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The Most Burdensome Prayer for the Hypocrites: A Problematic Hadith?
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ABSTRACT: The hadith which mentions the desire of Prophet Muhammad to burn down the houses
of the hypocrites who did not join the congregational prayer is considered as one of the problematic
hadiths discussed by scholars. Several issues such as its contradiction to other hadith and the
obligatory status of congregational prayer implied by the text have been often raised. This research
retraces the lines of transmission of the hadith and evaluates their statuses. It also deals with four
main problems related to the text of the hadith. The findings reveal that the hadith is a sound hadith
and the contradictions were mainly due to its multiple versions which can be reconciled and solved.

Keywords & phrases: Mushkil al-hadith; tormenting by burning; hadith studies; the Prophet of mercy;
congregational prayer.
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! Muhammad ibn Ismal al-Bukhari, Sabih al-Bukbari (Beirut: Dar Tawq al-Najat, 2001), no. 626 &
2420; Ibn al-Hajjaj al-Naysabirt Muslim, Sabth Muslim (Beirut: Dar IThya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), no.
51.

2 Muslim, Sabih Muslim, no. 651; Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Azdi al-Sajistani Aba Dawid, al-Sunan,
ed. Muhammad ‘Awwamah, st ed. (Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Rayyan, 1998), no. 549; Muhammad ibn Yazid
al-Qazwini Ab ‘Abd Allah Ibn Majah, al-Sunan, ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma'rif (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1998),
no. 797; Muhammad ibn Ishaq Aba Bakr Ibn Khuzaymah, Sabib Ibn Khuzaymah, ed. Muhammad Mustofa
al-Azami (Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami, 1980), no. 1484; Ahmad ibn Muhammad Aba Abd Allah Ibn
Hanbal, al-Musnad, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arn2’at (Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 2001), Musnad Aba Hurayrah,
no. 10877.
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3 al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhbari, no. 644; Abt Dawud, al-Sunan, no. 549; Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb Aba ‘Abd
al-Rahman al-Nasa’1, al-Mujtaba Min al-Sunan, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Abt Ghuddah (Aleppo: Maktab al-
Matbi at al-Islamiyyah, 1986), no. 848; Ibn Majah, al-Sunan, no. 791.
* Muslim, Sabih Muslim, no. 652; ‘Ali ‘Ala’ al-Din Ibn Balban, al-Ihsan Fi Taqrib Sabib Ibn Hibban
(Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 1988), no. 2097.
5> Muslim, Sahibh Muslim, no. 651; Ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, no. 7324.
6 Tbn Hanbal, al-Musnad, no. 10101; Aba Dawad, al-Sunan, no. 549; Muhammad ibn ‘Tsa Aba Tsa al-
Tirmidhi, al-Jami‘ al-Kabir, ed. Bashar Awwad Ma‘ruf (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1998), no. 217.
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7 Abta Dawud, al-Sunan, no. 549.
8 Muslim, Sahith Muslim, no. 651.
° Ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, no. 8796.
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1 Muslim, Sabth Muslim, no. 652; Ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, no. 4398; Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih Ibn
Khuzaymah, no. 1853; Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-Khasrawjirdi al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan al-Kubrd, ed.
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah, 2003), no. 5578.
! Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabrani, al-Mujam al-Kabir, ed. Hamdi ‘Abd al-Majid al-Salafi (Madinah:
Maktabah al-‘Ulam wa al-Hikam, 1983), no. 9981; Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabrani, al-Mujam al-Awsat,
ed. Tariq ‘Awad Allah (Cairo: Dar al-Haramayn, 1995), no. 1423; Ahmad ibn ‘Amru Aba Bakr al-Bazzar,
al-Babr al-Zakbkbhar (Musnad al-Bazzar), ed. Mahfiz al-Rahman Zayn Allah (Madinah: Maktabah al-
‘Ulim wa al-Hikam, 1988), no. 1579; ‘Ali ibn Aba Bakr Abi al-Hasan Nir al-Din al-Haythami, Majma“
al-Zawa’id Wa Manba‘ al-Fawd’id, ed. Husayn Salim Asad (Beirut: Dir al-Minhaj, 2015), 2:43.
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12 Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn al-Bayyi® Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak ala al-Sabibayn
(Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah, 1990), no. 902; Ibn Khuzaymah, Sabih Ibn Kbuzaymah, no. 1479.

A p ole Sado e STasls 1S G

3 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Salamah Aba Ja‘far al-Tahawi, Sharh Mushkil al-Athar (Beirut: Mu’assasah
al-Risalah, 1994), 13:85, no. 5087.
14 Tbn Hanbal, al-Musnad, no. 15491.
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18 Yahya ibn Sharaf Aba Zakariyya al-Nawawi, al-Majmi* Sharh al-Mubadhdbab, ed. Muhammad Najib
al-MutiT (Maktabah al-Irshad, n.d.), 4:189.

19 al-Nawawi, 4:189.

20 Muslim, Sahib Muslim, no. 654.

2l Abt Dawud, al-Sunan, no. 552.



82 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

Lo 16 = 5o aslil opo axiay oI5 (U o 1)) 18 ) J gy JU 1B i ule cpl 8 o
RS (LB P - RSP TS PR N

(el 3 Y] el U 830 YD) 1o B g g i B T ol e e s

Qu@p@ulj‘u)ﬂ;t%buﬂ;\uﬂ|:)t:mc}wc.zgé,u;u\q?i 5
Wy e 4 sion 3 ST i (58 am 093 o] amy Ly oy U3 Le I3 G OIS O) 5
(o2 A Ly g el o O Jor s ol aT e Lo 590all o 535 o 4y d sl 0505
5223 3l O sl 1 e BT ol g U3 G Lo ety Ty | L OIS
Ao G Slel bl o5 Ll LS5 WAl s s 058 ST il 1 Ly 1 AN
el b5 b i 5 alal o s U Lo U5 05 el il Lo ol T b ciloenal
el 4l Aol b &l Aol (S5 o 88 el 3 sl W ie 101 5 ¢ ]

TS 5 5 el s sl s e 0 i o LT L el s

o B LEL DB e

e

n.ﬁ;(ﬁ\ziu,a((a?ﬁwf:&jmmmwyyﬁmétsw)):@;‘éf;m,s
V(s ey ee)) 1B m Gl e O

"op Al bbb G g 0SS G AWl O VWl a5

" Lge bl 855 5 Lhad Oy 4 6Ly (e 028 Lol g o 4 kb 3 pe (ol St Ll
Lo o Bl daz SO ol elgidll Bl sl @ Ol T b wlyod eeVl Coss Wl oo

b lead et B 0N Gy 5 S Y Y 1 g5 e s (SULL

e 3l g Ll

22 Aba Dawid, no. 551.
—as sll

2 al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan al-Kubra, no. 158.
24 al-Tahawi, Sharh Mushkil al-Athar, 15:106.
25 Yasuf ibn Misa Abu al-Mahasin al-Hanafi, al-Mu%asar Min al-Mukbtasar Min Mushkil al-Athar
(Beirut: ‘Alam al-Kutub, n.d.), 1:96.
26 al-Bukhari, Sahth al-Bukhari, no. 645; Muslim, Sahih Muslim, no. 650.
27 al-Bukhari, Sahth al-Bukhari, no. 646; Muslim, Sahih Muslim, no. 649.
28 al-Nawawi, al-Majmii‘ Sharb al-Mubadhdbab, 4:191.
29 al-Nawawi, 4:192.
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30 a]-Nawawi, 4:192.

31 a]-Nawawi, 4:192.

32 al-Bukhari, Sabih al-Bukbari, no. 7246; Muslim, Sabith Muslim, no. 674.
33 al-Nawawi, al-Majmii* Sharh al-Mubadhdbab, 4:190.

34 al-Hanafi, al-Mu‘tasar Min al-Mukbtasar Min Mushkil al-Athar, 1:96.
35 al-Hanafi, 1:97.
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36 ‘Abd al-Rahim ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-Din Aba al-Fadl al-‘Iraqi, Tarh al-Tathrib Fi Sharb al-Taqrib
(Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), 2:309.

37 al-Traqf, 1:311.

3% Tbn Musi al-Yahsabi Abu al-Fadl al-Qadi ‘Iyad, Ikmal al-Mufim Bi Fawa’id Muslim (Mansoura: Dar
al-Waf#, 1998), 2:622.

% al-raqi, Tarp al-Tathrib Fi Sharb al-Taqrib, 2:310.
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