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al-Imam al-Shawkani (d.1250 AH)’s Methodological Uniqueness
in His Exegesis of the Glorious Qur'an
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Abstract: ‘Fath al-Qadir” of al-Imam al-Shawkani is considered among the best exegeses of the Glorious
Qur’an due to the soundness of its methodology, the clarity of its expression, the simplicity of its style,
its medium size, and most importantly the inclusion of major substances of what were written before
him. This study analyses al-Shawkant’s method of handling principles and sources of tafsir irrespective
of their variations. It also examines his techniques of handling weak, fabricated, alien, and Judeo-
Christian narrations and materials, as well as his efforts to trace the connection between Qur’anic
verses and chapters. The paper opines that adopting al-Shawkant’s techniques with regard to these
subjects would enhance the comprehension and conveyance of Qur'anic message, through both oral
and written media.
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