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ABSTRACT: This research deals with the problem of the famous hadith “Observe fast upon sighting it
(the new moon), and break your upon sighting it” in determining the beginning of the lunar month
and discusses its solution taking into consideration the temporal dimension of the rulings derived
from the hadith. It discusses the verses and hadiths related to the significance of this topic in the light
of their commentaries. It attempts to analyse the evidences depended upon by prominent scholars
who argue in favour of visual sighting and opposing views of scholars who permit the utilisation of
contemporary astronomical calculations. The research concludes that the Qur’an and hadith neither
clearly indicate that visual sighting is the legal requirement to establish the beginning of the lunar
month, nor present it as the only inevitable means of proof. The desired objective of the hadith is
fasting the whole of Ramadan without missing any days of it. Visual sighting was the means for
people during the time of the Prophet, as indicated by the hadith: “We are a nation that neither write
nor calculate.” There is nothing wrong with changing means due to advancements, taking into
consideration the temporal and spatial dimensions of the hadith, just as we rely on the compass in
determining the direction of the giblah and the specific time of prayer, especially in an era when man
was able to ascend and land on the moon - as claimed -. God does not burden a soul beyond its
capacity; and God wants ease not hardship for the ummah.

Keywords & phrases: Mushkil al-hadith; moonsighting; hadith studies; fasting Ramadan; falak calculation.
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Sawm Wa al-Iffar, 48.
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5 al-Bukhari (1808).

¢ Muslim, a/-Musnad al-Sahih (1080/5).

7 al-Bukhari, a/-Jami‘al-Sahih (1810).

8 Muslim, a/-Musnad al-Sahih (1081/2).
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17 al-Ghumari, Tawjih al-Anzar Li-Tawhid al-Muslimin Fi al-Sawm Wa al-Iffar, 58.
18 al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 3:95.

¥ Muslim, al-Musnad al-Sahih (1080/15).

2 Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, 4:122.
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