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The Methodology of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi in Dealing with Problematic Quranic Verses
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ABSTRACT: This research deals with the approach of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi in addressing mushkil al-
Quran which is “whatever that conceals the real meaning of a Quranic verse, or leads to an
unintended meaning, or contradicts a legitimate source in Islam or a significant Islamic ruling, or
linguistic and scientific principles.” The research aims to explain the concept of mushkil al-Qur’an and
expound the approach of al-Razi in dealing with the subject. The inductive and analytical methods
were adopted in the research. The research deals with the concept of mushkil al-Qur’an, the wisdom
behind its presence in Divine commandments, al-Razi’s concern with the subject and his approach
to clarifying the problems. The research concludes with some important findings: al-Razi is an
intellectual, knowledgeable and specialist scholar who demonstrated an interest in the subject of
mushkil al-Qur’an, he adopted several strategies to solve the problem like other scholars, and he was
distinguished amongst them due to his prominence in rational, logical, and rhetorical sciences.

Keywords & phrases: Tafsir; ta'wil; Fakhr al-Din al-Razi; mushkil al-Qur’an; Quranic studies; Mafatih al-
Ghayb.
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! JTamal al-Din Muhammad Ibn Manzir, Lisin al-Arab (Cairo: Dar al-Ma’arif, n.d.).

2 Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abt Mansir al-Azhari, Tabdbib al-Lughab (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, 2001), 10:16.

3 Muhammad ibn Muhammad Abt al-Fadl Murtada al-Zabidi, 74j al-Aris Fi Jawahir al-Qamis (Dar al-
Hidayah, n.d.), 29:276.
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4 ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim Aba Muhammad Ibn Qutaybah, Ta’wil Mushkil al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-Tlmiyyah, n.d.), 68.

> Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar Thya’
al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah, 1957), 2:45.

¢ ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Aba Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, al-Ttgan Fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an (Madinah: King Fahd
Glorious Quran Printing Complex, n.d.), 2:72.

7 ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Ali al-Harbi, ‘Tawjth Mushkil al-Qira’at al-‘Ashariyyah al-Farshiyyah Lughatan Wa
Tafsiran’ (Umm Al Qura University, 1996), 89.

8 ‘Abd Allah ibn Hamd al-Manstir, Mushkil al-Qur’an al-Karim (Dir Ibn al-Jawzi, 2005), 77.
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? ‘Abd al-Rahmin ibn Aba Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, Mutarik al-Aqran Fi Iaz al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah, 1988), 1:73.

10 Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi, al-Babr al-Mubit Fi Usil al-Figh (Dar al-Kutbi,
1994), 8:119.

1 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Uliam al-Qur’an, 2:75.

12 Tbn Qutaybah, Ta’wil Mushkil al-Qur’an, 58.

13‘Abd al-Rahmin Abi Muhammad al-Razi Ibn Abi Hatim, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, 3rd ed. (Saudi
Arabia: Maktabah Nizar Mustafa al-Baz, 1998), 9:3064.
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14 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi Uliim al-Qur’an, 2:75.

! Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Abi ‘Abd Allah Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr,
1981), 7:142.

16 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, 2:45.

17 al-Mansitr, Mushkil al-Qur’an al-Karim, 119.

'8 Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Shafi Jalal al-Din al-Mahalli, Sharp al-Waragat Fi Usil al-Figh (Palestine:
al-Quds University, 1999), 170.

1 Muhammad ibn Muhammad Aba Hamid al-Ghazali, al-Mustagfa F1 Usil al-Figh (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-Tlmiyyah, 1992), 279.

2 Isma'l ibn “Umar Ibn Kathir, Tafiir al-Qur’an al-Azim (Beirut: Dar Maktabah al-Hilal, 1986), 2:364.
2! Tbrahim ibn Misa Aba Ishaq al-Gharnati al-Shatibi, al-I¢isam (Riyadh: Dar Ibn ‘Affan, 1992), 2:822.
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22 Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr al-Hanafi Zayn al-Din al-Razi, Anmiizaj Jalil Fi As’ilab Wa Ajwibab ‘an
Ghard’ib Ay al-Tanzil (Riyadh: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1991), 498-99.

% Muhammad al-Amin ibn Muhammad al-Mukhtar al-Jakni al-Shanqiti, Daf* Tham al-Idtirab ‘an Ayat
al-Kitab (Cairo: Maktabah Ibn Taymiyyah, 1996), 184 with slight modification.

2 Muhammad ibn Salih al-Uthaymin, al-Usil Min Tlm al-Usil (Riyadh: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 2009), 51.

2 al-Razi, Mafatib al-Ghayb, 23:319.
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% Ahmad ibn Muhammad Aba Abd Allah Ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut (Beirut:
Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 2001) Musnad Abi Hurayrah, no. 7077.

# Muhammad ibn Aba Bakr Shams al-Din Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Hadi al-Arwab Ila Bilad al-Afrab
(Cairo: Matba‘ah al-Madani, n.d.), 87-88.

28 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban F1i Ulam al-Qur’an, 2:62.

29 al-Zarkashi, 1:112.

30 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, 1:463.
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35 Ibn Zanjalah, 608.

3¢ Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abu al-Qasim al-Gharnati Ibn Juzay al-Kalbi, al-Tashil Li ‘Ulam al-Tanzil
(Beirut: Dar al-Arqam ibn Abi al-Arqam, 1995), 2:190.

37 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, 6:258.
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40 al-Mansir, Mushkil al-Qur’an al-Karim, 27.

# Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Dhahabi, Siyar Alam al-Nubala’, ed. Shu‘ayb
al-Arn2’ut (Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 1985), 17:588; Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmid al-Zirikli, al-A4%am
(Beirut: Dar al-film li al-Malayin, 2002), 6:313; ‘Abd al-Rahmin ibn Aba Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti,
Tabaqat al-Mufassirin (Cairo: Maktabah Wahbah, 1976), 39.

42 Xhalil ibn Aybak Salah al-Din al-Safadi, al-Wafi Bi al-Wafayat (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
2000), 4:175-176.

4 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Abt ‘Abd Allah Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Mundzarat (Mu’assasah Tzz al-Din li
al-Tiba‘ah wa al-Nashr, 1992), 101.

“ Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Aba
Ghuddah (Beirut: Dar al-Bash@’ir al-Islamiyyah, 2002), 6:318.

4 al-Zirikli, al-Alam, 6:313.
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2002), 466.

47 Ahmad ibn al-Qasim Abu al-‘Abbas Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn Abi Usaybi‘ah, Uyin al-Anba’ Fi Tabagat
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7 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Abt ‘Abd Allah Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Ta’is al-Taqdis, ed. Ahmad Hijazi al-
Saqa (Cairo: Maktabah al-Kulliyyat al-Azhariyyah, 1986), 220.
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