were explained in the poem:
personal, comparative, and implicative references. Subsequently, repetition will be
discussed as a lexical reference and four of its categories will be elaborated namely:
total, partial, synonymous, and semi synonymous repetitions. Conjunction is also a part
of lexical cohesive device and four of its relations are evident in the poem: conjunctive
relation, the relation between the whole and part, the relation between the parts, and the
relation between the elements of a general category. It is evident in the end that the
textual cohesive devices are deployed in the poem and they are overlapping in many
instances thus proving the organic unity of the poem.

Keywords: Basyar bin Burd, Cohesion, Text linguistics, Poetic unity.

Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan melihat unsur kohesif teks dalam sebuah puisi Arab lama bertajuk
jafa widduhi' oleh penyair Basyar bin Burd dari zaman Abbasiyah dari perspektif
linguistik teks. la akan melihat sejauh mana kesatuan organik dalam teks di dalam puisi
Arab lama. Kajian ini menggunakan kaedah tekstual dan memfokuskan kepada tiga
unsur penting kohesi di dalam puisi iaitu: rujukan, pengulangan, dan kata penghubung.
Kajian dimulakan dengan unsur rujukan kerana ia merupakan ciri yang paling menonjol
dalam teks dan juga merupakan saru unsur kohesi tatabahasa. Tiga kategorinya telah
dijelaskan dalam analisa puisi tersebut: rujukan peribadi, perbandingan, dan implikatif.
Seterusnya, pengulangan akan dibincangkan sebagai satu unsur rujukan leksikal dan
empat daripada kategorinya akan dihuraikan iaitu: pengulangan total, separa, sinonim
dan separa sinonim. Kata penghubung juga merupakan sebahagian daripada unsur
kohesif leksikal dan empat hubungannya akan dijelaskan dalam puisi tersebut:
hubungan kata penghubung, hubungan antara keseluruhan dan bahagian, hubungan
antara bahagian-bahagian, dan hubungan antara unsur-unsur dalam sesuatu kategori
umum. Kesimpulannya ialah bahawa unsur kohesif teks digunakan saling bertindan
dalam banyak keadaan sekali gus membuktikan wujudnya kesatuan organik dalam puisi
tersebut.

Kata kunci: Basyar bin, Burd, Kohesi, Lingusitik teks, Perpaduan puisi.
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