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The Standard of Robert De Beaugrande’s Standard of Informativity in
the Quranic Verses: A Semantic Study

Manifestatasi Robert De Beaugrande piawaian nilai maklumat dalam
ayat-ayat Al-Quran: Satu Kajian Semantik
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This paper studies the topic of informativity which concerns about to what extent a
text is expected or unexpected, known or unknown for the receivers, namely —in this
paper-the receivers of the Quran. As the Quran is the word of God, we believe that the
Quranic texts have distinctive features of informativity as compared to human texts.
Therefore, we carry out this study to highlight some of the general manifestations of
informativity of the Quran based on the following themes: Allegorical verses, “new
language”, Quranic initials, and scientific signs in the Quran. These Quranic themes
were discussed in the light of general framework of informativity theory. Besides that,
we also discussed the effects of informativity of the Quran on pre-Islamic society
traditional as well as contemporary Muslim scholars. We conclude that the Quranic
texts comprise of different grades of informativity, some of them are low and it is the
same as the concept of ‘clear verses’ (muhkam) and some of them are high in
informativity which are equivalent to the concept of ‘allegorical verses’(mutasyabih).
Muslim scholars have put their utmost efforts to downgrade the informativity of the
Quran using Quranic verses itself, hadith, companion sayings as well as the scientific
signs. We also conclude that the Quran brings eternal message that consistent with all
time and it asserts many of the scientific findings. Overall, we could say that the
informativity of the Quran goes beyond the informativity of human texts because
Allah’s knowledge is beyond time and space.

Keywords: Standards of Textuality — Informativity - Linguistic Inmatibility -
Scientific Inmatibility

Abstrak:

Kajian ini membincangkan tajuk nilai maklumat (informativity) yang berkenaan
dengan sejauh mana sesuatu teks itu boleh dijangka atau tidak, boleh diketahui atau
tidak bagi penerima (receiver) atau pembaca yang mana dalam kajian ini merujuk
kepada penerima dan pembaca teks Al-Quran. Sebagai kalam Tuhan, kita beriman
bahawa teks Al-Quran mengandungi ciri-ciri informatifiti yang istimewa berbanding
teks ciptaan manusia. Atas dasar itu, kami menjalankan kajian ini bagi menjelaskan
sebahagian manifestasi umum bagi ciri-ciri informatifiti Al-Quran berdasarkan tema-
tema berikut: 1- Ayat-ayat mutasyabihat, ‘bahasa baharu’, huruf-huruf abjad pada
permulaan surah, dan petanda-petanda saintifik dalam Al-Quran. Selain itu, kami juda
membincangkan tentang kesan informatifiti Al-Quran terhadap masyarakat Arab
jahiliyah dan para sarjana kontemporari. Kajian merumuskan bahawa Al-Quran
mengandungi pelbagai peringkat informatifiti yang mana sebahagiannya rendah
sekaligus bersamaan dengan konsep ayat-ayat muhkam manakala sebahagian ayat
yang lain mengandungi informatifiti yang tinggi. Ini sejajar dengan konsep ayat-ayat
mutasyabihat. Para sarjana Islam telah berusaha gigih untuk merendahkan tahap
informatifiti Al-Quran menggunakan ayat-ayat Al-Quran sendiri, hadith, kata-kata
para sahabat dan malahan petanda-petanda saintifik yang terkandung dalam Al-Quran.
Umumnya, boleh kita katakan bahawa tahap informatifiti Al-Quran melangkaui batas
nilai maklumat teks manusia kerana ilmu Allah tiada batasan masa dan ruang.

Kata kunci: Standard Tekstualiti — Nilai Maklumat — Kemukjizatan Bahasa —
Kemukjizatan Saintifik.
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Beaugrande, Robert Alain De & Dressler, Wolfgang Urich, Introduction to Text
Lingustics, London:Longman, 1981, p. 8.
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Graesser, A.C, McNamara, D.S, Louwerse, M.M, Chai, X. “Coh-Metrix: Analysis of

Text on Cohesion and Language”, Behaviour Research Method, Instruments &
Computers, 36 (2), 2004, p. 194.
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Beaugrande & Dressler, Introduction to Text Linguistics, p. 143.
B (3 oSl s L) Bacie W) ckdd By s Alys 1 el A5 G Ty Wastel Eade Y (s (o fiae i
XYoo (pY 0V cbpdle Bl Ay dnsld) (il
Yoo sl by padl (o) Ll
AY e bl b B
Yoo camd il pam s el
RENCRTWE
oY+ v q ) s 10kee) YD cautdly Ol Gle 1LBLBTg Wb dypall RN (e b ¢ plie 1oe S T
YYV2
Jb)' Yy

Beaugrande & Dressler, Introduction to Text Linguistics, p. 159.
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Beaugrande & Dressler, Introduction to Text Linguistics, p. 148.
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Claude E. Shannon & Warren Weaver, The Mathematical Theory of Communication,

(Urbana: The University of Illinois Press, 1964 ), pp. 1-4.
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