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Idols Mentioned in the Holy Qura

Ghassan Atef Ali Badran?

Abstract

This study deals with the issue of idols (Asnam) in terms of the reasons why Arabs worshiped
them, and the period of that worship. It also defines the nine idols that mentioned in the Holy
Quran with respect to the places where they were located, the tribes that used to worship them and
the fate of those idols. The nine idols that the Holy Quran speaks of are: Allat, Al 'Uzza and Manat,
which were among the most known idols that belonged to Quraysh Tribe and their neighboring
Arabs, in addition to Wadd, Suwa', Yaguth, Ya'uq and Nasr which were worshiped by the people
of Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, before being worshiped by Arabs. Finally, the idol
Ba'l, which Bani Isra'il worshiped after the Canaanites did. The study illustrates that worshipping
idols is not limited to those made of stones, but also includes worshipping idols of human beings,
such as leaders, by submitting to them and obeying their orders even if contrary to the orders of
Almighty Allah, and also includes worshipping fancy, money and Satan. The study concludes that
Arabs in most of their times were on the religion of monotheism, but they deviated like other
nations to worship idols which existence is contrary to the doctrine of monotheism, therefore the
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, ordered Muslims to destroy all worshipped idols in their
region.

Keywords: worshipping idols, Quraish, Allat, Al'uzza, Ba’l, worshipping fancy
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