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Between Valid Analysis and Wrong Interpretation:
A Descriptive Analytical Study of Approaches to Qur’anic Text
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ABSTRACT: The Qur’anic text is a sacred divine text which explains the will of God, and Prophet
Muhammad was the one who addressed any problems faced by the Muslims in understanding the
text, in addition to the language competencies possessed by the Muslims of his time. However,
complexities emerged post-Prophetic era even though God has made the Quran easy for
remembrance. The reason for this is the demise of the Prophet on the one hand, and the vast
temporal gap between the time of the revelation and the beginning of codification, which took nearly
two centuries, and during which the language underwent some changes and meaning of words was
expanded. Due to this, many interpretations emerged due to linguistic and hermeneutical
differences. Hence, this research aims to clarify this problem by addressing both linguistic and
hermeneutical approaches in tafsir.

Keywords & phrases: Tafsir; ta'wil; mushkil al-Qur’an; Quranic studies; speculative tafsir; allegorical tafsir.
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3 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, 3:148-149.
* Ibn Taymiyyah, al-Iklil Fi al-Mutashabib Wa al-Ta’wil, 26-32.
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7 Agban, “Arabiyyat al-Qur’an al-Karim’.
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18 al-Salih, Mababith F1 Ulim al-Qur’an.

19 al-Tikriti, ‘Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Karim ‘ala Tariqat al-Sifiyyah: Haqa'iq al-Tafsir Li Abi ‘Abd al-
Rahman Muhammad Ibn al-Husayn al-Azdi al-Sulami (412H)’, 22.

20 al-Tustari, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim, 61.

2 al-Qushayri, Lat@’if al-Isharat, 1:14.
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