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The position and contribution of women in Classical Arabic Literature

Kedudukan dan sumbangan wanita terhadap Kesusasteraan Arab
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Abstract:
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The study highlights the role of women in different eras beginning from the
pre-Islamic period until the golden age of the Abbasids. It is observed that
women did play a significant role since the early Arab history. It is a well-
documented achievement both in poems and prose. They were active beside
men in crafting the direction of the Arab civilization. Evidence was abundant
as found in the works of many scholars and researchers. Any attempt to brush
aside their efforts would not do justice to these achievements. In the pre-
Islamic period there were al-Khansa’ and Ummu Jundub who was famous of
her judgment between her husband Umru al-Qais and the famous ‘Algamah.
Others beside them were also contributing significantly. In the Islamic
period, the religion had paved the way for them to contribute greatly. The
wives of the Prophet Pbuh and his companions were examples to the
reforming roles that they played in the society and the Islamic Empire. In the
Umayyad period, they continued to be active in activities related to literature
and arts. As for the Abbasid era, due to the cultural exposure of that period,
women continued to contribute to the progress of literature and society. In
conclusion, women were evidently active and progressive in the history of
Arabic literature. They contribution is worthy of being highlighted and
accorded a significant status in the history of the Arabs.

Keywords: The role of knowledge — poems — sermons — critic.

Abstrak:

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk menonjolkan peranan wanita pada era-era

berlainan mulai dari zaman Jahiliah sehingga zaman keemasan Abbasiah.

Sememangnya wanita dapat dilihat memainkan peranan penting sejak

permulaan sejrah kesusasteraan Arab. la satu pencapaian yang didokumenkan
dengan baik untuk kedua-dua genre iaitu sajak dan prosa. Mereka aktif

bergandingan dengan lelaki dalam rah tuju tamadun Arab. Buktinya amat
banyak seperti yang ditemui dalam kajian-kajian beberapa sarjana dan

penyelidik. Sebarang percubaan menidakkan usaha-usaha mereka tidak akan
berlaku adil terhadap pencapaian-pencapaian mereka ini. Di zaman erdapat
tokoh-tokoh ulung sepertial-Khansa' dan Ummu Jundub yang terkenal

sewaktu memberikan kritik beliau antara syair suaminya Umru al-Qais dan
penyair tersohor 'Algamah. Wanita-wanita lain di samping mereka turut

menyumbang secara aktif. Di zaman Islam, kewajaran perjuangan agama
telah membuka jalan untuk mereka engan lebih menonjol. Isteri Nabi SAW
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dan para sahabat dalam kalangan wanita menyumbang dalam memainkan
peranan-peranan membangunkan masyarakat dan juga Empayar Islam. Di
zaman Umawiah, mereka meneruskan peranan tersebut dengan aktif dalam
kegiatan berkaitan dengan kesusasteraan dan kesenian. Di zaman Abbasiah
pula, disebabkan keterbukaan budaya di zaman itu, kaum wanita meneruskan
sumbang mereka kepada pembangynan kesusasteraan dan kemasyarakatan.
Kesimpulannya, wanita nyata bergerak aktif dan progresif dalam sejarah
perkembangan kesusasteraan Arab. Sesungguhnya sumbangan ini wajar
mendapat perhatian demi untuk memberikan satu pengiktirafan terhadap
peranan yang dimainkan mereka dalam sejarah perkembangan kesusasteraan
Arab.

Kata kunci: peranan dalam memajukan kesusasteraan - sajak - ucapan —
nasihat - pengkritik.
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