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Language Policy in Colonized Countries: A Case Study of the French

Colonization of Algeria

Dasar bahasa di Negara-negara yang dijajah: Algeria sebagai satu kajian kes
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Negara jajahan Perancis
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Abstract
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Language policy is a branch which is independent from sociolinguistics as its
topics are more about serving the language in the society. In the case of
Algeria, the French colonial language policy was not only restricted to the
issue of language but interfered with the aspects of culture and religion which
are integral to the identity of the local people. In this regard, the French had
adopted a language policy meant to undermine the language situation of
Algeria that was established since centuries. Arabic had coexisted with other
language such as Amazigh and other dialects but the French language policy
had resulted in putting Arabic to be at odd with these languages by adopting
language policy that was derived from findings of sociolinguistics as well as
from language policy and planning. This was implemented through the high
ranking officials in the army and the scholars of language. The study
concludes among others: the emergence of French in Algeria was on the
expense of the existing language coexistence; dialects formed the
backgrounds of standard Arabic; Amazigh was made to become an
undermining factor to the language situation in Algeria; the language policy
adopted was meant to change the identity of the society through turning it
into a French society; the French in this regard had a specific language policy
for Algeria in which French language was given more priority over Arabic
and Amazigh; the French was closely monitoring the language situation in
Algeria by planning the objectives strategies of the language policy

Keywords: colonization — French — language policy — sociolinguistics —

identity.

Abstrak:

Perancangan bahasa adalah satu cabang yang tersendiri berbanding
sosiolinguistik memandangkan skop perbicaraanya adalah lebih menyentuh
tentang persoalan bahasa dalam masyarakat. Dalam hal Algeria, perancangan
bahasa dan polisi berkaitan dengannya bukan sahaja menyentuh persoalan
bahasa bahkan turut melibatkan aspek-aspek budaya dan juga agama yang
merupakan identiti penduduk tempatan. Pihak penjajah Perancis telah
melaksanakan satu dasar yang mengeruhkan hubungan antara bahasa-bahasa
di Algeria yang telah wujud sejak sekian lama dengan menjadikan Bahasa
Arab dalam kedudukan tidak lagi harmoni dengan dialek serta bahasa-bahasa
tempatan lain. Polisi ini dikatakan telah mngambil kira dapatan dan
penemuan daripada bidang-bidang sosiolinguistik dan perancangan bahasa.
Perlaksanaan dasar ini didukung oleh dasar pentadbiran kolonial melalui
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pegawai-pegawai atasan tentera serta cendiakawan-cendiakawan bidang
bahasa. Antara dapatan kajian ini ialah: Kemunculan bahasa Perancis telah
mempengaruhi keharmonian hubungan di antara bahasa-bahasa yang telah
wujud di Algeria; dialek-dialek bahasa Arab mula ditonjolkan; bahasa
Amazigh dijantikan alat untuk melemahkan keadaan bahasa di Algeria; dasar
bahasa kolonial Perancis bermaksud untuk mengubah sosiopolitik Algeria
untuk menurut keadaan Perancis dengan memberikan tumpuan yang lebih
kepada pengukuhan bahasa Perancis dan bukannya bahasa Arab; pihak
Perancis sentiasa memantau keadaan bahasa di Ageria untuk merancang
dengan strategic dasar bahasa yang bertepatan dengan objektif penjajahan.

Kata kunci: Penjajahan — Perancis — dasar bahasa — sosiolinguistik —ldentiti
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Louis Jean Calvet, La Guerre des Langues et les politiques linguistiques, (Hachette Littératures, France,
1999), p154-155.
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Calvet , La Guerre des Langues » ,2eme Partie “Le champ de bataille “, 3eme Partie « Dans les etas-
majors”, P79. et P153.
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Calvet , La Guerre des Langues, p3, 28.
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