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Resistance to Colonialism in “Mawakib Al-Ahrar” by Najib Al-Kilani: An
Analytical Study

Perjuangan Menentang Penjajahan dalam Mawakib al-Ahrar oleh Najib Al-
Kilani: Satu Kajian Analisis
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Abstract

This research highlights the efforts to resist colonialism portrayed in Najib al-Kilani's
novel ‘Mawakib alAhrar’ (The Caravan of the Freemen). In the novel, al-Kilani
presented a model for the process of colonialism and decolonization, which is
represented in the French military campaign against Egypt led by Napoleon
Bonaparte from 1798 to 1801, and the struggle, revolution, and resistance of the
Egyptian people against this military campaign and this colonialism. The research
aims to reveal the images and forms of resistance of the Egyptian people against the
French army to restore freedom and sovereignty on their land. The research adopts the
content analysis method and uses the ‘Postcolonial Theory™ presented by Edward Said
and adopts the ‘Tension Model’ proposed by Bill Ashcroft in the analysis. The
importance of the research lies in its interest in the committed Arab literary novel that
is concerned with the issues of society and the nation, in addition to its interest in
adopting a contemporary oriental literary theory and then departing from dependence
on Western literary theories, ideologies and trends that have long dominated literary
and critical studies. The research reached results, the most prominent of which is the
merit of considering the novel ‘Mawakib al-Ahrar’ as a ‘Postcolonial Novel’ for its
inclusion in the postcolonial discourse and its issues, and images of the resistance and
its multiple forms from the Egyptian people against the French colonialist and his
aides, after they had gone through and suffered from a tragedy and a harsh and painful
experience as a result of the colonial aggression his oppression and persecution.

Keywords: Resistance, colonialism, postcolonial theory, Najib al-Kilani, Mawakib al-
Ahrar.

Abstrak

Makalah ini merupakan kajian terhadap novel ‘Mawakib al-Ahrar’ oleh Najib al-
Kilani dengan menumpukan kepada usaha-usaha menentang penjajahan yang
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digambarkan dalamnya. Dalam novel tersebut, al-Kilani memaparkan Kkisah
penjajahan tentera Perancis di Mesir yang dipimpin oleh Napoleon Bonaparte dari
1798 hingga 1801, dan proses dekolonisasi penjajahan ini yang sarat dengan
perjuangan dan penentangan oleh rakyat Mesir bagi mengembalikan kebebasan dan
kedaulatan tanah air mereka. Kajian ini bertujuan menonjolkan bentuk-bentuk
penentangan rakyat Mesir terhadap pencerobohan dan penjajahan tentera Perancis di
Mesir. Kaedah analisis kandungan diterapkan dalam kajian ini, dengan menjadikan
Teori Pascakolonial yang dikemukakan oleh Edward Said dan Model Ketegangan
cadangan Bill Ashcroft sebagai kerangka analisis. Kepentingan kajian ini terletak
pada pemilihan karya novel Arab yang komited yang menitik beratkan isu-isu
masyarakat dan negara, di samping penerapan teori sastera kontemporari Timur yang
dengan demikian menolak pergantungan terhadap teori-teori sastera Barat dan
alirannya yang telah lama mendominasi kajian sastera dan kritikan. Dapatan analisis
kajian ini mendapati pelbagai jenis dan bentuk usaha penentangan rakyat Mesir
terhadap penjajahan Perancis telah digambarkan dan dipaparkan dalam novel ini,
samada penentangan secara langsung yang melibatkan fizikal dan senjata atau secara
tidak langsung, oleh demikian kajian ini merumuskan bahawa novel 'Mawakib al-
Ahrar' layak dan berhak dikelaskan sebagai 'Novel Pascakolonial' kerana terkandung
dalamnya wacana pascakolonial dan isu-isunya.

Kata kunci: Penentangan, penjajahan, teori pascakolonial, Najib al-Kilani, Mawakib
al-Ahrar.
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