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Establishing the root of phonological theory of the Ikhwan al-Safa

*

Menjejak asal-usul teori fonologi Ikhwan al-Safa
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This study deals with the phonological efforts of a group of thinkers or
Muslim philosophers whose reputation and mentioning was widespread in
the fourth century of hijrah or the tenth century A.D who were called the
Ikhwan al- Safa. They wrote in their treaties categories of ideas that relate
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to philosophy, intellectual and linguistic side by side. This study will
present an effort to establish the rooting to the nature of phonological
study among the Arabs and subsequently will relate to the efforts of this
group in the field of Arabic phonology through their logical definition of
the Arabic sounds, their categorization according to its meaning, ways of
articulation and quantity, description of the places of articulation and their
means of production. They subsequently and excellently did an analysis
according to all the levels of quality, quantity and manner. They also paid
their attention to the aspects of meaning and the means to differentiate
between the sounds and the method to acquire them. The study concluded,
among others: The Ikhwan al-Safa group had managed to describe the
Arabic acoustic sounds in a manner that is extremely similar to findings
of the modern phonological devices. Their subject matter is
comprehensive that covers all aspects of Arabic sounds. They logically
defined the sounds and categorized them according to the meaning,
manner and quantity. They determined their places of articulation and
manners of production and subsequently followed up with excellent
analysis from the various levels of quality, type and quantity, the aspects
of meaning and their distinctiveness and acquisition.

Keywords: Ikhwan al-Safa — Research — Acoustic — Qualitative —
quantitative.

Abstrak:

Kajian ini memaparkan usaha-usaha dalam bidang fonologi oleh
sekumpulan pemikir-pemikir atau ahli falsafah Muslim yang terkenal
pada kurun ke 4 hijrah atau kurun ke 10 SM dengan jolokan Ikhwan al-
Safa mereka mencatatkan dalam karangan-karangan mereka kategori-
kategori pendapat yang berkaitan falsafah, pemikiran dan juga linguistik
secara serentak. Kajian ini adalah satu usaha untuk menjejak asal-usul
kajian fonologi Arab melalui takrifan mereka tentang bunyi-bunyi huruf
Arab, pembahagiannya mengikut maksud, cara sebutan dan kuantitinya,
pemerincian tempat penghasilan suara-suara tersebut dan cara bagaimana
ia terhasil. Mereka seterusnya dan dengan jayanya telah melakukan
analisa mengikut semua tahap-tahap kualiti, kuantiti dan cara. Mereka
juga menumpukan perhatian terhadap aspek-aspek makna dan cara-cara
untuk membezakan di antara suara-suara tersebut. Antara dapatan kajian
ini adalah: Kumpulan Ikhwan al-Safa ini telah berjaya memperincikan
aspek akustik bunyi-bunyi huruf Arab dengan dapatan yang amat seruapa
dengan dapatan dengan menggunkan alat fonologi moden. Kajian mereka
adalah komprehensif dan meliputi semua aspek bunyi huruf Arab. Mereka
juga secara logik telah mengkelaskan bunyi-bunyi tersebut mengikut
makna, cara penghasilan dan juga kuantiti. Mereka turut memastikan
tempat penghasilan bunyi-bunyi huruf tersebut serta cara penghasilannya
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sebelum menganalisa dengan amat berkesan berdasarkan tahap-tahap
kualiti, jenis dan kuantiti, aspek makna dan ciri-ciri unik mereka serta
cara memperoleh dan menguasainya.

Kata kunci: Ikhwan al-Safa — Kajian — Akustik — Kuantitatif — Kualitatif.
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