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Party and Regional Affiliations in Increasing the Phenomenon of Divorce in Zanzibar: A
Magasidic Study

Abstract

This study deals with the impact of party affiliation on the rise of the phenomenon of divorce in Zanzibar. It
also provides a historical overview of the entry of Islam, its economy and history of political parties before and
after independence of the country. Pointing to the high rate of divorce in Zanzibar, this study identifies major
reasons behind it, which include affiliation to various political parties, discrimination based on the variances of
islands, ignorance about religious teachings, inefficient knowledge about the purposes of familial relationships,
regional chauvinism and political party racism. The statement of the problem in this research is that in contrast
to rest of countries, the high rate of divorce phenomenon in Zanzibar is repercussion of the affiliation to various
political parties and belonging to different islands. Likewise, this study digs out the motives of this problem
which causes the disintegration of families and its solutions in light of maqasid al-Shari‘ah. This research
contains three chapters. The first chapter analyses the history of advent of Islam and political parties to Zanzibar;
second chapter deliberates on consequence of political affiliation in the rise of divorce rate in Zanzibar and third
chapter discusses the role of magasid al-SharT‘ah in reducing the occurrence of divorce because of party and
regional affiliations.

Keywords: Affiliation, Party, Regional, Divorce, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah
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