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Abstract

Employing the linguistic method of differentiation is one of the most important tafsir approaches
to tafsir used by early scholars. This method was evidently present in the early attempts at tafsir
by the companions and their followers. However, the existence of this method in early exegesis
remains rather obscure between researchers. This warrants more research to unveil the scope and
further extent of its application. The obscurity of this methodology has led some to question the
importance of its application or even consider it foreign to the art of tafsir altogether. This paper
tackles this issue by fundamentally establishing the proofs of the importance of the linguistic
method of differentiation through the Quranic verses, prophetic traditions, and traditions of the
companions and their followers. Considering the nature of the topic at hand, this paper uses the
inductive analytical method of research in an attempt to establish the fact that linguistic
differentiation was one of the most crucial tools employed by early exegetes. It concludes with
various results, among which is the fact that linguistic differentiation is, above all, a Quranic
methodology as the Quran guides people to differentiate between similar words. It also concludes
that linguistic differentiation is a prophetic methodology in both tafsir and language, just as it is
one of the most important methods of tafsir within the athar based approach to tafsir, and it is
evidently present in the exegetical reports of early exegetes.
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