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Critical Views on the “Risalab al-Tawabi‘ wa al-Zawabi
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Analisis Kritis terhadap “Risalah al-Tawabi‘ wa al-Zawabi
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Abstract:
This paper attempts to uncover one of the unique methods in putting
forward literary critical views of one of the most brilliant Andalusian
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writers who had talents in poetry, prose writing and literary criticism. His
talent was apparent in his masterpiece the “Risalah al-Tawabi‘ wa al-
Zawabi‘, in which he poured his talent to manifest his comprehensive
literary character that surpassed his contemporaries and competitors, be
they poets or prose writers. He wrote this story with unique combination
of styles; seriousness, humor, irony and imagination. He wrote about an
imaginary journey where he met with the servants of the classical Arab
poets and writers from among the jinn and had conversations and
discussions with them to realize their status and to invoke from them an
appreciation to his own work which was not forthcoming from his
contemporaries in the imaginative world of demons. He appeared in the
story as a poet and writer who overcome his contemporaries; he sounded
as though he was a critic from the Eastern school of criticism when he
spoke of his critical views and casted his analysis. He tried to deal with
some topics and controversial views that were debated aggressively
among the proponents of the Eastern school, namely: the issue of talent
and inspiration, poetry and prose, classic and contemporary, comparison
and literary plagiarism. In this manner, this work was a huge contribution
to the field of literary criticism in Andalusia that kept up with the
characteristics of literary criticism in the eastern part of the Arab world.

Keywords: Criticism— Poem— Prose— Imagination— Andalusia.

Abstrak:

Kajian ini berusaha untuk menyingkap salah satu daripada keunikan
metode yang digunakan dalam melontarkan pandangan secara kritis oleh
salah seorang penulis agung Andalus. Beliau berbakat besar dalam
menghasilkan puisi, prosa dan kritikan sastera. Bakat beliau ini dapat
dilihat dengan jelas di dalam karya agungnya “Risalah al-Tawabi‘ wa al-
Zawabi‘, yang menonjolkan kebolehan semula jadi beliau dalam bidang
sastera, malah mengatasi orang sezamannya sama ada para penyair atau
pun penulis prosa. Apa yang menarik dalam karya yang dihasilkan ialah
kenyataan beliau yang bernada serius, lelucon, sinis, sarkastik dan fantasi.
Beliau telah menulis sebuah pengembaraan di alam fantasi yang mana
beliau telah bertemu dengan para penyair serta penulis Arab klasik yang
terdiri daripada kalangan jin dan berlaku perbualan serta perbincangan
antara beliau dan mereka. Tulisan beliau ini telah mendapat pengiktirafan
dan melangkaui orang sezamannya dalam menulis fantasi tentang alam
jin. Bahkan terserlah kebolehan beliau sebagai seorang penyair, penulis
dan pengkritik yang hebat dalam karya ini. Kritikannya yang pedas dan
tajam menunjukkan seolah-olah beliau merupakan seorang pengkritik
agung daripada aliran kritikan Timur. Hal ini dapat dilihat melalui
perbincangan yang melibatkan isu-isu kontroversi di kalangan para
penyokong aliran tersebut seperti perkara-perkara yang berkaitan dengan
bakat dan ilham, puisi dan prosa, klasik dan kontemporari, perbandingan
dan plagiarisme dalam kesusasteraan. Oleh yang demikian, karya beliau
telah memberi sumbangan yang besar terhadap bidang kritikan sastera di
Andalus yang mana telah mendukung ciri-ciri kritikan sastera di timur
Arab.
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Kata kunci: Kritikan- Puisi- Prosa- Fantasi- Andalus.
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