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Aesthetical Values of Political Letters in the Umayyad Period
Nilai-nilai estetika Surat Menyurat Politik di Zaman Umayyah
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Abstract:

Political letters in the Umayyad Period were regarded as an Arabic prosaic
literary form that were well known since earlier time and still have their
significance in present time. It is also known as the art of correspondence when
the writer was addressing a third person using the means available during that
time. This type of letter had contributed significantly in developing the prosaic
Avrabic style in particular during the Umayyad period which eventually witnessed
a growing number of writers with sound stylistic ability and a high end Arabic
culture such as: ‘Abdul Hamid Yahya al-Katib, Abu al-‘Ala Salim bin ‘Abdullah,
‘Abdullah bin Mu’awiyah bin Mu’awiyah bin Ja’far bin Abi Talib and others.
The letters were meant to contain political consequences of the government.
These correspondences took place between the ruling Umayyad dynasty and their
opponents such as the Shiite, Khawarij and the supporters of Zubair. The letters
had their own literary characteristics from the beginning of the assassinations of
the third Caliph ‘Uthman bin al-‘Affan and ‘Ali bin Abi Talib; the political
disputes and conflicts during the time of the Companions of the Prophet right
until the fall of Caliphate in the hands of the Umayyads, beginning with
Mua’wiyah as the first Caliph until the last Caliph, Marwan bin Muhammad. The
study concluded that the letters were characterized by having the following:
theme, opening with Basmalah, praising Allah, topic, separation between
introduction, content and conclusion, appendices, use of prayer expressions and
explanatory sentence within a sentence. They also used very formal wording
with frequency of synonyms, brief and excellent in their imageries with an
occasional lengthy diversions, fulfilling their purposes with the most fluent and
precise selection of words, clear in their objectives, resorting to Quranic Verses
and poems as quotations and others. The aesthetical values were apparent
through two distinct themes: the structure of the letters and the characteristics of
their styles.

Keywords: Political letters — Umayyad Period — Governmental Letters — Political
parties — Aesthetic structure.

Abstrak:

Surat-surat bertemakan politik di zaman Umayyah dianggap sebagai satu bentuk
sastera yang telah lama dikenali dan masih lagi mempunyai kepentingannya pada
masa ini. la juga dianggap sebagai seni dalam rangka hubungan apabila penulis
menujukan suratnya kepada pihak ketiga dengan menngunakan cara-cara yang
terdapat di zaman tersebut. Hasil persuratan sedemikian telah menyumbang
kepada perkembangan stail prosa bahasa Arab terutamanya pada era Umayyad.
Beberapa tokoh terkenal juga muncul sebagai penulis tersohor penulisan
sebegini: ‘Abdul Hamid Yahya al-Katib, Abu al-‘Ala Salim bin ‘Abdullah,
‘Abdullah bin Mu’awiyah bin Mu’awiyah bin Ja’far bin Abi Talib dan lain-lain.
Surat-surat tersebut biasanya bertujuan untuk menangani kesan-kesan konflik
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politik yang timbul terhadap pemerintah. Surat menyurat tersebut adalah di
antara Kerajaan Umayyah dan pihak pembangkang dan musuh-musuh politik
mereka Seperti pihak Syiah, Khawarij dan penyokong ‘Abdullah bin Zubair.
Surat-surat tersebut mempunyai identiti kesusasteraannya yang tersendiri
bermula daripda pembunuhan Kahlifah ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan dan Saiyidina ‘Ali
sehinggalah kepada konflik dalam kalangan para sahabat sehinggalah jatuhnya
Khilafah ke tangan Bani Umayyah, bermula dengan Mua’wiyah dan berakhir
dengan Khalifah Marwan bin Muhammad. Kajian ini merumuskan bahawa surat-
surat tersebut mempunyai sifat dan karakter tersendiri seperti: tema, pembukaan
dengan Bismillah, tajuk, perbezaan di antara pengenalan, kandungan dan
kesimpulan, lampiran, uncapan doa’ dan ayat-ayat penerangan apitan. Laras
bahasanya amat rasmi dengan penggunaan berulang perkataan dan frasa seerti;
ujarannya ringkas tetapi padat; perlambangan digunakan secara meluas; kadang-
kadang ayat —ayatnya panjang meleret namun secara umumnya penggunaan
bahasanya amat lancar dan tepat. Tujuannya jelas, petikan daripada ayat-ayat Al-
Quran dan puisi Arab turut mencorakkan surat-surat tersebut. Nilai astetika
persuratan ini terserlah dalam dua aspek penting: struktur surat-surat tersebut dan
ciri-ciri stail bahasanya.

Kata kunci: Surat-surat politik— Zaman Kerajaan Umayyah— Watikah Kerajaan—
Kumpulan-kumpulan politik— Struktur astetika.
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