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Analytical Study of the Hadith “A Man Should Not Be Asked the Reason He Hits His Wife”
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Abstract

This study investigates the Hadith “A man should not be asked the reason why he hits his wife”.
Most people have wrong understanding towards this Hadith as it seems to prohibit people from
clarifying the reason a husband hits his wife and grants him absolute permission in doing so
regardless of whether or not he has a valid reason. The methodologies used in this study are
inductive and analytical method in which several related materials from the Qur’an and Hadith
are collected and analyzed in order to derive the authentic meaning of this hadith. Some of the
findings discovered by this research are; First, there are two rulings regarding questioning the
husband’s action of hitting his wife which are permissible (Mubah) or detestable (Makruh).
Second, Qur’anic verses and hadith implies that wife-beating is only permissible in specific case
which is disobedience (nusyuz), and must follow three stages begining with reminding the wife of
her mistakes, followed by action indicating that the husband is displeased with her, which is
separation and bed and then hitting -without incurring pain or injury- as the final resort. Third, this
research discovers methods to solve this issue: the first one being curing the misunderstanding of
this hadith and spreading its authentic meaning to the society; and the second is by proposing
effective ways to build successful family institution according to the teachings of Islam.

Key Words: Husband, wife, beating, disobedience, Muslim family.
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