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Abstract: This research explores the methodology of Imam Muhammad ibn Jarir at-TabarT in
the study of religions through his book Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muliik (The History of Prophets
and Kings), which is considered one of the most important references in Islamic historiography
and the previous nations preceding the Mission of Prophet Muhammad . The research focuses
on an analytical investigation of at-Tabar1’s sources and his method in presenting doctrines and
religions, as well as an assessment of his stance toward other religions such as Judaism,
Christianity, and paganism. This research employed the inductive method, the analytical
method, and the critical method. This study shows Imam at-Tabar1’s efforts in the study of
religions through a historical approach, based on his objective and impartial method of
transmission. He relied on various sources, including al/-Qur’an and as-Sunnah, as well from
non-Islamic accounts or popular stories, even if they were unreliable. He reported such
accounts without adding personal opinions or making explicit judgments, leaving the reader
the freedom to reflect and evaluate them. At time, however, he compared different accounts,
present them in a cautious manner, or selected those that aligned with Islamic teaching.
Although his approach might occasionally appear as criticism of other religions, his intention
was primarily caution and implicit, reflecting his fairness and balance in transmitting historical
reports and studying religions. This also underscores his position in affirming the truth in
comparison with other religions. This research has reached several findings, the most important
of which is the book Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muliik is not just a history book but also one of the
key sources in the study of religions. It provides an essential introduction to comparative
religious studies through narrative reports. Hence, Imam at-Tabar stands as an exemplary
model in the study of religions, due to his objective transmission-based methodology and

precise historical approach.

Keywords. Imam at-Tabari, Methodology, Religions, History of Prophets and Kings,
Comparative Religion.
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