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Abstract

This paper aims at explaining the term Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al-Jama‘ah through its historical stages.
In addition, it aims at highlighting the impact of that term on the Shi‘ah -oriented narration of the
hadith (i.e. narratives and reports of the deeds and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad) by dividing
these narratives in terms of their category and degree of authenticity. Furthermore, it deals with
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the impact of the narrators of Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al-Jama‘ah on the Shiite continuous chain of
transmitters. This paper has concluded that the Shi‘ah tradition in transmitting hadith has been
influenced by Ahl As-Sunnah in terms of categorization of hadith and its degree of authenticity.
As a result, the Shiites have imitated Ahl As-Sunnah in the usage of the terms: sahih (authentic
hadith) and hasan (decent hadith). Furthermore, they have innovated another term in an attempt to
distinguish their school of thought from that of the Sunnis. This term is known as al- hadith al-
muwaththaq (the authenticated hadith). The paper has also concluded that the imamate-based
shi‘ah or Shi’ism deal with the Sunni transmitters on the basis of their doctrine instead of dealing
with them on the basis of justice and uprightness of their character, so much so that it has become
a firm conviction that disagreeing with Ahl As-Sunnah is an essential requirement for solving any
contradictions that may appear in the narratives by their imams since the transmitters of these
ahadith are Shi‘ah. However, if some of the transmitters are Sunnis, then their narratives are
accepted on the basis of tagiyyah (concealment). Moreover, the followers of Shi‘ah have been
given a religious ordinance allowing them to disagree with Ahl As-Sunnah in case of incidences
and happenings in which there is no any stipulation by the Shi‘ah imams.

Keywords: Imamate Shiism, Hadith, Imams, Narration
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