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Ibn Mas'ud's (R.) Statement on Surah Al-Falaq and Surah Al-Nas:
between Myth and Reality
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ABSTRACT

Surah Al-Falaq and Al-Nas are the last two Surahs of the Holy Qur'an in terms of
composition. The surahs are called in one word, "4/-Mu ‘awwidhatan". Through these,
Allah SWT instructed His Prophet (PBUH) to seek freedom from witchcraft, violence,
hatred, harm, and Satan's evil counsel. When a Jew of Madinah named Labid ibnul
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A’sam bewitched the Messenger of Allah (PBUH), both Surahs were revealed to free
him from it. They are recited in prayer and outside prayer. That continuity has been
going on since the era of the Prophet (PBUH). These are well known as the Surahs of
the Holy Qur’an to common Muslims and scholars. But from the comments of the
prominent companion Ibn Mas'ud (R.A.), it is claimed that these are not the surahs of
the Holy Qur'an but were revealed as supplications. Everyone has tried to explain his
statement in different ways. Some say that he did not deny the verses of the Holy Qur’an
but opposed the recitation in Salah. Some say that he only forbade writing on the copy
of the Holy Quran. But narrations in various books, including Sahih Bukhari, prove that
he did not write them in his copy of Al-Qur'an and rejected it as independent Surahs. In
this situation, the question arises: Are these surahs of the Holy Qur’an considered
independent surahs? How accurate is Ibn Masud's statement in this case? If his
statement is not acceptable, then what is the explanation? By analyzing these questions,
the article tries to solve the related problems. It follows historical and analytical
research methods. The study asserts that Ibn Mas'ud (R.) indeed assumed that the Surah
Falaq and Surah Nas might not be parts of the Qur’an, but later he changed his stance
and regarded them to be independent surahs of the Qur’an. Even if he continued to
believe that they were simply supplications and not the parts of the Qur’an, that goes
against established fact by Mutawatir [a large number of narrators] and Ijma’
[consensus of the scholars]; hence, it will not be considered at all. Undoubtedly, both
surahs are integral parts of the Qur’an, and no sound mind could claim against their
Qur’anic status.
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