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The image of Harun al-Rasyeed in the poems of the first period of the ‘Abbasid

Imej Harun al-Rasyeed dalam puisi-puisi zaman perlumaan era Kerajaan
Abbasiyyah
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Abstract:

The poems that talked about the figure of Harun al-Rasyeed are historical and
sincere accounts of the events of his time of rule. It was a glorious period of
abundance of wealth and progress for the Islamic civilization. It was an era of
good governance and justice; rulers were paying their respect to the empire
through paying the protection fees. These are among the topic that occupies
those poems. The paper will discuss Harun al-Rasyeed’s figure as warrior,
advisor, generous figure, charismatic and his life as leader and imam. Among
the conclusions of the study are: the figure of Harun al-Rasyeed had always
been a controversy between those who praise him excessively and those who
were hostile towards him to the extent of turning this character as a legend.
He was surrounded by famous poets during his time who sometimes were
praising him excessively alleviating his position. Most of the poems about
him can be regarded as truthful and sincere. They are not the primary sources
of the controversy but rather a resourceful account about the richness of his
character which combines between seriousness and humor; soft and strong
heart; authoritative and fearful leader and tearful abstinent servant of God.

Keywords: Harun al-Rasyeed — fighter — advisor — generous — leader.

Abstrak:

Puisi-puisi yang menampilkan Harun al-Rasyeed adalah pernyataan sejarah
yang tulus tentang peristiwa-peristiwa yang berlaku di zaman beliau yang
gemilang. Zaman tersebut dikenali dengan kemajuan dan kekayaan
pemerintahan Abbasiyyah hasil pentadbiran dan keadilan yang mampan.
Ketika itu para pemerintah berduyun-duyun membayar ufti mengiktiraf
kekuasaan empayar Abbasiyyah. Ini adalah sebahagian daripada topik-topik
yang tercatat di dalam puisi-puisi waktu itu. Kajian ini akan mengutarakan
beliau sebagai seorang pahlawan, penasihat, dermawan, berkarisma tinggi,
imam dan seorang emimpin yang disegani. Antara kesimpulan-
kesimpulannya ialah: watak Harun al-Rasyeed sekian lama menjadi
kontroversi dalam kalangan pencinta dan musuh beliau. Beliau sentiasa
dikelilingi oleh para penyair yang kadang-kadang menyanjung beliau dengan
berlebihan. Walaupun begitu, kebanyakan syair-syair tersebut boleh dianggap
tulus dan berfakta. Syair-syair tersebut bukanlah merupakan sumber utama
timbulnya kontroversi yang terjadi tetapi merupakan satu sumber yang kaya
tentang kepelbagaian peribadi beliau yang menggabungkan antara ketegasan
dan kesantaian; kecekalan dan kelembutan hati; seorang pemerintah yang
berkuasa dan menggerunkan disamping watak beliau yang sentiasa zuhud
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yang sering menitiskan air mata tanda seorang hamba yang taqwa kepada
Tuhannya.

Kata kunci: Harun al-Rasyeed — pejuang — penasihat — dermawan —
pemimpin.
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