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Highlights on the Religious Traces in the Works of Gibran Khalil Gibran

Pencerahan Terhadap Jejak-jejak Keagamaan Dalam Penulisan Gibran Khalil
Gibran
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Abstract:

The talent of Gibran in literature began to shine in the beginning of the 20"
century after the publication of his various poetic and prosaic works in English
and Arabic that were uniquely characterized with lofty emotions and ethics in
addition to visionary longing for an ideal spiritual life. Anyone who dwells on his
works, initially with his book ‘Summaries on the Art of Music” which was
published in 1905, ending with “The Lost One” published in 1932, a year after
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his demise, would ne insightful of his theme. A reader might think upon reading
the pages of “The Storms” or from his attacks on others or on the priests; or one
who would read about his story being driven away from the church and that he
refused redemption while he was on his dying bed, that his writing was void of
any religious substance and religiosity. For this reason, it would be significant to
study the religious perspective of on one of the most important Arab migrant
writer descriptively and analytically. Among the most important findings of the
study are: the religious representations in Gibran’s works are similar with some
of the modern religious movements that combine between values such as love,
fairness, benevolence with various religious teachings and beliefs. Some of his
religious perspectives were also similar with religious liberalism that regards the
variety in religious beliefs as sharing the common mean to gain a common
spiritual attainment. The various rituals in religions are regarded as subcategories
that are united with the same spiritual heart.

Keywords: Gibran- Religion- Philosophical Dimension- Faith Dimension-
Ethical Dimension.

Abstrak:

Bakat Gibran dalam penulisan mula terserlah pada permulaan abad yang ke 20
selepas pelbagai penulisannya dalam bentuk prosa dan puisi mula dalam bahasa
Arab dan Inggeris dicetak. Penulisan beliau unik kerana bercirikan emosi yang
tinggi serta etika yang dalam yang dipacu untuk menggagaskan satu kehidupan
kerohanian yang ideal. Sesiapa yang mendalami penulisan beliau, bermula
dengan bukunya ‘Ringkasan-ringkasan Seni Musik’ yang dicetak pada 1905
diakhiri dengan ‘Yang Hilang’ yang dicetak pada 1932, setahun selepas
kematiannya akan dapat secara umum menggarap tema penulisan beliau.
Pembaca yang membaca lembaran-lembaran ‘Ribut’ atau serangan beliau
terhadap para rahib dan lain-lainnya; atau sesiapa yang pernah membaca cerita
beliau dihalau keluar gereja dan kedegilan beliau untuk menyatakan taubat ketika
terlantar di katil di ambang kematian; bahawa penulisannya tersisih daripada
unsur keagamaan dan keinsafan. Oleh kerana itu, adalah wajar untuk dijadikan
kajian perspektif keagamaan Gibran yang merupakan salah seorang tokoh Arab
migran tersohor dalam penulisan secara deskriptif dan analitikal. Di antara
dapatan kajian terpenting ialah: pengungkapan ciri keugamaan dalam penulisan
Gibran adalah sama dengan beberapa pergerakan keagamaan Yyang
menggabungkan di antara nilai-nilai cinta, keadilan, kebajikan dengan pelbagai
ajaran keagamaan dan kepercayaan. Beberapa perspektif keagamaan beliau juga
sama dengan fahaman liberalisma agama yang menganggap kepelbagaian agama
adalah merupakan cara yang sama untuk mencapai tahap kerohanian diri.
Kepelbagaian ritual dalam agama-agama pula adalah merupakan Kkategori-
kategori kecil yang disatukan oleh kerohanian hati.

Kata kinci: Gibran, Religion, Dimensi Falsafah, Dimensi Kepercayaan, Dimensi
Akhlak.
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M.M. Badawi. Introduction: The Background”, in The Cambridge History of Arabic Literature:
Modern Arabic Literature, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), p.13.

Yl el Uleny Loy o gatly Rigplall Slims ool L8 ey s Ty Oindl) il 2 23 (50 23"
B 551y A 3ld s el Ll 185 Lgn 09k (A odn ol o T 5Ll () o el Jie 2 g o))
S Logasy 3 I o gy 0L Jor 3 ol g a VAT ple il e 2lall Slelally dal) Sl W1 Lol
) el ol el cSUE @) Al gy 1Sy oW @il elaiY) pladl) Lids 59 )
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Suheil Bushrui and Joe Jenkins, Kahlil Gibran: Man and Poet, (Oxford: One World, 2008).
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Wail S. Hassan, “Gibran and Orientalism”, in Arab Voices in Diaspora: Critical Perspectives on
.Anglophone Arab Literature, edited by Layla Al Maleh. (New York: Rodopi, 2009), pp. 65-92
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James C. Livingston. Anatomy of the Sacred. Macmillan, New York 1989, pp. 5-6.
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Ninian Smart, Dimensions of the Sacred, (London: HarperCollins, 1996).
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Ninian Smart, The World’s Religion, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), pp. 13-22.
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Nadeem Naimy, “The Mind and Thought of Khalil Gibran”, Journal of Arabic Literature. Vol 5,
pp. 65-66. 1974, p55-71,
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Cornelis Nijland, “Religious Motifs and Themes in North American Mahjar Poetry”, in

Representations of the Divine in Arabic Poetry, edited by Gert Borg and Ed de Moor. (Amsterdam:
Rodopi, 2001), pp. 169-175.
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Ninian Smart, The World’s Religion. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), p.14.
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AYN= 18 e (A1 G el ATy ) pe) BSSYY e e il ALST) A ga) (Ol s Ol 1)
VA ALl Ao gat cands B e

ANV o il Sl s gabl cands 3L

Vooyot o alalS degat cands Bl

ATV o Al o) (s p LI

Ao kol s gatl (annis L

ANY= AN sl S e gadl cands L) T

Ao e bl degad) ok sl

YN o cdall WS degastl canks 3L

@ 3 s i o uidl s (gOd-Self) e s Ol S T

N Toe il S A gad canks Bl

TR

;b
Ninian Smart, The World’s Religion. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), p.21.
(Yoo (YEV o c0d o (W) 3 Bl 1Ty &) o) SN o A AN A gadt Ol L5 (Ol
YAY 2 YV 2
0o dpall Wl degedl canis Bl
¢

AFTAYY o Sl degasd) canis

References : 8‘15"

Al-Bati, Mohammad Sa‘id Ramadan, Kubra al-
Yayqiniyat al-Kawniyyah, (Damascuss: Dar al-
Fikr, 1997).

Badawi. “Introduction: The Background”, In: Th
Cambridge History of Arabic Literature: Modern
Arabic Literature, (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1997).

Bushrui, Suheil and Joe Jenkins, Kahlil Gibran: Man and
Poet, (Oxford: One World, 2008).

Darraz, Mohammad ‘abd Allah, Buhuth Mumahidah
Lidirasab Tarikh al-adyan, (Kuwait: Dar al-Qalam,
1970).




Olpor ek Ol Jlest (3 ) {1 e Slelis|

Hassan,Walil S., Gibran and Orientalism”, in Arab Voices in
Diaspora: Critical Perspectives on Anglophone Arab
Literature, edited ’abi Layla al -Maleh. (New York:
Rodopi, 2009).

Jubran, Khalil Jubran, Min Allab Wa al-"aliba  al-'adidah
Fi  al-Ta’ib: al-Majmui‘ah al-Kammilah, (Beirut: Dar
Sadir, 1964).

Jubran Khalil Jubran, al-Hurtf al-Nariyyah Min Dam‘ah
Wa Ibtisamah: al-Majmii‘ab al-Kammilah, (Beirut:
Dar Sadir, 1961).

Livingston, James C. Anatomy of the Sacred. Macmillan.
New York 1989.

Nadeem Naimy, “The Mind and Thought of Khalil Gibran”,
Journal of Arabic Literature. Vol 5, 1974.

Nijland, Cornelis, “Religious Motifs and Themes in North
American Mahjar Poetry”, in  Representations of the
in Arabic Poetry, edited ’abi Gert Borg and Ed de
Moor.(Amsterdam:Rodopi,2001).

Qab‘yn, Remond, al-Naz‘ah al-Ribiyah Fi ‘adab  Jubran
Wa Na‘imah, (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr al-Lubinani,
1993),

Religions in the Modern World, edited ’abi Linda
Woodhead, et la. (New York: Routledge, 2005).

Ninian Smart, Dimensions of the Sacred, (London:
HarperCollins, 1996).

Smart, Ninian, The Worlds Religion. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2002).




aoYly asalll ol als

Traboulsi, Fawwaz, A History of Modern Lebanon,
(London: Pluto Press, 2007).




