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Topical issues in the novel “Umm Nuzur” by Abdurrahman Munif: An Analytical and
Critical Study

Isu-isu tema dalam novel “Umm Nuzur” karangan Abdurrahman Munif: Satu kajian
analisa dan Kritis
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Abstract:

This study discusses various issues in the novel “Umm al-Nudhur” written by
Abd al-Rahman Munif. It aims to highlight his creativy as formulated in his
novel. The writers make use in the study descriptive, analytical and critical
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methods. The researchers present briefly an overview of the writer’s background
at the beginning of the study and then analyze critically the various issues in the
novel keeping in mind the artistic creativity of the novel. This study is expected
to contribute to the existing critical studies of Arabic literature as well as to
enrich the biographical references related to the art of biography wrting. In
conclusion, the novel "Umm al-Nudzur" is found to accommodate diverse issues
which can be divided into three sections. First: social issues that encompass
mystical belief such as witchcraft, sorcery and superstition. Second: human
issues which are related to emotion and feeling of mankind. Third: religious
issues that reflect the dimensions of Islam. This study also found the ability of
Abd al-Rahman Munif to depict the characters through the selection of their
name and building a successful plot. Apart from that, it could be seen indirectly
that the writer attempts to defame the reputation of religious men in his novel.

Keywords: Novel “Umm al-Nudhur” — Abd al-Rahman Munif — Issues — Mystic
Belief — Islamic Teaching.

Abstrak:

Kajian ini membincangkan isu-isu yang dalam novel "Umm al-Nudhur" karya
Abd al-Rahman Munif. Tujuan kajian ini dijalankan adalah untuk meninjau
pemikiran Abd al-Rahman Munif, sekaligus menonjolkan cara penampilan
kreativiti beliau dalam karya tersebut. Reka bentuk kajian ini adalah berdasarkan
kepada metod deskriptif, analitikal dan kritis. Pengkaji mengemukakan biografi
penulis secara ringkas pada permulaan kajian, disusuli dengan analisis dan
kritikan terhadap isu-isu yang dipaparkan dalam novel yang dikaji di samping
menekankan aspek kreativiti penulis dalam mengolah isu-isu berkenaan. Kajian
ini diharap dapat memberi sumbangan terhadap bidang kritikan dalam
kesusasteraan Arab selain dapat menambah rujukan tentang seni penulisan
biografi. Hasil kajian menunjukkan bahawa novel “Umm al-Nudhur”
mengandungi pelbagai isu dan persoalan yang boleh dikategorikan kepada tiga
bahagian. Pertama: isu-isu kemasyarakatan melibatkan kepercayaan mistik
seperti ilmu sihir, khurafat dan kepercayaan karut. Kedua: isu-isu kemanusiaan
berkaitan emosi dan perasaan seseorang insan. Ketiga: isu-isu keagamaan yang
memaparkan dimensi-dimensi ajaran Islam. Kajian ini juga dapat melihat
kemampuan penulis dalam mempersembahkan jalan cerita secara baik,
keupayaan beliau dalam menggambarkan setiap watak melalui pemilihan nama-
nama sebilangan watak dan kejayaan beliau dalam menyusun plot yang berkesan.
Selain itu, kajian juga mendapati bahawa Abd al-Rahman Munif cuba secara
tidak langsung merendahkan reputasi golongan agamawan melalui novel
tersebut.

Kata kunci: Novel “Umm al-Nudhur” — Abd al-Rahman Munif — Isu dan
persoalan — Kepercayaan karut — Ajaran Islam
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