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Understanding the conceptual structure in the Semantic Generative
Approach

Memahami struktur konsep dalam pendekatan Semantik Generatif
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Abstract

We aim through this paper to understand the conceptual structure in the Semantic
Generative Approach” for explaining the relationship between the syntactical and
semantical components of the grammatical structure. This structure was formed in the
conceptual semantics model of Ray Jackendoff in a semantic structure whose verbal
heads denote events or situations. It is classified into five categories of semantic
fields: the temporal field, the possessive field, the identificational field, the
circumstantial field, and the existential field. We indicated, through its application to
the Arabic language, that the semantic properties consist of relational concepts in the
conceptual structure which determines the meaning in a semantic structure that is
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represented in semantic roles and semantic features. The study of these relationships
and their representations enriches the modern Arabic linguistic studies and opens a
wide field for research.

Keywords: Conceptual Semantics, Conceptual Structure, Spatial expressions,
Semantic Role, Semantic Feature.

Abstrak

Makalah ini bertujuan untuk memahami struktur konsep dalam Pendekatan Generatif
Semantik untuk menjelaskan hubungan antara komponen sintaksis dan semantik
dalam struktur tatabahasa. Struktur ini dicadangkan dalam model semantik konseptual
yang dikemukakan oleh Ray Jackendoff. dalam struktur semantik yang subjek
ungkapannya menunjukkan peristiwa atau situasi. la diklasifikasikan kepada lima
kategori dalam bidang semantik: medan temporal, medan posesif, medan identifikasi,
medan keadaan, dan bidang eksistensial. Kertas ini menunjukkan, melalui
penerapannya ke bahasa Arab, bahawa sifat semantik terdiri dari konsep hubungan
dalam struktur konseptual yang menentukan makna yang didapati dalam peranaan dan
ciri makna itu sendiri. Kajian hubungan ini dan bentuk-bentuk mereka
memperkayakan lagi kajian linguistik Arab moden seterusnya membuka bidang yang
lebih luas untuk penyelidikan.

Kata kunci: Semantik Konseptual, Struktur Konseptual, Ungkapan spatial, Peranan
Semantik, Ciri Semantik.
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Jackendoff ,Ray, Precis of : Foundation of Language : Brain,Meaning, Grammar, Evolution, '
p,)) ,p123. Oxford University Press, 2002 (506(

—4E G — i — k) Y L Sl gl : gl 3 Jamied) 3 Gy (Lol et T
AT e TR Lo (pY 1Y LYl Oslly I EIS ) ¢ g — Sl

Yo (b ) e mim Al bl U il s Slsiae i) diBpally AV e (BN e gzl
o0

o) el a3 s (140V) "anSH ) | S B e pasTE (VAR VA " g o
Vi SH A Akl

okl

Jackendoff ,Ray, Semantics and Cognition , (MIT Press, Cambrige, 1983, 281 p.) , p19.

[ phonological ‘ syntactic conceptual
P f P
rules | rules rules
auditory, h vision
] | | .

motor -~ MR e > Ngte,
outpul/
rules of
inference

AVY=V oY o cazeall allasl o el Jadll W0 ailas (e Kgloll 1ttt

The meeting is at 6.00.°

The doll belongs to Beth.'

The light is red."’

Sue allowed/ permitted Jim to sing.""

. Amelia flew the plane'”

Bill ceased preventing the rock from going down the cliff.'

gl aad) L Ki 5 Slesasll s 3315 ag VI ana 2 AN
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[ state BE temp ([ event MEETING] ,[ place AT temp ([ time 6.00]) ]) ] .( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p192).

17

[ state BE poss ([DOLL], [ placeAT poss ([ BETH ]) 1) 1.( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p192).

18

[ event GO poss ([ DOLL], [ path TO poss ([ BETH]) 1) ] ,( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p192).

19

[ BE ident ([ LIGHT ], [ AT ident ([ property RED])]) ] ,( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p194).

20

[LET ([SUE],[GOcir ([JIM,TOcir ([SING] DD 1.(Jackendoff, ray.1983,p200).

Y

Jackendoff ,Ray, Semantics and Cognition,1983. p178.
:k}:ﬁ\ JQI:J\ L_g;ﬁ-j,\\ ULZ;L\ a3 qu-}.“ L;l; PN G?M FE A

e [N [lad] due |
(VT =Y Yoo o AT sl i) [asm ] 5 e i [ ] W) e g O

(Semantics of spatial expressions) " &sladll Shlall A" 5 psusll auld) Lad) (3 Pl ods GgasTe s 77

ke O BL 8 0515 LV AAY die MIT Press «5,25 sl (Semantics and cognition) "ol <)y AV als™ 3

spaill bl say (sl o bl sae ik Wy elad) & Lok ¢ QLY B S c0Vlaazal d el EAUNEINCONUAL

([ THING] occupies [ PLACE]).™

AR

The mouse stayed under the table,( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p163 .
1.1) 1[ place UNDER ([ thing TABLE™
il Gy AU 2l a3 Walioses (Y1 JU 3 (Capital ) b O Bl S o e A Sl ey

Ay

Lo grg O (s wlad) OF 2l odd ol J3Y) jead) mmgy o o) ey Coblasly Oy Blull M)l Caled ™
ala 3 Wgllal) " e W 3 Bles 352 it Lo gy OSG e 3la DL OF QW1 5ol jums (Bl ) b
Myl L "

The mouse ran under the table.™

TO([ place UNDER ([ thing TABLE])])]. [path™

g

Jackendoff, ray.1983,p 166.

Y

( [ THING]| traverses [ PATH ] ) ,(Jackendoff, ray.1983,p168).

Yy

([ THING ] extends over | PATH |) ,(Jackendoff, ray.1983,p168).

34
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( [THING ] is oriented along [ PATH | ) ,( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p168).

Yo
The mouse skittered toward the clock,( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p168).

1
The highway extends from Denver to Indianapolis,( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p168).

v
( [THING ] is oriented along [ PATH | ) ,(Jackendoff, ray.1983,p168).

38

The sign points to Philadelphia,( Jackendoff, ray.1983,p168).
AYY —Vey o ‘P”'““ eU'a.:J\ > J.M}I'aj gxﬂ\ uoi}l\ |- Ly céw‘ VS
9 ek S il e mysdl s (Ssiang JMaaal) "y MUy " el " a el el B kel (3 aladl) o Aot 40
ot o gy iy im0t >0 S e s gty A > ATH e Wl gy ¢ aey ) ke
o A g p S > DB i gy Sl > il e I i) g Sl e ey )
XYY Lo Y o) e g el 2 ) AU
Nohe ekl allasl e palshy Jadll W1 jailas (g (Ll ) 4
,\o/\u; ¢&L~J\ C>-J.U :j]il.ﬂ &
N oA s Bl g 0 ¢t €T
< ly Blgar cdie @ et ¥l ad 3 ale (Ko Ban Y sgioll el wosl OF Ll & ol oda el ¥
AN il 3 i Lo gy ¢ osa2 S (aogdl o)l Bl
.\'\~up;<"jaL‘ eUa:u\ ‘;.A }h‘j&j &Aﬂj‘ ‘_,"’i}“ ua;‘L.ar 9 ‘L}L:"U‘ : }k_’\ £
Y R4 AAAT OAYY sl (2 pSTe et

Negovero ekl sl e alghy Jadl Wi ailas e (ol s e FY
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Destermartin,F, Thematic roles and Semantic research: Problematics and perspectives, (Master
thesis, 2000-2001, 96 p, p22.
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